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CLUB INFORMATION
CORRESPONDENCE TO: The Secretary, P.O. Box 563, Bairnsdale 3875

www.bairnsdalefieldnaturalists.com.au
MEETINGS

FIELD TRIPS

General meetings take place at:

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each
field trip or bush walk to notify them of intention to
participate.

The Hub
27 Dalmahoy Street, Bairnsdale

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled
due to adverse weather conditions or other unforeseen
circumstances.

as per program at 7.30pm sharp
Committee meetings take place at:
members homes as per

Please take note of safety procedures in your

program at 10.00am.

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.
‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’ booklet.

THE CLEMATIS

This can be downloaded from our web site.

The Clematis is issued quarterly.
Responsibility for the accuracy of information

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS
1.
Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN.

and opinions expressed in this newsletter
rests with the author of the article.
All articles for Spring 2022 Clematis must be
sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st September 2022.
SUBSCRIPTION FEES 2021
Single membership

$30

Family membership

$45

Mid-year fee (new members only)

$15

Subscriptions can be paid to the Treasurer at meetings
or excursions or by EFT or cheque by downloading a
Membership Application form from our web site.

2.

Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and
behind.

3.

When making a turn, give signal, and stay at
intersection until following car has also turned.

4.

If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your
car.
Other members will return to find you.

5.

The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist
drivers and car pool passengers to share fuel costs
and can be found on our web site.

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Walks vary in distance between 10 to 16 km.

1.

Easy:

Flat, good firm track.

Moderately easy:

Mostly flat, track in good to fair

To further the awareness and study of all
branches of natural history within the
East Gippsland community through field excursions,

condition.

regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and
publications.
2.

To observe and strengthen the laws for the

Moderate:

preservation and protection of indigenous flora,
fauna, habitat and important geological features.
3.

To promote the formation and preservation of

Moderately Difficult: May be some steep sections,
track may be rough in places.

National and State Parks and Reserves.
4.

To collaborate with other groups and agencies
with similar environmental interest.

May be undulating, track in good to fair
condition.

Difficult:

May have long steep sections, track
may be non- existent at times.

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not
included in the program.
CONTACTS for Field Trips
James Turner:
5155 1258 m. 0427 290 838
Noel Williamson
m. 0457 291 869
Connie Tuck
m. 0409 421 390

Margaret Regan

045 856 2541
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Activity

Time

Meeting Place

Destination

Subject/
Rated

Leader/
Speaker

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground
Footy Oval, Bruthen

Bruthen

Nature
Painting
@Bruthen

Connie Tuck

JULY
Sun 3rd

9.30am
Sun 17th

Excursion

9.00am
9.30am

Bridge Club
Colquhoun –Lakes
Entrance turnoff on
Bruthen Nowa
Nowa Road

Gurrun Yarn and Kenny
Forest

Sun 24th

Bushwalk

9.00am
9.30am

Bridge Club
Bruthen

Old Man Hill, Nicholson
river area, Sarsfield

Junior Excursion
(4WD only)

9.00am

All Abilities Playground
Bruthen Primary
School

Moscow Villa

James Turner

Moderately difficult

Noel Williamson

AUGUST
Sun 7th

9.30am

Tue 9th

Committee meeting
(If required)

Sun 21st

Excursion

Sun 28th

Bushwalk

10.00am

Connie Tuck

Margaret Regan's
home
TBA

9.00am

Bridge Club

Den of Nargun, Lower
Woolshed Creek

Not yet
rated

Paul Harvey

SEPTEMBER

PS

Sun 4th

Junior Excursion

9.00pm

All Abilities Playground
Marlo Campbell’s
home

Banksia Peninsula

Tue 6th

Committee meeting
(If required)

10.00am

Fri 16th

General meeting

7.30pm

The Hub

TBA

Sun 18th

Excursion

9.00am
9.30am
10.30am

Bridge Club
Forest Tech
Entrance to Blond
Bay

Colquhoun,
Kenny forest

TBA
JW

Metallic Sun Orchid
survey

Sun 25th

Bushwalk

9.00am

Bridge Club

6 Mile Road, Reformatory Road, off the
Bruthen-Buchan Road

Sun 2nd

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Nunnet area

Tue 11th

Committee meeting
(If required)

10.00am

Jen Wilkinson’s
home

Sun 23rd

Excursion

9.00am
9.30am

Bridge Club
Bruthen

Ensay North, Cassilis

Sun 30th

Bushwalk

9.00am

Bridge Club

Mia Mia Road, Boggy
Creek, Chinese diggings

Connie Tuck

James Turner
James Turner
Not yet
rated

Noel Williamson

OCTOBER

JW

PS

Connie Tuck

PS

PS

James Turner

Moderately easy

Noel Williamson

PS
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Activity

Time

Meeting Place

Destination

Subject/
Rated

Leader/
Speaker

Sun 6th

Junior Excursion

9.00am

Log Crossing,
Colquhoun Forest

Insect Hunt

Connie Tuck

Tue 8th

10.00am

Sun 20th

Committee meeting
& Planning meeting
Excursion

TBA

All Abilities Playground
Margaret Regan’s
home
TBA

Sun 27th

Bushwalk

9.00am

Bridge Club

Sandy Creek, north of
Bulumwaal

Junior Excursion

9.00am

Timbarra area

Members photos, Xmas
supper

NOVEMBER

Cann River

Paul Harvey
Not yet
rated

Noel Williamson

DECEMBER
Sun 4th

Tue 6th

Committee meeting

10.00am

All Abilities Playground
Red Knob intersection
Dianne Weir’s home

Frid 16th

Annual General
Meeting

7.30pm

The Hub

9.45am

Connie Tuck

PS

JW

JW
PS

PS

DW
DW

Bristly Helmet-orchid - (Corybas hispidus)

Long-tongue Summer Greenhood - (Pterostylis aestiva)

Ensay North

Ensay North
PS

PS

NUNNIONG - 20th February 2022
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By Margaret Regan

After meeting at the cemetery at Bruthen (the Bruthen
Blues were in full swing), we headed north up the Great
Alpine Road. Just before Ensay we turned east onto Old
Pub Road and stopped opposite the old art deco Ensay
South Hotel, which now operates as a gallery. We came
to see Grey Mistletoe (Amyema quandang) growing on
the Silver Wattle (Acacia dealbata) along the edge of the
Tambo River. Grey Mistletoe grows exclusively on
wattles and is widespread across the State. It is a
pendulous semi-parasitic shrub with flat greyish leaves.
In the upright inflorescence, the flowers are in threes,
with the central flower being stalkless (sessile).

Silver Wattle has dusty-green bipinnate foliage, with a
gland at the base of each pair of pinnae. A Botany Bay
Weevil was seen and identified. A specimen of this
weevil was collected by Joseph Banks on James Cook’s
first voyage and became one of the first insects
described from Australia. It grows up to 25mm long, has
distinctive metallic green and black scales, and is found
in SE Australia. Weevils are identified by their long
snout.

After passing through Ensay – Little River Road –
Bentleys Plain Road – Flinns Road – Nunniong Road, we
stopped at the Low Plains complex. This is a series of
open plains 2-3km across. As we walked down to the
plains we found much of interest. The only orchid was
Summer Greenhood (Pterostylis decurva) whose rosette
of leaves is away from the flowering stem.
The usually single flower is green and white striped with
brown tones at the front. The hood tip points down, the

DW
Summer Greenhood - (Pterostylis decurva)

JW
Grey Mistletoe - (Amyema quandang)
fruit (below)

JW

lateral sepals are erect and the labellum is brown.
Two herbaceous daisies were bright yellow Pale
Everlasting (Coronidium monticola) which has greyish
cottony foliage and inflorescences with intermediate
bright yellow bracts; and tall Hill Daisy (Brachyscome
aculeata) whose inflorescences have white outer ray
petals and the inner disc florets are yellow. There were
some gorgeous Royal Bluebell (Wahlenbergia gloriosa)
with opposite leaves. A purple-flowered herb was Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris), which is in the lavender family
Lamiaceae with square stems, opposite aromatic leaves
and two-lipped flowers clustered at the top of the stem.
Here too was the delicate mauve Pale Vanilla-lily
(Arthropodium milleflorum) whose flowers are vanillascented, and whose tubers were eaten by the
aborigines. We saw a very shiny blue-black native
cockroach. Cockroaches have a broad flattened dark
brown body and long spiny legs. Their heads are usually
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covered by an overhanging shield-like thorax. Most
species are nocturnal and most likely feed on leaf litter.
Along the track was the very large fruiting fungal body
of probably Giant Bolete (Phlebopus marginatus) which
had a brown cap of about 30cm across and a yellow
lower pored surface.

The plains are areas where cold air settles (frost
hollows) restricting tree growth. Here we saw a herd of
Brumbies and the very wet delicate plains were much
damaged by the hoof marks of these animals. There
were Brumby latrines everywhere. During the day we
saw two herds of Brumbies, a group of Herefords on a
State Forest lease, a Fallow Deer and the carcass of a
Sambar Deer. The impact of all these hoofed animals is
severe, especially on the open damp plains. The
surrounding trees were Black Sallee (Eucalyptus
stellulata), a small tree with dark bark and buds in starlike clusters of 8-20; and Mountain Gum (E.
dalrympleana), a larger tree with smooth gum bark and
a large crown. Beneath these trees were clumps of the
large Mother shield-fern (Polystichum proliferum)
whose fronds can produce new plants near their tips
(hence the common name). On the open plain was
mauve Bald-seeded Willow-herb (Epilobium curtisiae)
whose flowers have very long ovaries below the petals;
and tiny yellow starry Golden Weather-grass (Hypoxis
hygrometrica). Three new herbaceous daisies were
white and yellow Grass Daisy (Brachyscome graminea)
with narrow leaves; white and yellow Tufted Daisy (B.
scapigera) with a basal rosette of leaves with DW
entire margins; and yellow Yam Daisy or
Murnong (Microseris lanceolata) whose flowers have
mostly ray florets, each with a toothed petal. Yam
Daisy has a large tuber and it was cultivated by
aborigines as a staple food. Early explorers saw large
plains covered with yam daisies being harvested by
women with digging sticks.
Once sheep were
introduced by the settlers, the yam daisies were eaten
to the ground, so the tubers couldn’t be replenished,
and the ground was compacted. A sparse shrub was
white Small-fruit Hakea (Hakea microcarpa) with round
sharp-pointed leaves.
The only orchid was the very pretty pink Austral Ladies
Tresses (Spiranthes australis) whose flowering stem has
many flowers in a spiral, each with a crystalline white
labellum. Some plants had all-white flowers.
We walked down to another part of the Low Plains
complex to Low Plain Creek, which is a headwater of
the Timbarra River. The plain was also surrounded by
Black Sallee. Again we saw Austral Ladies Tresses, some
plants of which had all-white flowers. Two new daisies
were mauve and yellow Coarse Daisy (Brachyscome
spathulata) which has a basal rosette of toothed leaves;

DW
Austral Ladies Tresses - (Spiranthes australis)

and tiny yellow Scaly Buttons (Leptorhynchos
squamatus) with long leafy flowering stems, with the
leaves on the lower part of the stem. There was again
Tufted Daisy in wet places. Two tiny prostrate plants
were white Mud Pratia (Lobelia surrepens) with almost
round thick leaves pressed close to the ground; and
yellow Matted St John’s Wort (Hypericum japonicum)
which is rarely more than 8cm high. Other plants were
the tiny pea climber mauve Twining Glycine (Glycine
clandestina); yellow Strawberry Buttercup (Ranunculus
collinus) with mostly basal 3-lobed leaves and 5petalled flowers. There was also the enormously pretty
vulnerable Tasmanian Bladderwort (Utricularia
monanthus) with short flowering stems (1-4cm). The
purple flowers are two-lipped with the lower lip much
enlarged and a central yellow area. [Bladderworts are
carnivorous plants that have small hollow vesicles
acting as suction traps that work underwater by means
of negative pressure to capture small animal prey. They
have trigger hairs on their trapdoor. Once triggered the
door opens. The inside of the trap is empty, so anything
nearby is sucked in. It seems that the prey dies and
decomposes, and is then absorbed by the plant.
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The plant we had really come here to see was a starwort
Stellaria angustifolia subsp. rotundisepala which was
presumed to be extinct in Victoria. It is a tiny annual
herb with stems to 25cm and solitary white flowers.
The 5 petals are bifid and each of the 5 unusual round
sepals has its apex folded over to form a hood. It has
only been recorded once before, near the Timbarra
River.

We lunched beside Nunniong Rd where the shrub or
small tree Tree Lomatia (Lomatia fraseri) was in flower,
which we rarely see. It has lanceolate leaves with
toothed margins and hairy cream grevillea-like terminal
inflorescences. At our feet were plants of the tiny
herbaceous daisy Solenogyne (Solenogyne gunnii) which
has a basal rosette of hairy wide leaves with toothed
margins and short flowering stems with very tiny
compact inflorescences.

On Nunniong Road, we headed further north to see
another plant which is on the endangered list. This was
the small mallee eucalypt Eucalyptus forresterae. It
grows to 5m and has the mallee habit of several stems
arising from an underground lignotuber. [Hence the
‘mallee roots’ sold as firewood in past years, after much
clearing in the Victorian Mallee.] It has a dense canopy,
smooth whitish bark and buds in stellate clusters. In
Victoria it is restricted to a few rocky sites. [It was
discovered and named by Bill Molyneux after his partner
Sue Forrester. They were horticulturalists and plant

JW

Eucalyptus forresterae

JW

breeders who started Austraflora nursery in Montrose
in 1960s.]
Another interesting plant was Dwarf Geebung
(Persoonia chamaepeuce) with dense bright green linear
leaves, yellow solitary grevillea-like flowers and green
berries. There was a pretty funnel-shaped gilled fungal
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fruiting body whose 10cm cap, stalk and gills were
cream.
Heading back towards home along Nunnett Road we
examined a small plain on the east side of the road.
Here we again saw the tiny, presumed extinct, starwort.
At both sites we only found very small number of plants
of the starwort. Here we found more Austral Ladies
Tresses, but also mauve Fairies’Aprons (Utricularia
dichotoma) whose flowering stems are 10-50cm high
and many flowers of the shorter Tasmanian
Bladderwort.
Over the day we saw 3 species of plant whose common
name included ‘wort’.
These were Starwort,
Bladderwort and Matted St John’s Wort. ‘Wort’ comes
from the Old English word ‘wyrt’ and simply means
‘plant’. One of the St John’s Worts is a flowering shrub
native to Europe. It often blooms on the birthday of the
biblical John the Baptist.
Thank you to James for taking us to where we’ve never
been before, and to Len and Jacquie for identifying so
many birds just by calls.

Plants:
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle
Amyema quandang Grey Mistletoe
Arthropodium milleflorum Pale Vanilla-lily
Brachyscome aculeata Hill Daisy
B. graminea Grass Daisy
B. scapigera Tufted Daisy
B. spathulata Coarse Daisy
Coronidium monticola Pale Everlasting
Epilobium curtisiae Bald-seeded Willow-herb
Eucalyptus dalrympleana Mountain Gum
E. forresterae
E. stellulata Black Sallee
Glycine clandestina Twining Glycine
Hakea microcarpa Small-fruit Hakea
Hypericum japonicum Matted St John’s Wort
Hypoxis hygrometrica Golden Weather-grass
Leptorhynchos squamatus Scaly Buttons
Lobelia surrepens Mud Pratia
Lomatia fraseri Tree Lomatia
Microseris lanceolata Yam Daisy or Murnong
Persoonia chamaepeuce Dwarf Geebung
Polystichum proliferum Mother shield-fern
Prunella vulgaris Self-heal
Pterostylis decurva Summer Greenhood
Ranunculus collinus Strawberry Buttercup
Solenogyne gunnii Solenogyne
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Spiranthes australis Austral Ladies Tresses
Stellaria angustifolia subsp. rotundisepala a starwort
Utricularia dichotoma Fairies Aprons’
U. monanthus Tasmanian Bladderwort
Wahlenbergia gloriosa Royal Bluebell
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Insects:
Botany Bay Weevil
Cockroach
Fungus:
Phlebopus marginatus Giant Bolete

Birds
Bruthen Cemetery
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Galah
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Old Ensay Road
Australian Magpie
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Striated Pardalote
Spotted Pardalote
Laughing Kookaburra
Superb Fairy-wren
Jacky Winter
Golden-headed Cisticola
Little River/Bentleys Plain Road
European Goldfinch
Australian Raven
White-winged Chough
Nunniong Road (below Nunniong Plains)
White-throated Treecreeper
Ski Road/Nunniong Plains
White-browed Scrubwren
Grey Currawong
Crimson Rosella
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Australian King Parrot
Nunniong/Nunnet Roads
Pied Currawong
Eastern Spinebill
Grey Shrike-thrush
Eastern Yellow Robin
Flame Robin
Brown Thornbill
Golden Whistler
(26 species)
Mammals: *Introduced
*Brumby
*Hereford Cattle
*Fallow Deer
*Sambar Deer

Frogs
Pseudophryne bibronii – Bibron’s Toadlet
Crinia signifera – Common Eastern Froglet

JW
Brumby hoof marks on the wet plains of Nunniong

KR
Superb Fairy-wren

DY
Golden-headed Cisticola
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By Margaret Regan
Our first stop was at the large Mill Swamp which is along Small herbaceous plants were the tiny yellow lily-like plant
Bengworden Road SW from Bairnsdale. Here we paused to Golden Weather-grass (Hypoxis hygrometrica) with long
observe the many water birds.
slender hairy basal leaves and a single flower; Showy Isotome

On to the Bengworden Flora Reserve which is included in the
Gippsland Plains Conservation Management Network. This
brings together managers of native vegetation across public
and private land. The Bengworden Flora Reserve is managed
by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.
It contains a subspecies of Forest Red Gum (Eucalyptus
tereticornis subsp. mediana) Grassy Woodland and associated
native Grassland. Forest Red Gum has bark which is grey with
coloured patches which shed in flakes leaving a smooth
surface; the buds are in clusters of 5-12 with long conical caps.
The subspecies has bluish juvenile leaves and shorter and
obese buds.
Other trees were White Stringybark (E.
globoidea) and Red Box (E. polyanthemos subsp. longior). This
subspecies of Red Box has bark which is completely box-type
and the adult leaves are larger, to 14x3cm. A smaller tree was
the wattle Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) which can grow to
30m in higher rainfall areas. It has hard fissured bark and
adult leaves with 3-5 veins; the pale creamy flowers are in
fairly large heads. There was little shrub layer as this
vegetation type is Grassy Woodland. One shrub was the very
weedy Burgan (Kunzea ericoides) which has white flowers with
long stamens.

JW
Golden Weather-grass -(Hypoxis hygrometrica)
(Isotoma axillaris), a perennial to 59cm with dissected leaves
and blue-mauve flowers; and River Mint (Mentha australis)
which is in the lavender family Lamiaceae with serrated leaves
and white flowers in dense clusters in the axils of the upper
leaves.

The taller lower layer was mostly grasses, sedges, strappyleaved Spiny-headed Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) and the
fern Austral Bracken (Pteridium esculentum). Another fern
was Narrow rock-fern (Cheilanthes sieberi) which has a narrow
frond with the pinnae widely spaced. One of the grasses was
Blady Grass (Imperata cylindrica) which has reddish leaves in
autumn and a dense spike-like inflorescence covered by fine
silky hairs. A sedge was Thatch Saw-sedge (Gahnia radula)
with narrow leaf blades and a brown inflorescence. There was
also Small Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea minor). The trunk of the
Small Grass-tree is underground, so only a tuft of long thin
tough leaves is seen, when the plant is not flowering. Small
shrubs among the sedges and grasses were Forest Nightshade
(Solanum prinophyllum) which has hideous spines on the
lobed leaves and stems; Cranberry Heath (Astroloma
humifusum) with very prickly leaves and upright tubular red
flowers; and Nodding Saltbush (Einardia nutans), a sprawling
perennial with bright red berries and lance-shaped leaves.
Ground covers were Kidney-weed (Dichondra repens) which
has kidney-shaped leaves and tiny white flowers; and Stinking
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle laxiflora) whose leaves are crenate
edged and whose flowers have an offensive smell. A small
climbing pea was Twining Glycine (Glycine clandestina) which
in spring, has mauve flowers.

A lily-like plant was Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium strictum), a
tufted plant to 1.2m with linear leaves and chocolate-scented
mauve flowers, whose petals have wavy edges.

JW
River Mint -(Mentha australis)
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Orchids were Large Autumn Greenhood (Pterostylis ampliata)
which has a rosette of leaves away from the flowering stem
and the labellum protrudes prominently when set.
[Pterostylis ampliata is the new name for what was for many
years P. aff. revoluta.]

DW
Large Autumn Greenhood -(Pterostylis ampliata)
There was also Large Mosquito-orchid (Acianthus exsertus);
and both pink and white Parson’s Bands (Eriochilus
cucullatus). Parson’s Bands is named for the two prominent
lateral sepals held down in front, like the preaching bands
worn by some clergy years ago.
A Black Wallaby was sighted. It has been an amazing year for
spiders, as most of us know, with our houses covered in
cobwebs, and constantly being entwined in webs hung
between bushes. The prettiest of these was the Spiny or
Jewel Spider which has a large black abdomen with a mottled
yellow and white pattern and six large projecting spines. The
Leaf-curling Spider normally uses a leaf in the centre of its
web, curled to form protection from predators, mainly birds.
This year has also been a busy one for the Common Brown
Butterfly which is an orange-brown butterfly with black
markings.
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is very vigorous and can be a pest blocking waterways. Also
in the water were two knotweeds, Slender Knotweed
(Persicaria decipiens) with pink flowers in a spike and leaves
with a dark blotch towards the base; and the other larger
Spotted Knotweed (P. praetermissa) with distant white
flowers on a 2-branched inflorescence. A plant with floating
elliptic leaves with long stalks and three-petalled cream
flowers was Swamp Lily (Ottelia ovalifolia).
A small
carnivorous plant was Yellow Bladderwort (Utricularia
australis). It has tiny traps in the water to catch the unwary,
mostly tiny, invertebrates. Growing in a nitrogen-poor
environment, these animals supplement the plant’s diet.
There was also many of the introduced Cabbage White
Butterfly, whose larval plants we gardeners all know are
members of the Brassicaceae (cabbage, broccoli, kale etc.).

Further west on the Princes Highway we visited the southern
area of Providence Ponds Flora and Fauna Reserve. Beneath
White Stringybark, Saw Banksia (Banksia serrata) and Silver
Banksia (B. marginata) was the small rare lemon-scented Pink
Zieria (Zieria veronicea) with dense ovate leaves and pink 4petalled flowers in spring. It is the only Zieria species with
simple leaves instead of trifoliate ones. There was also the
very pretty small Thick Twig-rush (Caustis pentandra) whose
leaf sheaths are dark brown and the ultimate branches are
straight. A little further south was the shrub Prickly Broomheath (Monotoca scoparia) which has either male or female
white tubular flowers on each plant. Beneath was the rare
Dark Midge-orchid (Corunastylis capparina) which has a thin
round erect leaf and up to 20 tiny purplish flowers (4mm
across). There were also round leaves of a mosquito-orchid,
purple beneath. A bit further on, after some interesting
4WDing, were some new plants. There were more mosquitoorchid leaves, and Large Autumn Greenhood again, but also
Autumn Wasp-orchid (Chiloglottis curviclavia) with two
opposite ground-hugging green leaves and single greenishred flowers. The labellum of the flower has its central area
covered with calli and a stalked gland at the back. Two new
shrubs were Bundled Guinea-flower (Hibbertia fascicularis)
whose leaves are in groups along the stem; and the prostrate
Golden Heath (Styphelia adscendens) with pointed leaves and
erect flowers with a ring of hairs inside. The fern here was
the delicate Necklace fern (Asplenium flabellifolium) which
has trailing stems with fan-shaped pinnate fronds. [‘Flabell’ is
fan-shaped in Latin.] There were some gilled fungi with dark
brown caps with fawn frilled edges and fawn stalk and gills.
There was also a fawn coral fungus.

With the weather having been so damp, there were quite a
few fungi. Amanita ananiceps is a cream gilled fruiting body
whose cap is covered with deciduous warts and its margins
bears the ragged remains of the annulus. The lovely stocky
Red Brittlegill (Russula persanguinea) has a pink cap with
white gills and stalk. There were other gilled fungi we were
unable to identify. There was a yellow fleshy pored fungi,
also called a bolete. And there were many of the gilled
fruiting bodies of the tiny Yellow Belly Button or Yellow Navel
(Lichenomphalia chromacea). [‘Omphali’ is Greek for the
navel.] It is a lichenised fungus found growing on algaecovered earth, with which it forms the same sort of symbiotic We then moved on to Swallow Lagoon Nature Conservation
Reserve. The reserve preserves several different vegetation
relationship as is found in a lichen.
types, mostly Plains Grassy Woodland, of which only 3% of
the original now exists in Gippsland, and Damp Sands HerbOn our way to Providence Ponds we stopped when the road rich Woodland, which is also rare. The major tree here is
crossed Emu Creek to look at plants which grow along again the Forest Red Gum subspecies mediana. We went to
waterways. Edging the creek was the small cream-flowered survey the small dam near the entrance to the reserve. In the
tree, Rough-barked Honey-myrtle (Melaleuca parvistaminea) water were two species of Spike-rush. The bigger one was
whose leaves have prominent oil glands on the lower surface. Tall Spike-rush (Eleocharis sphacelata) which grows to 1.5m
In the water was most likely the robust perennial Broadleaf above the water level; has hollow stems and is often used as
Cumbungi (Typha orientalis) with strap-like leaves and the nesting material by water birds. The other species was
male or female flowers in dense cylindrical spikes. The plant Common Spike-rush (E. acuta) which grows to 60cm and has
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a dark brown flowering spike. Other water plants were again
Swamp Lily, but also Running Marsh-flower (Ornduffia
reniformis) with kidney-shaped floating leaves with long stalks
and yellow flowers whose petals have wavy edges. Damploving plants edging the water were Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria) with many pink flowers in a long spike-like
inflorescence; the small annual Star-fruit (Damsonium minus)
which has linear leaves and tiny pale pink flowers; and the
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Eleocharis sphacelata Tall Spike-rush
E. acuta Common Spike-rush
Eriochilus cucullatus Parson’s Bands
Eucalyptus globoidea White Stringybark
E. polyanthemos subsp. longior Red Box
E. tereticornis subsp. mediana Forest Red Gum subspecies
Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge
Glycine clandestina Twining Glycine
Gratiola pedunculata Stalked Brooklime
Hibbertia fascicularis Bundled Guinea-flower
Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort
Hypoxis hygrometrica Golden Weather-grass
Imperata cylindrica Blady Grass
Isotoma axillaris Showy Isotome
Kunzea ericoides Burgan
Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush
Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife
Melaleuca parvistaminea Rough-barked Honey-myrtle
Mentha axillaris River Mint
Monotoca scoparia Prickly Broom-heath
Ornduffia reniformis Running Marsh-flower

JW
Star-fruit -(Damsonium minus)
uncommon Stalked Brooklime (Gratiola pedunculata), a herb
to 50cm which has golden glands on the ovate leaves, bracts
and sepals, and single white to pink flowers. On the surface of
the water floated the minute Thin Duckweed (Spirodela
punctata) which has a single round thallus (to 5mm), hardly
ever has flowers and reproduces vegetatively. Nearby was
Nodding Blue Lily (Stypandra glauca) with a tuft of long stout
leaves and an open inflorescence of pretty deep blue flowers
with obvious yellow stamens.

Ottelia ovalifolia Swamp Lily
Persicaria decipiens Slender Knotweed
P. praetermissa Spotted Knotweed
Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken
Pterostylis ampliata Large Autumn Greenhood
Solanum prinophyllum Forest Nightshade
Spirodela punctata Thin Duckweed
Stypandra glauca Nodding Blue Lily
Styphelia adscendens Golden Heath
Typha orientalis Broadleaf Cumbungi
Utricularia australis Yellow Bladderwort
Xanthorrhoea minor Small Grass-tree

Thank you once again James for a lovely day, and Len and Zieria veronicea Pink Zieria
Jacquie for expert identification of the birds.
Plants:

Birds:

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood

Ephemeral Mill Swamp (Bengworden Road)

Acianthus exsertus Large Mosquito-orchid

Black Swan

Arthropodium strictum Chocolate Lily

Australasian Shoveler

Asplenium flabellifolium Necklace fern

Chestnut Teal

Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath

Grey Teal

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia

Pacific Black Duck

B. serrata Saw Banksia

Common Bronzewing

Caustis pentandra Thick Twig-rush

White-necked Heron

Cheilanthes sieberi Narrow rock-fern

White-faced Heron

Chiloglottis curviclavia Autumn Wasp-orchid

Straw-necked Ibis

Corunastylis capparina Dark Midge-orchid

Masked Lapwing

Damsonium minus Star-fruit

Crimson Rosella

Dichondra repens Kidney-weed

Eastern Rosella

Einardia nutans Nodding Saltbush

Yellow-rumped Thornbill
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Australian Magpie

Invertebrates:

Grey Butcherbird

Spiny or Jewel Spider

Australian Raven

Leaf-curling Spider

Welcome Swallow

Cabbage White Butterfly

Common Myna

Common Brown Butterfly

Bengworden Reserve (Boundary Road)

Frogs

Galah

Common Eastern Froglet - Crinia signifera
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Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Sacred Kingfisher
White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
Striated Thornbill
Brown Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Eastern Spinebill
Yellow-faced Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Red Wattlebird
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler

FB

Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Currawong

Spiny or Jewel Spider

Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Scarlet Robin
Eastern Yellow Robin
Bell’s Track (Providence Ponds)
Shining Bronze-cuckoo
White-naped Honeyeater
Swallow Lagoon
Common Starling
(45 species)
Fungi:
Amanita ananiceps
Lichenomphalia chromacea Yellow Navel or Yellow Belly
Button
Russula persanguinea Red Brittlegill
Mammal:
GI

Black Wallaby
Black or Swamp Wallaby
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By Pauline Stewart
After meeting members at Bruthen, we drove 10km along the
Great Alpine Road and turned off onto the White Rocks Track.
Here we parked the cars to begin a 9km return walk to view
the reclining vertical rock face of the cliffs across the far side
of the Tambo River. The pace is not fast on our bushwalks as
time is taken to stop along the way to look about at the
scenery and confer about the identity of the plants or birds
seen.
On the way down to the river it was noted that all the
surrounding forest which had been burnt in the 2019/20
bushfires that devastated so much of East Gippsland was
recovering. All the blackened eucalypts were sprouting
epicormic growth along their trunks and the undergrowth of
shrubs and small trees were lush and green. On the
intersection of Vics Track, there was a proliferation of Dusky
Coral-pea Kennedia rubicunda climbing up and over shrubs
and trees even covering up the road sign. Native Sarsaparilla
Hardenbergia violacea along with many other different plant
species most of which weren’t flowering at this time of the
year were all making their verdant most of post fire
conditions
The White Rocks Track was in fair condition while moderately
undulating and gradually leading downwards towards the
Tambo River. After a short scramble down to the riverbank
members appreciated the beautiful view of the rapidly
flowing Tambo River. After lunch at the cleared picnic area
the return walk was mostly uphill, although not extreme
everyone took their time with plenty of rest stops so as not to
overexert themselves as the sun was hot.
A thank you was extended to Noel for leading the walk.
Plants:
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle
A. implexa Lightwood
A. mearnsii Late Black Wattle
A. terminalis Sunshine Wattle
A. verticillata Prickly Moses
Adriana glabrata Eastern Bitter-bush
Brachycome multifida Cut-leaf Daisy
Calomeria amaranthoides Incense Plant
Cassinia aculeata Common Cassinia
Correa reflexa Common Correa
Daviesia latifolia Hop Bitter-pea
Dodonaea angustissima Narrow-leaf Hop-bush
Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia
Gynatrix pulchella Hemp-bush
Hardenbergia violacea
Hymenanthera dentata Tree Violet
Kennedia rubicunda Dusky Coral-pea
Marsdenia rostrata Milk-vine
Phyllanthus gunnii Shrubby Spurge

PS
Pauline Stewart at the overgrown sign post at the
junction of White Rocks Road and Vics Track

PS
PS
PS
White Rocks Road leading to the Tambo River
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By Margaret Regan

Our first foray after leaving Ensay was on the Upper
Little River Road. Overhead trees were Red Stringybark
(Eucalyptus macrorrhyncha) which has thick sub-glossy
leaves and buds with tapering conical caps in clusters of
6-12; the lovely white-barked Brittle Gum (E.
mannifera) which is named for its brittle wood which is
of little value; and Yellow Box (E. melliodora) whose
inner bark is yellow.

which has prostrate stems, which root at intervals and
bear two opposite rows of leaves. The light green
tubular flowers are borne in dense spikes and when
fertilised develop into green hairy fruits. It is believed
to be endemic to Victoria.
Herbs were Leafy Daisy (Brachyscome rigidula) whose
leaves are divided into slender lobes and the flower
heads range from white to pink and blue; Small St
John’s Wort (Hypericum gramineum) with orangeyellow flowers; and two species of bluebell
(Wahlenbergia spp.), one with fairly large blooms and
the other with tiny blooms. A tall tufted perennial was
Variable Sword-sedge (Lepidosperma laterale) with flat
flower stems and leaves and a spike-like inflorescence.

JW
Brittle Gum -(Eucalyptus mannifera)

Birds seen or heard here were Sulphur-crested
Cockatoo, White-faced Heron and White-throated
Treecreeper (sorry, no Len and Jacquie, but Nell did a
great job). On a tall stem was Fisch’s Greenhood
(Pterostylis fischii), whose flower is green and white
striped, with reddish colouring at the apices of the
tepals and a short labellum which is not visible; and
Large Mosquito-orchid (Acianthus exsertus) which has a
single flat heart-shaped leaf which is purplish
underneath and several tiny flowers on a purplish stem.
Small common shrubs were Grey Guinea-flower
(Hibbertia obtusifolia); prostrate Cranberry Heath
(Astroloma humifusum) which has spiky leaves and
bright red tubular flowers; and Pomax (Pomax
umbellata) with ovate leaves and an inflorescence
where the long-stemmed flowers all arise at the same
point. A less common trailing shrub was another
heath, Trailing Ground-berry (Acrotriche prostrata)

FB
Rooting Shank (above) Red Brittlegill (below)

There were, of course, fungi.
Two known gilled ones were
Rooting
Shank
(Xerula
australis) with a very long
white stem and a sticky brown
cap (to 80mm) with pure white
gills; and the stocky Red
Brittlegill
(Russula
persanguinea) which has a
pink (not red) cap (to 90mm)
and white stem and gills.

FB
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A tiny pretty fungus was Fairy Stool (Coltricia
cinnamomea) which has a round leathery cinnamoncoloured cap (to 30mm) with a white edge. It produces
its spores in pores on the undersurface of the cap,
unlike the previous fungi, whose spores are carried on
the sides of their gills. There were many others
unidentified.
We stopped near Little River which was a rushing
torrent. We were greeted by Golden Whistler, Grey
Fantail, Grey Shrike-thrush, Brown Thornbill, both male
and female Scarlet Robin and excitingly a Black-faced
Monarch (another flycatcher). Along the edge of the
river were the trees Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon)
and Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera); and the
vigorous creeper Lawyer-vine (Smilax australis) which
has prickly stems and large ovate leaves. Also edging
the water was Fishbone water-fern (Blechnum nudum)
whose pinnate fronds have close set pinnae attached by
wide bases. We did find two orchids – the tiny Parson’s
Bands (Eriochilus cucullatus) with a single flat ovate leaf
and several white to pink flowers with large lateral
sepals; and Long-tongue Summer Greenhood
(Pterostylis aestiva) that was oddly quite reddish. A
daisy herb was Button Everlasting (Coronidium
scorpioides) which can apparently flower in autumn at
times. It has grey-green hairy leaves at the base and up
the stem and a yellow inflorescence. We noticed the
tiny Red and Black Spider which has a black abdomen
with the rest of its body and legs red. Despite its red
colour its venom is not dangerous, unlike the Red-back
Spider!

On now to the Bentleys Plain Road and just before the
sign indicating entry to Nunniong State Forest we took a
little track to the left. Here we heard the raucous calls
of both Laughing Kookaburra and Yellow-tailed BlackCockatoo.
The two orchids here were Fisch’s
Greenhood and Parson’s Bands. A small tree beneath
the eucalypts was Tree Hakea (Hakea eriantha) which
has a fairly large crown of flat lustrous green leaves and
large, almost smooth fruits with short hooked beaks.
There were many small herbaceous plants. One was the
very pretty Pale Vanilla-lily (Arthropodium milleflorum)
whose mauve flowers’ stamens have furry stalks
(filaments).
Daisies were Austral Bear’s-ear
(Cymbonotus preissianus) which has a basal rosette of
toothed leaves and few yellow flower heads on short
stalks; and the much smaller Solenogyne (Solenogyne
gunnii) which also has a basal rosette of toothed leaves
(hairy) and short flowering stems with very tiny compact
inflorescences. A tiny mauve pea climber was Twining
Glycine (Glycine clandestina). There was Stinking
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle laxiflora) with long-stalked
hairy geranium-like leaves and clusters of cream flowers
with an offensive smell; purple Showy Violet (Viola
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betonicifolia) which has a basal rosette of daggershaped leaves; and tiny Golden Weather-grass (Hypoxis
hygrometrica) with grass-like leaves and usually a single
yellow starry flower. Others were Self-heal (Prunella
vulgaris), which is edible and has been used by some
aborigines to treat various physical ailments, although it
is introduced and now naturalised. It has purple flowers
in short dense terminal spikes.

A leathery shelf-fungus was the brown funnel-shaped
Rosette Fungus (Podoscypha petalodes) which has
several layers. At the base of a dead tree trunk was the
gilled funnel-shaped wood-rotting Ghost Fungus
(Omphalotus nidiformis). During daytime its body is
whitish, but it is best known for its bright green
luminescence at night. It is poisonous. A tiny bright
yellow gilled funnel-shaped fungus was Yellow Navel
(Lichenomphalia chromacea). It is a basidiolichen, which
relies on a symbiotic relationship with an alga. It is
found growing with a green algal mat. [‘Omphal’ is
Greek for the navel.] There was also the fertile clubs of
a fungus called a Vegetable Caterpillar (Cordyceps sp.)
This group of fungi parasitise insects, usually in their
larval stage (caterpillar). Here it is mostly moth larvae
that are attacked. Spores of the fungus penetrate the
soil where the larvae are living in burrows. The spores
infect the caterpillar and consume its soft tissue. A
column of fungal tissue emerges from behind the
caterpillar’s head, terminating in the fertile clubs which
emerge from the soil.
Back on Bentleys Plain Road was a very dry area with
many of the attractive white-trunked Brittle Gums.
Some of the ground cover was the dense tussock Spinyheaded Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia) which has flat
leaves and either male or female inflorescence spikes.
Again there was Fisch’s Greenhood, Parson’s Bands, but
also Large Autumn Greenhood (Pterostylis ampliata)
which has a green and white striped flower whose hood
has reddish colouring and the dorsal sepal is very
extended. There were the two flat opposite ovate
leaves of a bird- or wasp-orchid.
Further north was Wild Dog Creek Track. Our bird
observer Nell was kept busy with Superb Fairy-wren,
Grey Fantail, Grey Shrike-thrush, Eastern Yellow Robin,
Lewins Honeyeater, White-throated Treecreeper and
faintly possible Pied Butcherbird (but probably Grey
Butcherbird). Meanwhile the rest of us bush-bashed
through, among others, prickly Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria
spinosa), into a tiny plain. At the far end of the plain
were the two rare orchids Long-tongue Summer
Greenhood (Pterostylis aestiva), whose flower is a dark
bluish-green with a very long pointed hood and long
erect sepals; and Bristly Helmet-orchid (Corybas
hispidus) which has a single ground-hugging heart-
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White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
Brown Thornbill
Lewins Honeyeater
Eastern Yellow Robin
Thank you again James for leading us into wild places, Scarlet Robin
and to Nell, our great bird observer.
Grey Shrike-thrush
Plants:
Golden Whistler
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood
Black-faced Monarch
Acianthus exsertus Large Mosquito-orchid
Grey Fantail
Acrotriche prostrata Trailing Ground-berry
Grey Butcherbird (??Pied Butcherbird)
Arthropodium milleflorum Pale Vanilla-lily
Fungi:
Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath
Coltricia cinnamomea Fairy Stool
Blechnum nudum Fishbone water-fern
Cordyceps sp. Vegetable Caterpillar
Brachyscome rigidula Leafy Daisy
Lichenomphalia chromacea Yellow Navel
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria
Omphalotus nidiformis Ghost Fungus
Coronidium scorpioides Button Everlasting
Podoscypha petalodes Rosette Fungus
Corybas hispidus Bristly Helmet-orchid
Russula persanguinea Red Brittlegill
Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear’s-ear
Xerula australis Rooting Shank
Eriochilus cucullatus Parson’s Bands
Spider:
Eucalyptus macrorrhyncha Red Stringybark
Red and Black Spider
E. mannifera Brittle Gum
E. melliodora Yellow Box
Glycine clandestina Twining Glycine
Hakea eriantha Tree Hakea
Hibbertia obtusifolia Grey Guinea-flower
Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort
Hypericum gramineum Small St John’s Wort
Hypoxis hygrometrica Golden Weather-grass
Lepidosperma laterale Variable Sword-sedge
Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush
Pimelea curviflora Curved Rice-flower
Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris
Pomax umbellata Pomax
Prunella vulgaris Self-heal
Pterostylis aestiva Long-tongue Summer Greenhood
P. ampliata Large Autumn Greenhood
P. fischii Fisch’s Greenhood
Smilax australis Lawyer-vine
Solenogyne gunnii Solenogyne
Viola betonicifolia Showy Violet
Wahlenbergia spp. Bluebells
Birds:
White-faced Heron
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Curved Rice-flower -(Pimelea curviflora)
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shaped leaf with a single round dark reddish-purple
flower. The flower has the dorsal sepal hooding the
labellum which has deeply fringed margins and a
prominent white bristly central boss. [How on earth did
you find these, James??]

JW
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By Pauline Stewart
History
It is interesting to note that the name of this sleepy little
hamlet can be spelt either way, Bullumwaal as in the early
spelling or Bulumwaal as its presently spelt; it has a possible
aboriginal meaning of between two points or two spears,
being Mt Taylor and Mt Alfred. Situated about 30km north of
Bairnsdale Bulumwaal was once a bustling and noisy gold
mining town. Initially named Upper Boggy Creek it was
changed in 1870 to its current name of Bulumwaal. At the
start of the gold rush alluvial gold was found in the creeks but
was quickly depleted after which quartz mining began with
the Sons of Freedom reef operating in 1868. Crushing mills
were brought to Upper Boggy Creek (Bulumwaal) for the Sons
of Freedom mine and in November 1869 the scream of the
steam whistle and the thumps of quartz stampers were heard
for the first time. The day was celebrated with a holiday for
locals with visitors from Bairnsdale there to witness the
christening of the machine.

Bulumwaal’s heyday was during the late 1880s and 90s. From
150 residents in 1890 the population swelled to 700 by 1896.
Along with the homes of the miners, the town straggled along
several kilometres of the main road and possessed a post
office, telephone service, hotel, school (1876-1972), church,
mechanics’ institute (1894), coffee palace, drapers, jeweller,
grocer, other stores and a newspaper company. Social
activities were popular, with a cricket club, rifle club, brass
band, and dramatic company.
By the turn of the century, Bulumwaal’s mining industry
began to decline. The gold was becoming worked out, and it
was becoming increasingly expensive as mines increased in
depth and ore values declined.
The economic depression caused many unemployed to
migrate back to the old goldfields. Many old mines were
reopened and there were four quartz batteries in operation.
The most productive mines were the Sons of Freedom and the
Beehive.
Bulumwaal became inactive as a mining community during
the 1st world war and a lot of miners didn’t return to the town
at the finish of the war.
In the 1930s many unemployed men took up mining again and
several old mines were reopened. The social life of the town
revived and the church and school reopened. But almost all
mining ceased with the coming of World War 11. The battery
from the Beehive mine was eventually removed to the DW
East
Gippsland Historical Museum where it remains today.
In the 1950s two sawmills set up operations at Bulumwaal.
The number of school children increased, and a new school
was built near one of the mills. However, by 1972 the school
closed and was removed.
At present, although there is a small population enjoying the
quiet life in this beautifully situated town there are no retail
or community buildings left except the old Mechanics’
Institute hall.

Bushwalk
On a beautiful autumn Sunday morning 9 members met at
the Bulumwaal community hall (Mechanics’ Institute Hall)
where we were welcomed by Bulumwaal resident and
historian Phil Large. Phil gave a brief talk about the history of
PS
PS
Phil Large relating Bulumwaal history at the door of
the Community Hall

the town and opened the hall for us to look at an old painted
screen.

The screen which had been rolled up and stored

away for a long time was now hanging in front of the stage;
we as an interested group were privileged to see it as it had
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PS
The curtain on the stage of the Bulumwaal Community Hall showing historic advertising

PS
Remains of the boiler and stampers of the Sons of Freedom quartz crushing plant.
just undergone a $20,000 restoration and would hang there had been burnt during long-ago fires. Phil then led us a little
for a short time before it was refurled only be brought out on further on to the site of the Sons of Freedom mine where we
special occasions.
Phil then walked with us to the site of the town’s first
cemetery now reverted back to nature with only a couple of
upright headstones left as almost all of the wooden ones

carefully peered down into a large, deep vertical shaft.
Laying nearby amongst the ferns were the remains of the
boiler and stampers of the old quartz crushing plant. After
thanking Phil who then headed home the group walked up
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passing fern covered gullies one side and a valley view on the
other.
Turning left onto Burnetts Ridge Road the track became a
little hillier and a little more challenging and where the only
orchids found were a Sharp Midge Orchid and a Tiny
Greenhood. On reaching the start of Perseverance Track we
took time off for lunch before starting the walk downhill back
to the town. Along the way Phil had previously put up some
blue tapes for us to indicate the presence of old mines so
that members could walk down to see them.

The

Perseverance mine could only be accessed by a very
overgrown track which obviously is not known to many
people. Following the blue tape, we found the entrance to
the mine and with a bit of scrambling down a slippery bank at
the mouth the horizonal shaft was a sight to see. Well over
head high with dry rock walls three members went in with a
torch as far as when tunnels started to branch off the main
drive - it was thought best not to go any further in case we
got lost. After the adventure members headed off back down
to the cars which had been parked at the hall finishing a
history themed bushwalk.
Thank you Noel and Pauline

PS
Arriving at the junction of Jackies Dream and
Perseverance Roads

PS
Lunch time and a rest before descending Perseverance Road

PS
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The bushwalk for May was on slightly undulating, well
maintained bush tracks which took us through a regenerating
logging coup and an area that had previously been ferociously
burnt through the Waiwera area in the 2019-20 bushfires .
Driving Just east of Nowa Nowa we turned north off the
Princes Highway at Tostaree onto the Partellis Crossing Road.
After driving for about 3 km we parked the cars at the
beginning of Mahogany Road where we began our walk. After
strolling about 2km on the lookout for orchids and other
flowering plants or fungi we turned left onto Hartland River
Road. Along the way were beautiful stands of bright pink
Common Heath Epacris impressa and green Native Fuchsia
Correa reflexa, also identified in abundance was Dusty Miller
Spyridium parvifolium. We walked past an intriguingly named
track: Moaning Track—how did that get that name? Another
intriguing find was an incomplete set of footprints in a sandy
patch. They were only about 4 cm long and showed three
toes. Consulting Barbara Triggs’ book, Mammal Tracks and
Signs the conclusion was it could be the front footprint of a
Bandicoot. A lovely day out in the bush. Thank you Noel.
PS
PS
Native Fuchsia -(Correa reflexa)

PS

PS

Common Heath -(Epacris impressa) beside Hartland River Road

PS
PS
Bushwalkers at the junction of Hartland River Road and Moaning Track

Footprint in the sand on Hartland River Road
PS

