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CLUB INFORMATION
CORRESPONDENCE TO: The Secretary, P.O. Box 563, Bairnsdale 3875

www.bairnsdalefieldnaturalists.com.au
MEETINGS

FIELD TRIPS

General meetings take place at:

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each
field trip or bush walk to notify them of intention to
participate.

The Hub
27 Dalmahoy Street, Bairnsdale

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled
due to adverse weather conditions or other unforeseen
circumstances.

as per program at 7.30pm sharp
Committee meetings take place at:
members homes as per

Please take note of safety procedures in your

program at 10.00am.

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.
‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’ booklet.

THE CLEMATIS

This can be downloaded from our web site.

The Clematis is issued quarterly.
Responsibility for the accuracy of information

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS
1.
Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN.

and opinions expressed in this newsletter
rests with the author of the article.
All articles for Sspring 2021 Clematis must be
sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st September 2021.
SUBSCRIPTION FEES 2021
Single membership

$30

Family membership

$45

Mid-year fee (new members only)

$15

Subscriptions can be paid to the Treasurer at meetings
or excursions or by EFT or cheque by downloading a
Membership Application form from our web site.

2.

Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and
behind.

3.

When making a turn, give signal, and stay at
intersection until following car has also turned.

4.

If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your
car.
Other members will return to find you.

5.

The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist
drivers and car pool passengers to share fuel costs
and can be found on our web site.

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Walks vary in distance between 10 to 16 km.

1.

Easy:

Flat, good firm track.

Moderately easy:

Mostly flat, track in good to fair

To further the awareness and study of all
branches of natural history within the
East Gippsland community through field excursions,

condition.

regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and
publications.
2.

To observe and strengthen the laws for the

Moderate:

preservation and protection of indigenous flora,
fauna, habitat and important geological features.
3.

To promote the formation and preservation of

Moderately Difficult: May be some steep sections,
track may be rough in places.

National and State Parks and Reserves.
4.

To collaborate with other groups and agencies
with similar environmental interest.

May be undulating, track in good to fair
condition.

Difficult:

May have long steep sections, track
may be non- existent at times.

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not
included in the program.
CONTACTS for Field Trips
James Turner:
5155 1258 m. 0427 290 838
Noel Williamson
m. 0457 291 869
Connie Tuck
m. 0409 421 390
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Activity

Time

Meeting Place

Destination

Subject/
Rated

Leader/Speaker

Sun 4th

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Nyerimilang with
Friends of Nyerimilang

Connie Tuck

Mon 5th

Committee meeting

Sun 18th

Excursion

9.00am

Bridge Club

Clifton Creek – Sarsfield
area

James Turner

Sun 25th

Bushwalk

9.00am
9.30am

Bridge Club
Bruthen

White Rocks

Sun 1st

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Den of Nargun

Connie Tuck

Mon 9th

Committee meeting

Sun 22nd

Excursion

9.00am
9.30am

Bridge Club
Dead Horse Creek Rd

Gurrun-Gurrun-Yarn
State Forest

James Turner

Sun 29th

Bushwalk

9.00am
9.45am

Bridge Club
Lake Tyers House Rd

Wombat-Hartland Divide Road, Tostaree
area

Sun 5th

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Buchan Caves

Mon 6th

Committee meeting

10.00am

Pat McPherson’s
home

Fri 17th

General meeting

7.30pm

The Hub

TBD

Sun 19th

Excursion

9.00am
9.45am

Bridge Club
Nowa Nowa

Tostaree-Wombat
Creek

Sun 26th

Bushwalk

9.00am

Bridge Club

Fred Wigg Track –
Mia Mia Road, Melwood

JULY

TBD

Mod/
Diff

Noel Williamson

AUGUST

TBD

Mod

Noel Williamson

SEPTEMBER

Metallic Sun Orchid
Survey

Connie Tuck

James Turner

Not yet
rated

Noel Williamson

TBD

OCTOBER
Sun 3rd

Junior Excursion

9.00am
9.30am

All Abilities Playground
Bruthen Rotunda

Mon 4th

Committee meeting

10.00am

Pauline Stewart’s
home

Fri 15th

Annual General
Meeting

7.30pm

The Hub

Sun 17th

Excursion

9.00am
9.45am
10.15am

Bridge Club
Nowa Nowa
Orbost Forest Park

Bruthen area with Kath
Gallagher

Connie Tuck

Bonang Road

James Turner
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29th - 31st
Fri 29th

Bushwalk long weekend and Orchid Hunt
Bushwalk

Sat 30th
Sun 31st
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Time

Meeting Place

Destination

Subject/
Rated

Leader/
Speaker

TBA
TBA

TBA
TBA

Mod
Easy

Noel Williamson
Noel Williamson

Bushwalk

9.00am

TBA

Yeerung Gorge and
Marlo to Motts
Beach
Old Coast Road

Easy

Noel Williamson

Orchid Hunt

9.00am

Nowa Nowa

Cape Conran Coastal
Park

James Turner

Sun 7th

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Stratford Knob

Connie Tuck

Mon 8th

Committee meeting
Planning meeting

10.00am

Connie Tuck’s home

Fri 19th

General meeting

7.30pm

The Hub

TBD

Sun 21st

Excursion

9.00am
9.45am

Bridge Club
Red Knob

Tulloch Ard Road

Sun 28th

Bushwalk

9.00am

Bridge Club

Providence Ponds
Flora & Fauna Reserve- northern section

Sun 5th

Junior Excursion

9.00am

All Abilities Playground

Burnt Bridge

Mon 6th

Committee Meeting

10.00am

Pat McPherson’s
home

Fri 17th

Christmas Breakup

NOVEMBER

James Turner
Easy

Noel Williamson

DECEMBER
Connie Tuck

PS

Some interesting fungi seen this autumn

JW

JW
Devils Stinkhorn fungi (Phallus
rubicundus)

PS

PS

PS

PS
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Just when we thought we could settle back into our normal routine the effect of the bushfires and the pandemic has come
back to bite us.
The current (and fourth) Covid shut down forced us to cancel our May bushwalk and our April excursion had to be moved to
another area because the planned site at Buchan was an inaccessible post fires jungle. James tells me that more of our usual
excursion sites may not be accessible i.e. other flat areas that experienced extremely hot burns will be impenetrable and
others, such as rain forest areas like the one at Wairewa may never recover in our lifetime.
So we will just plan ahead as normal, make adjustments to our excursion venues as necessary and play by the rules of the
Covid game that are in place at any one time.

The little working party for the Club archive is currently putting together an inventory of the material we know about and
currently hold. Most is stored in the sheds of committee members. We know that in the past other members of the Club
were involved in activities and could well have data, documentation, photographs and publications relating to these
activities. We would like to know about them so we can consider whether they are relevant to the archive.
Please let me know if you hold anything; what it is and whether you are willing to share it or make it available to us for the
archive.

Now it is winter (which has come early and with a bang this year). This means that general meetings are in abeyance until
September but committee meetings will be held if required. Junior and senior excursions and bush walks will continue
subject to the exigencies outlined above. Our AGM is in October when your committee for the coming financial year will be
elected.
I will not be seeking re-election as President and Secretary so please put your thinking caps on for replacements for these
positions.

In closing I’d just like to say that it has been an absolute privilege to research and put together the profile of James Turner
for this edition of The Clematis. I’ve enjoyed it enormously.
Thank you James for being who you are, what you are and what you do.

Pat McPherson

PS
PS
PS
James Turner (left) and the late Lindsay Simmons (archive photo)
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By Margaret Regan

After heading east from Nowa Nowa we turned south off when disturbed.
the Princes Hwy down Lake Tyers Rd to the site of the burrows.
old glasshouse. The Glasshouse was situated on the
eastern side of Lake Tyers. The area has been a
gathering place for local aboriginal people for thousands
of years. The glasshouse manufactured green glass
insulators for telephone poles. Its furnace was a
substantial affair built in 1908 to a design common to
only two other furnaces, one in Belgium and the other in
England, but this one was the only one solely using wood
as a fuel. We saw the still substantial remains of the
brick kiln.

The water level in the lake was high, with most of the
islands under water and the beaches submerged. We
believe the entrance bar has been closed for 7-8 months.
In the saltmarsh at the edge of the lake we saw plants
which were mainly from four families adapted to harsh
saline conditions. They often have succulent grey leaves.
In the Chenopodiaceae were small Nodding Saltbush
(Einardia nutans) with grey spear-shaped leaves and red
fruits; the larger shrub Seaberry Saltbush (Rhagodia
candolleana) whose leaves are shining green and fleshy,
again with red fruits; and Beaded Glasswort (Sarcocornia
quinqueflora) which is leafless with an upright succulent
stem in which the flowers are embedded with only the
stamens and stigmas protruding.
The Aizoaceae
included pink prostrate Rounded Noon-flower
(Disphyma crassifolium) with shiny succulent rounded
leaves; the trailing shrub yellow Bower Spinach
(Tetragonia implexicoma); and New Zealand Spinach (T.
tetragonioides), which has small greenish flowers and
hard four-angled fruit. The leaves and young stems of
the spinach are edible, raw or cooked. There was also
the introduced, but now called naturalised, prostrate
yellow or pink Angled Pigface (Carpobrotus aequilaterus)
with triangular thick and fleshy leaves. Two families with
rush- or grass-like plants were Juncaceae and
Cyperaceae. In Juncaceae was Sea Rush (Juncus kraussii
subsp. australiensis) which has tall round stems (to
120cm), basal round pointed leaves and many brown
flowers clustered in the inflorescence; and in Cyperaceae
was Knobby Club-rush (Ficinia nodosa) with round stems
to 100cm and leaves reduced to orange-brown sheaths.
The inflorescence is a dense round head. Another plant
nearby was a native Raspberry (Rubus sp.), not a
saltmarsh plant. Very keen eyes discovered a very tiny
dark grey Jacky Lizard (one of the dragons) among the
leaf litter. These grey dragons are very prettily patterned
with a series of dorsal blotches, and have very long thin
tails. These swift alert dragons can run on hindlimbs

All Australian dragons lay eggs in

DL
Jacky Lizard

Travelling further east along the coast we went south to
Pettman’s Beach. There was a small freshwater wetland
behind the sand dunes with two tiny plants which were
blue Angled Lobelia (Lobelia anceps) which has small
irregular flowers with five petals; and the dwarfed
rosetted perennial yellow Swamp Goodenia (Goodenia
humilis) with two-lipped flowers.

DW
Swamp Goodenia (Goodenia humilis) Weir
PS
PS
The wetland was edged by Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca
ericifolia) with pale papery bark, narrow leaves and
flowers with creamy filaments in short spikes. We then
crossed the dunes to the ocean beach where it was
blowing a gale! On the sand dunes was the tree (very
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low here) Coast Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) with hard
grey bark, leaves which are whitish beneath and flowers
in pale yellow spikes; and the shrub Coast Wattle
(Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae) with thick broad
blunt leaves and flowers in robust spikes. A low dense
grey daisy shrub was Cushion-bush (Leucophyta brownii)
which has terminal compound inflorescences with up to
100 tightly packed flower heads. Another slightly larger
daisy shrub was Coast Everlasting (Ozothamnus
turbinatus) with densely cottony branchlets and flower
heads in dense terminal clusters. Small herbaceous
plants were pink Austral Stork’s-bill (Pelargonium
australe) with rounded leaves and irregular striped
flowers; and Centella (Centella cordifolia) with heartshaped leaves.

We stopped for lunch on the Old Orbost Rd in a cleared
area in the forest with a fire dam. Along the road in,
three shrubs flowering were Sunshine Wattle (Acacia
terminalis) which has bipinnate foliage and globular
flower heads in racemes; Sweet Wattle (A. suaveolens)
with thick narrow ascending phyllodes and similar, but
paler, flower heads; and pink Common Heath (Epacris
impressa). In the dam was Tall Spike-rush (Eleocharis
sphacelata) whose hollow stems can grow to 1.5m; a
pondweed (Potamogeton sp.); and the floating water
fern Ferny Azolla (Azolla pinnata) whose triangular
plants have pinnate branches. Its hanging roots have
numerous fine feathery rootlets. The Ferny Azolla takes
on a reddish tinge when growing in direct sunlight.
Plants on the edge of the dam were herbaceous Angled
Lobelia, Centella, Austral Brooklime (Gratiola peruviana)
with toothed leaves and single pink flowers with redpurple striations; and the prostrate shrub Cranberry
Heath (Astroloma humifusum) with spiky leaves and red
tubular flowers. Red-bellied Black Snakes were seen on
the banks on both sides of the dam, although it may
have been the same snake, as there was some time
between the sightings. One of them was about 1.5m
long. Red-bellied Black Snakes feed mainly on frogs and
are livebearing. Flying about the dam were small
dragonflies with red abdomens. Dragonflies can be
distinguished from damselflies as their wings are always
held horizontal at rest. There were a number of tiny
bright white moths with hairy abdomens resting on the
rushes. There were also two katydids, both with very
long antennae, the larger was green and the smaller
fawn. Evidence of mammals were scats of macropods
and the cloven hoof marks of probably Sambar Deer in
the mud at the edge of the dam.
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alternating leaves up the stem and a large terminal
feathery inflorescence. The wetland was edged with
Swamp Paperbark. There was also near the wetland the
tree Blue Box (Eucalyptus bauerana) with a greyish
crown of ovate leaves, box bark and buds in clusters of 3
-7; and the shrub Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera)
which has large leaves with deeply impressed veins.
Among the reeds were three knotweeds, Pale Knotweed
(Persicaria lapathifolia) with drooping pale pink flowers
in open spikes; Spotted Knotweed (P. praetermissa) with
white flowers and leaves with hastate bases; and
Slender Knotweed (P. decipiens) whose long thin leaves
usually have a dark blotch near the centre and the deep
pink flowers are in a dense inflorescence. The status of
Pale Knotweed is uncertain. It is found around the
world, so it may be native, naturalised (here for a very
long time) or a weed! Another herbaceous plant of
damp areas was Lesser Loosestrife (Lythrum
hyssopifolia) which has alternate linear to oblong leaves
and pink-purple solitary flowers in the upper leaf axils.
Other plants out of the water were a tiny bluebell
(Wahlenbergia sp.); and the herbaceous daisy Indian
Weed (Sigesbeckia orientalis), which is not a weed. It
has toothed leaves and yellow flower heads with about
8 ray florets and 10-15 disc florets. There was a tiny
striking orange and black striped ladybird. Ladybirds are
beetles and most are predaceous as adults and larvae,
often on important agricultural pests like mites, aphids
and scale insects which are difficult to control with
chemicals. There were two introduced butterflies, the
large yellow and black Monarch; and the ubiquitous
Cabbage White. The Monarch or milkweed butterfly is
native to North America, and it was probably blown in
around 1870 from New Caledonia. The larvae feed on
milkweeds and in Australia they feed on milkweeds
introduced from Africa and the Caribbean! The Cabbage
White larvae feed on members of the family
Brassicacae, as anyone discovering the green caterpillars
on their cabbages or broccoli will know!

PS
PS

At Hospital Creek on Old Orbost Road was a wetland
filled with Common Reed (Phragmites australis) whose
rigid hollow stems can grow to 4m. There are

PS
Monarch Butterfly
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On Irish Waterholes Rd, we visited one of the
waterholes, which was empty! The ground of the
waterhole was covered with a mat of the prostrate
yellow Swamp Goodenia and blue Hypsela (Hypsela
tridens) whose tiny leaves are three pointed. This tiny
plant is rare and only found between Nowa Nowa and
Newmerella. Honey bees were busy visiting the flowers
of both these plants. There was a stout gilled fungus
with a taupe cap and whose gills and stalk were white.
It may have been a Russula sp. We saw a mound of
pellets of a female Sambar Deer.
While driving in this forest the lead car was fortunate in
twice flushing a Turquoise Parrot at the track side.

Along Beach Rd we found our first orchid, with a
number of specimens of the tiny pink and white
Parson’s Bands (Eriochilus cucullatus). Much of the
flower is tiny, with a woolly labellum, but the white
lateral sepals are well developed and held below the
flower. The common name arises from these sepals
resembling the neckware of some Christian clergy.

PS
Cut-leaf Daisy (Brachyscome multifida)

There was also the pretty purple scrambler Hairy Fanflower (Scaevola ramosissima) with long hairy leaves;

DW
Parson’s Bands (Eriochilus cucullatus)

Small shrubs were Cranberry Heath; Dusty Miller
(Spyridium parvifolium) which has leaves with strongly
impressed veins and tiny flower heads with a few
whitish floral bracts below; and Rough Guinea-flower
(Hibbertia aspera) whose green leaves are minutely
rough and crowded on hairy branchlets. Some daisies
were yellow Button Everlasting (Coronidium scorpioides)
with grey-green hairy stem and leaves, and solitary
flower heads with central disc florets surrounded by
wrinkled bracts; mauve Cut-leaf Daisy (Brachyscome
multifida) which has finely divided leaves; and Hill Daisy
(B. aculeata) with no basal rosette, but leaves up the
stem and flower heads with yellow disc florets and
white ray florets.

PS
Hairy Fan-flower (Scaevola ramosissima)

and the tiny
Golden Weather-grass (Hypoxis
hygrometrica) which has hairs on the stems and leaves.
We saw the tiny fern, Screw Fern (Lindsaea linearis)
which has narrow pinnate fronds with fan-shaped
pinnae. The fertile frond is twisted like a screw, hence
the common name. There was a gilled fungalPSfruiting
body with a fawn cap (7cm), brown gills andPS
a white
stalk with a white annulus (ring).
The southern end of Beach Rd is Ewing Morass Wildlife
Reserve. It is large, covering an area of 6,700 hectares
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behind the primary sand dunes and the Ninety Mile
Beach. It stretches from Pettman Rd east to Corringle
on the Snowy River. Much of its vegetation was Tall
Spike-rush, but there was also some Broadleaf
Cumbungi (Typha orientalis) which has leaves up to 2m.
Its flowers are in a very compact cylindrical spike with
male flowers above the female flowers. A grass was
Australian Salt-grass (Distichlis distichophylla) whose
leaves are distichous – that is, arranged in two rows.
The fallen trunks of edging Swamp Paperbarks
supported the fungus Scarlet or Orange Bracket
(Pycnoporus coccineus) which is usually orange and the
amazing Chocolate Tube Slime Mould (Stemonitis
splendens). This tiny fruiting body had upright tubular
brown projections, presumably covered with spores.
The Chocolate Tubular Slime Mould spends most of its
life as a glistening cobwebby material oozing around
wood piles and the forest floor. The plasmodium can
creep at speeds as great as 2cm per hour. It is one
huge cell (with thousands of nuclei) moving around
engulfing and digesting bacteria. We saw more deer
damage along the edge of the morass.

Thank you James for another wonderful day, and Len
for the great bird list.

Plants:
Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae Coast Wattle
A. suaveolens Sweet Wattle
A. terminalis Sunshine Wattle
Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath
Azolla pinnata Ferny Azolla
Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia
Brachyscome aculeata Hill Daisy
B. multifida Cut-leaf Daisy
Carpobrotus aequilaterus Angled Pigface
Centella cordifolia Centella
Coronidium scorpioides Button Everlasting
Disphyma crassifolium Rounded Noon-flower
Distichlis distichophylla Australian Salt-grass
Einardia nutans Nodding Saltbush
Eleocharis spacelata Tall Spike-rush
Epacris impressa Common Heath
Eucalyptus bauerana Blue Box
Eriochilus cucullatus Parson’s Bands
Ficinia nodosa Knobby Club-rush
Goodenia humilis Swamp Goodenia
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Gratiola peruviana Austral Brooklime
Hibbertia aspera Rough Guinea-flower
Hypoxis hygrometrica Golden Weather-grass
Hypsela tridens Hypsela
Juncus kraussii subsp. australiensis Sea Rush
Leucophyta brownii Cushion-bush
Lindsaea linearis Screw fern
Lobelia anceps Angled Lobelia
Lythrum hyssopifolia Lesser Loosestrife
Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark
Ozothamnus turbinatus Coast Everlasting
Pelargonium australe Austral Stork’s-bill
Persicaria decipiens Slender Knotweed
P. lapathifolia Pale Knotweed
P. praetermissa Spotted Knotweed
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris
Potamogeton sp. a pondweed
Rhagodia candolleana Seaberry Saltbush
Rubus sp. a raspberry
Sarcocornia quinqueflora Beaded Glasswort
Scaevola ramosissima Hairy Fan-flower
Sigesbeckia orientalis Indian Weed
Spyridium parvifolium Dusty Miller
Tetragonia implexicoma Bower Spinach
T. tetragonioides New Zealand Spinach
Typha orientalis Broadleaf Cumbungi
Wahlenbergia sp. a bluebell
Fungi:
Pycnoporus coccineus Scarlet or Orange Bracket
?Russula a brittlegill
Slime Mould:
Stemonitis splendens Chocolate Tube Slime Mould

PS
PS
PS
Screw Fern (Lindsaea linearis)
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Birds:
Nowa Nowa
Australian Magpie
Red Wattlebird
Masked Lapwing
Welcome Swallow
White-bellied Sea-Eagle (carrying nesting material)
“The Glasshouse”
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Straw-necked Ibis
Australian Raven
Superb Fairy-wren
Magpie-lark
Black Swan
Silver Gull
Pacific Gull
Crested Tern
Caspian Tern
Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Brown Thornbill
Yellow Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
White-browed Scrubwren
Eastern Whipbird
Grey Butcherbird
Silvereye
Red-browed Finch
Common Starling
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Old Orbost Rd (at Hospital Creek)
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Crimson Rosella
Irish Waterholes Rd
Turquoise Parrot
Beach Rd
Spotted Pardalote
Musk Lorikeet

Turquoise Parrot

Photo by Gary Cousens, BirdLife East Gippsland

Pettman’s Beach
Little Wattlebird
Rainbow Lorikeet
New Holland Honeyeater
Eastern Yellow Robin
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Old Orbost Rd (Fire Dam)
White-throated Treecreeper
White-eared Honeyeater
Pied Currawong
Laughing Kookaburra

DW
Blue Ant (female) - (Diamma bicolor)
A wasp that looks and behaves just like an ant!
The flowers are Hypsela tridens
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By Margaret Regan

We drove north out of Ensay along the Little River Rd
and entered the Nunniong State Forest. Just after
turning onto Bentley Plains Rd we took a stop on a road
to the left. We were in a mixed eucalypt forest with
Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) which has greybrown rough outer bark, but inner yellow bark, and
stalked fruits in clusters of 3-7. It is an excellent honey
producer. The pretty Brittle Gum (E. mannifera) has
smooth powdery white bark with patches of red in
summer which shed as flakes. Red Stringybark (E.
macrorhyncha) has rough stringy bark, beaked buds and
large fruits with a massive domed disc. Gippsland
Peppermint (E. croajingolensis) has rough fibrous bark
and a crown of thin bluish broad leaves.
Orchid lovers were pleased to see the rare tall Fisch’s
Greenhood (Pterostylis fischii) whose green and white
striped flower was brown at the front of the hood and
had very long thin curled erect lateral sepals. The other
rare greenhood was Long-tongue Summer Greenhood
(P. aestiva) with a dark bluish green and white striped
flower with a brown labellum. Other orchids were the
rare Bristly Helmet-orchid (Corybas hispidus) with a
heart-shaped ground-hugging green leaf and a single
reddish-purple flower whose deeply fringed dorsal hood
covers the white circular labellum; and Small Mosquito–
orchid (Acianthus pusillus) which also has a green flat
heart-shaped leaf , but this is purple underneath. It has
a flowering stem to 18cm with up to 18 tiny insect-like
flowers.
There were a few specimens of the sculptural Austral
Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) with a small trunk
below a tuft of long narrow tough leaves (to over 1m)
and a very tall stalked inflorescence (to 180cm) covered
with hundreds of cream flowers. Two herbaceous
daisies were bright yellow Coronidium monticola with
densely cottony stems and leaves, and inflorescences
with the outer bracts transversely wrinkled; and the low
densely branched Narrow-leaf New Holland Daisy
(Vittadinia muelleri) which has linear leaves and
inflorescences with purplish ray florets. Other small
herbaceous plants were a very pretty tall bright blue
bluebell (Wahlenbergia sp.); purple Showy Violet (Viola
betonicifolia) with a basal rosette of spear-shaped
leaves; finished Austral Bugle (Ajuga australis); and the
tiny pink pea climber Slender Tick-trefoil (Desmodium
varians) with trifoliolate leaves and erect flowering
stalks with up to 60 tiny blooms. A small shrub was the
ubiquitous Grey Guinea-flower (Hibbertia obtusifolia)
whose leaves are wider at the end away from the stem.
There were several gilled fungi. One which was
PS just
unfolding was the pretty Macrolepiota procera whose
cap is fawn with brown scales and a dark central raised
button.

There was another with a dark brown cap (8cm), but a
white stalk and white gills. There were many of the third
fruiting body growing out of the ground. They were
quite large (cap c.15cm) and stocky with cap, stalk and
gills being mid brown.

KR

KR

Fungi sp.

KR
Rosette or Wine Glass Fungus (Podoscypha petalodes)

On to Upper Little River Road at our lunch stop, was the
small Leafy Daisy (Brachyscome rigidula) with tiny
dissected leaves and flower heads with yellow central
florets and mauve outer rays. There was also a large
amount of rubbish left behind by campers.

We took a side track to much wetter vegetation. One of
the tall overhead trees was Mountain Grey Gum
(Eucalyptus cypellocarpa) which has grey gum bark, long
narrow adult leaves and elongated ribbed buds in 7s on
flattened peduncles. A wattle was Silver Wattle (Acacia
dealbata) with dusty green bipinnate foliage with some
glands just at the bases of the pinnae. A tall shrub was
Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera) with large dark
green leaves with impressed veins above and many
stalked star-shaped hairs below. Three daisy shrubs
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were Musk Daisy-bush (Olearia argophylla) whose large
green leaves have toothed margins and are silvery-silky
underneath; Shiny Cassinia (Cassinia longifolia) with
long narrow leaves; and Blanket Leaf (Bedfordia
arborescens) whose large leaves are white and woolly
beneath, and when dead often hang down, still on the
tree. Blanket Leaf is named for a Duke of Bedford, who
was a patron of botany. In a gully were Treeferns,
probably Soft Treefern (Dicksonia antarctica). Some
beautiful small single fruiting bodies of the Rosette or
Wine Glass Fungus (Podoscypha petalodes) were found
growing on the ground. They were funnel-shaped with
ruffled edges, brown with concentric rings, and almost
JW
transparent.
We continued on Little River Rd up the southern slope
of Mt Nugong which has a fire watch tower and an
elevation of 1481m above sea level. We didn’t go right
to the top, as time was now limiting and the track
becomes steep. Here the overhead trees were a
monoculture of Silvertop Ash (Eucalyptus sieberi),
presumably maintained as such by Vic Forests to
harvest for its timber. Silvertop Ash has dark deeply
furrowed ironbark to the upper branches with smooth
white branches above. Here the small shrub Sunshine
Wattle (Acacia terminalis) was just finishing flowering.
It has bipinnate foliage and globular flower heads in
racemes (with the youngest flowers at the top of the
stalk). A stop here was to see a grove of the rare small
shrub Mountain Banksia (Banksia canei). Although rare,
we saw quite a few plants further along the road. It
mostly grows between 1000-1500m on dry rocky ridges.
Its leaf margins mostly have irregular sharp spines and
their lower surface is white net-veined. The flowers in
the cones are pale yellow with grey-blue styles, and
deciduous. Mountain Banksia was named for Bill Cane,
a nursery man and apiarist who first discovered this
banksia on Mt Seldom Seen.
Another small plant which was not flowering, whose
leaf margins also have sharp-pointed teeth, and which
is in the same family Proteaceae, was Holly Lomatia
(Lomatia ilicifolia). Other small shrubs were Showy
Parrot-pea (Dillwynia sericea) with apricot flowers with
red centres forming dense leafy inflorescences; Grey
Guinea-flower; Glandular Pink-bells (Tetratheca
labillardierei) with rounded leaves and deep lilac
flowers with densely hairy ovaries; and white Prickly
Broom-heath (Monotoca scoparia) which has pointed
leaves and tubular flowers.
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Further up the Mt Nugong road beneath Silvertop Ash
was more Mountain Banksia, but also a few plants of
the vulnerable Tulloch Ard Grevillea (Grevillea
polychroma) which is endemic to Victoria and is found
mainly between Buchan and Gelantipy. It is a spreading
shrub to 3m with obovate leaves and small
inflorescences with (in this case) red flowers. The
flowers can also be yellow or orange, hence the specific
name (many colours). Also there were several bushes
of the rare Outcrop Guinea-flower (Hibbertia
hermanniifolia), one of which had a few flowers. It is
apparently confined in Victoria to dry mountain slopes
and rocky summits. Its spoon-shaped leaves have
differing groups of stellate hairs top and bottom.

On our journey back, we were passing a homestead just
before Ensay. A fox ran across the road, then stopped
beside the road, turned around and sat down. We
stopped too and had a short chat (concerned about cars
coming behind). He or she was a very handsome
animal. As we drove away the animal followed behind
briefly. We could only assume that it was somewhat
tamed, maybe by the residents of the nearby house,
although this is very doubtful as this is sheep country!!

You picked a beautiful day and showed us many
JW to
interesting plants, thank you James. Thank you also
all those identifying birds, particularly Jacquie, Len,
David and James.

PS
Blanket Leaf (Bedfordia arborescens)

Of particular note, several pairs of Spotted Quail-thrush,
not often seen these days, were disturbed by the lead
car. They scurried away in typical fashion.
PS
PS
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Plants:
Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle
A. terminalis Sunshine Wattle
Acianthus pusillus Small Mosquito–orchid
Ajuga australis Austral Bugle
Banksia canei Mountain Banksia
Bedfordia arborescens Blanket Leaf
Brachyscome rigidula Leafy Daisy
Cassinia longifolia Shiny Cassinia
Coronidium monticola
Corybas hispidus Bristly Helmet-orchid
JW
Desmodium varians Slender Tick-trefoil
Dicksonia antarctica Soft Treefern
Dillwynia sericea Showy Parrot-pea
Eucalyptus croajingolensis Gippsland Peppermint
E. cypellocarpa Mountain Grey Gum
E. macrorhyncha Red Stringybark
E. mannifera Brittle Gum
E. melliodora Yellow Box
E. sieberi Silvertop Ash
Grevillea polychroma Tullach Ard Grevillea
Hibbertia hermanniifolia Outcrop Guinea-flower
H. obtusifolia Grey Guinea-flower
Lomatia ilicifolia Holly Lomatia
Monotoca scoparia Prickly Broom-heath
Olearia argophylla Musk Daisy-bush
Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris
Pterostylis aestiva Long-tongue Summer Greenhood
P. fischii Fisch’s Greenhood
Tetratheca labillardierei Glandular Pink-bell
Viola betonicifolia Showy Violet
Vittadinia muelleri Narrow-leaf New Holland Daisy
Wahlenbergia sp. a bluebell
Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree

Rainbow Lorikeet
Laughing Kookaburra
White-throated Treecreeper
Superb Fairy-wren
Eastern Spinebill
Red Wattlebird
Crescent Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
White-naped Honeyeater
Spotted Pardalote
White-browed Scrubwren
Spotted Quail-thrush
Eastern Whipbird
Australian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Willie Wagtail
Grey Fantail
Restless Flycatcher
White-winged Chough
Australian Raven
Jacky Winter
Eastern Yellow Robin
Silvereye
Australasian Pipit
Common Starling
33 species
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JW

Mammal:
Fox

Fungi:
Macrolepiota procera
Podoscypha petalodes Rosette or Wine Glass Fungus
Birds:
Australian Wood Duck
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Gang-gang Cockatoo
Galah
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Crimson Rosella

PS
Spotted Quail-thrush
Photo by Gary Cousins, BirdLife East Gippsland
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by Pauline Stewart
A group of six bushwalkers met east of Nowa Nowa at the
corner of the Princes Highway and Lake Tyers House Road at
9.45am. Driving in convoy down Lake Tyers House Road and
turning left into Humbug Road it was delightful to see the
forest lit up with the golden flowers of hundreds of Sunshine
Wattle trees lining the track. After parking the cars on the
corner of Humbug and Montas Roads the group, walking
south along Montas Road were delighted to come across a
large, noisy flock of Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos who flew
low over us with their slow wing beats and not unpleasant
screeching. After giving us the eye they then settled in the
trees still talking to each other as they ripped and prodded
the bark of large wattles looking for wood-boring insects.
The large forest trees were a mix of Stringybark (presumably
white and/or yellow), Silver-top Ash (Eucalyptus sieberi), Red
Ironbark (E. sideroxylon) and other gums. A stand of low Silver
Banksia, (Banksia marginata) was resplendent with their
golden cylindrical flower spikes on show; there were also
areas of Saw Banksia, (Banksia serrata) which can often be
found in near-coastal open-forests on poor sandy soil such as
where we were walking. These trees are easily identified with
their twisted and gnarled branches and 8-15cm long sawtoothed leaves. We came across some lovely examples of the
Cherry Ballart, (Exocarpos cupressiformis) with one in
particular which caught the eye having a beautiful weeping
form.

The forest had intermittent extensive stands of Black She-Oak,
(Casuarina littoralis) where Glossy Black-Cockatoos are known
to feed; this cockatoo is highly specialised being reliant of
casuarina seeds. The birds can easily be missed, as unlike their
rowdy cousins the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo the only
sound you are likely to hear is the clicking of bills as they
demolish hard, woody seed capsules. Unfortunately, no
Glossy Blacks were observed on the walk.
Along the way a mystery presented itself when members
began finding old iron spikes lying half buried in the sandy
road surface. The spikes looked like they had something to do
with securing rails for a tramway or some such.

JJ
Yellow-tailed Black- Cockatoo
A plant commonly seen beside the road was Dusty Miller,
(Spyridium parvifolium). Growing to about 3 metres tall it has
dark green, elliptical leaves growing to about 10mm long and
produces stalked heads of flat clusters of small white flower
with each individual flower about 2-3 mm in length. The
flower head is surrounded by cream-coloured bracts.

PS
PS
Cherry Ballart (Exocarpos cupressiformis)

Dusty Miller (Spyridium parvifolium)
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Slowly walking along the track another plant that caught our
attention was a stand of erect, bright green, leafy shrubs to
which members became intrigued as it was noted that
individual plants had differing flowering structures. On
consulting Costerman’s Native Trees and Shrubs of southeastern Australia they were found to be Large-leaf Hop-Bush,
(Dodonaea triquetra) in which we learnt that the plants were
unisexual referring to plants or flowers with functional
reproductive organs of one sex only, so in other words there
were male and female plants.
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The first mail-run by coach from Lakes Entrance to Orbost
began in 1886 following what is now named the Old Orbost
Road. First the vehicles had to cross ‘The Bar’ at Lake Tyers,
that is the sandbar separating Lake Tyers from Bass Strait.
This could be fraught with difficulties and often the
passengers were expected get down from the coach so the
horse team could pull the heavy transport over the sand. The
coach then had to progress across a swampy area at the
beginning of Ewings Marsh before it could reach the easier
track through the bush. It wouldn’t have been long before
areas along the sides of the track became used for grazing
and timber-getting and these pursuits would have been

PS

PS
Large-leaf Hop-Bush (Dodonaea triquetra ) male above, female at right
Further along another small group of shrubs was observed
and immediately identified. The plants were spreading and
loosely branched and lacking strongly defined stems and with
PS
sparsely spaced flowers of a violet colour on long slender
stalks. Despite its lavender-coloured leanings the plant is
commonly known as the Blue Howittia, Howittia trilocularis.
responsible for opening the number of side tracks along the
Trilocularis - tri = three, referring to the three-celled fruit,
way (including Montas Road). A lot of the timber taken
locularis = having cavities.
would have been used in the construction of the Bairnsdale
The genus Howittia was named in the mid-1800s for Dr to Orbost railway line which opened in 1916. This information
Godfrey Howitt, a Melbourne physician, in recognition of his would then make sense of the discovery of the old iron spikes
work as an amateur botanist. Godfrey Howitt had an found in the road surface along the track we were walking.
association with Bairnsdale being the uncle of our own Alfred They could well have been the spikes hammered into trunks
W. Howitt, explorer, scientist, public servant and much more. by axemen as they scaled the tall trees to fell them for use as
Moving on and coming within hearing range of crashing sleepers and building material for the substantial trestle
waves, the group found that they were not able to access the bridges along the line.
Ninety Mile Beach at the end of Montas Road as Ewing’s
Morass lay between them and the ocean. After finding a
comfortable log to sit on for lunch the group did an about
turn and made their way back to the cars ending a delightful
15km walk.

But further to the above I now know that the real story
behind the spikes is quite different. Apparently 7000m 3 of
railway basalt ballast which occasionally contained old
railway dog spikes was salvaged from the closed Orbost line
and stockpiled at Nowa Nowa for road maintenance of the
lesser tracks in the district.

A little of the history of the area was found in an article from
the Victorian Naturalist Vol. 115 (1) 1998 that I though solved
The group thanked Noel Williamson for leading them on a
the mystery of the iron spikes and a summary of the article
pleasant day out in the bush.
reads as follows:
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JAMES ROBERT TURNER
LEGENDARY FIELD NATURALIST OF EAST GIPPSLAND
By Pat McPherson
Introduction
As a boy growing up in Bengworden South and
pushing his bicycle to Meerlieu State School,
James Turner began a lifelong interest in natural
history which started with exploratory bush excursions and studying the limited books available, An Australian Bird Book by J.A. Leach (1945)
and Wild Flowers of Victoria by Jean Galbraith
(1967). The Wild Life magazines edited by Philip
Crosbie Morrison were eagerly sought and read
with much interest, as were the monthly articles
in the Bairnsdale Advertiser mostly penned by
the late Lottie Barfield on the exploits of the
Bairnsdale Field Naturalists Club, of which James
became a member in 1970. From then on, being
with like minded people and studying A Handbook of Plants of Victoria by J.H. Willis, James
interest in natural history flourished. In the
1990’s, Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Flora of Victoria
and the botanical reference books that were
around at the time made plant identification
much easier.

CN

James also made contact with and sought information and advice from noted botanists of the
day, namely Cliff Beaugfehole, Dr. Jim Willis the
Senior Botanist of Melbourne Herbarium, Neville Walsh and David Cameron DLWP.

Club involvement
Now a life member of the Club, James held Executive positions for 25 years between 1973 and 2011.
Since 1971 he has led field excursions which are mostly flora based but include ornithology, mycology and fauna.
In 1994 he became (and still is) the Botanic Group Co-ordinator for the Club which, in addition to planning and leading
the monthly excursions, involves special surveys and annual camp outs.
Reports of the findings of these activities have been comprehensively recorded in The Clematis, initially those written
by James himself and latterly, those written by our resident botanist Margaret Regan.
This information has been available to the general public on-line since 2014 and the preceding hard copies are being
systematically added on-line.
This means that 50 years of James observations of the flora of East Gippsland is
on record and freely available to the general and the wider botanical community.

In addition to this in-house publication, James, along with Jennifer Wilkinson and Andrew Bould was integral to the
production of Orchids of East Gippsland a Field Guide published by the Club in 2014.
Five years in the making, James led the excursions throughout East Gippsland
to locate and identify the two hundred orchid species featured in this book. He contributed the descriptive text on
most species as well as a large number of
the photographs. The field guide has been updated with James’s input and reprinted twice since then and together
with Jennifer Wilkinson he is currently working on the Club’s next publication, Wildflowers of East Gippsland.
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Monitoring, survey and conservation work throughout East Gippsland
From 1992 until it was discontinued in early 2000, James was involved in locating and monitoring Victorian rare or
threatened species (VROTS) in 16 locations throughout East Gippsland as part of the Botanic Guardians Research
Project and recording these species on the VROTS data base.
Since then James has continued to monitor these species annually in some of their sites (either independently or
through B&DFNC excursions) and entering them on the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) data base on-line.
In addition, James regularly enters other plants on the VBA (latest estimate – over 200) and over the years has
contributed countless plant specimens to the Melbourne Herbarium.

KS
Buff Hazelwood (Symplocos thwaitesii) found by
James in 1976

JJs
On Mt Baldhead

For many years, James and his wife Lynn conducted ornithological surveys and bird banding around the Gippsland
Lakes and beyond which adds to and extends the known distribution of Victoria’s flora and fauna species.
James often receives requests from state departments/instrumentalities, botanical institutions, botanical associations
and local environmental groups to undertake flora surveys in East Gippsland and involves the Club members in these
activities when he can. The ones that come to mind since 2005 are:
*

Bendoc Nature Conservation Reserve (where a number of new species were recorded for the Reserve)

*

Swallow Lagoon Nature Conservation Reserve

*

Canni Creek Flora Reserve

*

Stratford Highway Park

*

Waterholes Guesthouse complex at Clifton Creek

*

Blond Bay Reserve (annual surveys of Metallic Sun Orchids)

*

Bengworden Flora Reserve
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*

Marlo Airport (orchids)

*

Dinner Plain Benambra

*

Cabbage Tree Creek

*

Suggan Buggan.
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At other times James has assisted in searches for threatened and extinct flora at Cobungra, Gillingall and the
Bairnsdale Rail Reserve.

James also assisted in the Millennium Seed Bank project by collecting seed from specific flora in designated parts of
East Gippsland i.e. Nunniong Plateau, Bindi and Bonang Road, Genoa River Gorge in the far east as well as local sites
north of Bruthen and Lakes Entrance. This was a very important project as the seed collected is now stored in a
controlled environment for perpetuity; some in Australia; some at the Kew Gardens in England

New discoveries and some rediscoveries.
Whilst not new to science the following discoveries
by James had not been recorded in Victoria before.
1.

Waxy Boronia (Boronia polygalifolia)

2.

Sticky sedge (Cyperus fulvus)

3.

Slender Flat-sedge (Cyperus gracilis)

4.

Gargaloo (Parsonia eucalyptophylla)

5.

Spreading Bush-pea (Pultenaea microphylla)

6.

Buff Hazelwood (Symplocos thwaitesii)

7.

Straggly Lantern-bush (Abutilon oxycarpum var. subsagittatum)

8.

Coast Myall (Acacia binervia).

There are several rediscoveries too of plants with very limited distribution in Victoria such as Mountain Cryptandera
(Cryptandera speciosa), Metallic Sun Orchid (Thelymitra epipactoides) at Blond Bay and the Curled Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum
retroflexum).
However, it was the rediscovery of the Mountain Burr-daisy (Calotis pubescence) at Cobungra in 2009 (which was first
discovered by Baron von Mueller in 1884 and not recorded since) that is one of James‘s most memorable finds.

Conclusion
James Turner’s botanical leadership of the Club; his ceaseless flora monitoring and recording; his surveys and projects for
departments, botanical instrumentalities and agencies/groups with an interest in natural history and conservation has
extended across the whole of East Gippsland for over 50 years. He willingly shares his time, knowledge and expertise with
them all but James is also there for the little guy. Hardly a month goes by without a botanical query or a photo from an
individual in the community who wants the plant identified.
I simply handball it to James and he always obliges.

James Turner is a botanical legend throughout East Gippsland.
He brings great credit to himself, to his family and to the Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalist Club.
His name stands high up on the list of local people most admired.
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By Jennifer Wilkinson

JT
Members exploring the vegetation at Lochend
It was a clear but cool day as we gathered at Nowa Nowa to
greet others and sign the book. Heading east along the
Highway we turned north into Partellis Crossing Road and
while this area of clay soil appeared to have been cleared not
that long ago, the first stop is always a scintillating wander,
listening to the birds and looking for treasures in an
unfamiliar area. Of note among the thick regrowth were
Common Heath, mostly pink, (Epacris impressa), Hairy Fan
Flower (Scaevola ramosissima), Leptospermum continentalis,
Sunshine Wattle (Acacia terminalis), Hibbertia aspera and
Cranberry Heath (Styphelia humifusa) with berries and a few
flowers, and Tall Bluebells ? (Wahlenbergia stricta subsp.
stricta). And of course, there was plenty of fungi including
yellow belly button fungi (Omphalina sp.), puff balls, leathery
shelf-fungi and various unknown pore-fungi. Where are you
Andrew?

Moving on to the Mahogany Road intersection we stepped
out of the car only to be greeted by the unmistakable smell of
Stinkweed (Opercularia sp.), but of more interest to most was
a brand-new concrete floodway constructed at the Wombat
Creek crossing. In the vegetation beneath the massive
Southern Mahogany (Eucalyptus botryoides) were numerous
Wombat Berry vines (Eustrephus latifolius) sporting colourful
orange fruit, Forest Nightshade (Solanum prinophyllum) with
marbled green fruit and a tall stand of Golden Everlasting
(Xerochrysum bracteatum) now well past their prime. Also of
note among remnant seedheads of Kangaroo Grass (Themeda
triandra) and Saw-sedge (Gahnia radula) were a few flowers
on Twiggy Daisy-bush (Olearia ramulosa var. ramulosa) and
poking through the soil were some green blades of Large
Tongue-orchid (Cryptostylis subulata).

Returning to the Highway and across into Old Orbost Rd. then
Irish Waterholes Rd. and right into Circle Rd. we were on the
hunt for Cobra Greenhoods (Pterostylis grandiflora) of which
a number were found. It wasn't long before the orchid list

grew following numerous calls to see Large Mosquito-orchid
(Acianthus (exsertus) and Small Mosquito–orchid (A. pusillus),
Spurred Helmet-orchid (Corybas aconitiflorus) and Fringed
Helmet-orchid
(C. fimbriatus). And of course, more
fungi including many more Belly Button caps and a
particularly beautiful Yellow Coral fungus. With heads down
looking at all the little treasures it's easy to momentarily
become too absorbed to hear the serenade of an amazing
array of bird calls. But they were a'plenty and thanks to Len
for identifying them all and for contributing the bird list.

Our relaxed lunch chatter suddenly turned to excitement as a
large, Red-bellied Black snake appeared and slithered its way
across the road, not many metres from our chairs. It seemed
a bit cool for reptilian activity, but I guess the sun was shining
albeit weakly and, well if you need to get to the other side,
you need to get to the other side.

After lunch the expert orchid spotters discovered Autumn
Wasp-orchid (Chiloglottis curviclavia) while many others
turned their focus to the magical miniature gardens of fresh
green moss and lichen on the embankments, tiny and not so
tiny fungi and dozens of ant cones everywhere. It's not
uncommon for ants to build funnel-shaped cones after rain
but it was only after disturbing a cone that the creators
revealed themselves. They were minute brown ants smaller
than the grains of sand that make up their cone, so I thought
there must be a very good reason for an ant colony to busy
themselves for days and days carting grains of sand up from
their underground nest. The Australian Museum website
explained
that
these
tiny
Funnel
Ants
(Aphaenogaster longiceps), are native to Australia and PS
"are
known to have a mutually beneficial relationship with aphids
on plant roots. The ants take excess sugary fluid exuded by
the bugs as they feed and, in return, the aphids are protected
from predators. It is common to find parts of insects and
other invertebrates close to the nest entrances. Ground-
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dwelling animals like beetles fall into the funnel and struggle
to escape before the ants attack. The ants quickly dismember
the victims and take them into the nest as food for larvae.
This allows the ants to reduce the amount of time spent
away from the nest foraging."
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As we were not too far from the Snowy River we headed
further east to the narrow remnant strip of rainforest trees
along the riverbank to see if we could find Yellow Elderberry
(Sambucus australasica). And we did, complete with berries,
and more joy to find Bolwarra (Eupomatia laurina) and the
vine, Jasmine Morinda (Gynochthodes jasminoides), both
also in fruit. Apparently Bolwarra flowers are pollinated by
beetles and according to www.daleysfruit.com.au the fruits
are sweet and edible and the bark was used by Indigenous
Australians for making fishing lines.

JW

JT

Funnel Ants (Aphaenogaster longiceps)

PS
Yellow Elderberry (Sambucus australasica)

DW
Autumn Wasp-orchid (Chiloglottis curviclavia)
Also along the roadside was some sappy plants having almost
metre long sprawling stems, and after pondering their
identification the penny dropped. These were extra lanky
Creamy
Candles
(Stackhousia
monogyna),
barely
recognisable except for the emerging buds at the tips. Thanks
to the wonderfully moist conditions, this super-turgidity
carried through in varying degrees to most other plant
specimens we saw.

JT
Jasmine Morinda (Gynochthodes jasminoides)
One of the many ferns in this strip of rainforest was Lacy
Australian
Admiraldavallioides) lookingAB
Ground-fern
(Dennstaedtia
fresh after
recent wet weather. One member spied a nice patch of
Ghost fungi (Omphalotus nidiformis).

Like many species confined to near coastal warm temperate
rainforests, Bolwarra and Yellow Elderberry are considered
rare and one wonders about their future. Certainly the few
We drove east into Circle Link and then took Wombat Link specimens we saw on the lower Snowy appeared to be very
back to the Highway and headed east past Newmerella to vulnerable amongst the more vigorous Sweet Pittosporum
Corringle Beach Rd to check under the Coastal Tea-tree and (Pittosporum undulatum) and Lilly Pilly (Syzygium smithii).
Coastal Banksia for orchids and fungi. And we were in luck
with numerous pink caps of Russula sp., many decorative
Thank you James for leading us to see such precious plants
shelf fungi and, to Pat's delight, Nodding Greenhood
DW
(Pterostylis nutans), Coastal Greenhood (P. alveata) and and for sharing your immense knowledge. It was once again
Argus and enjoyed by all.
AB
a magicalMeadow
day of discovery
several more large patches of Fringed Helmet-orchid.
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LIST OF PLANTS IN FLOWER OR FRUIT

Partellis Crossing Road to Wombat Creek floodway

Acacia terminalis Sunshine Wattle

Common Bronzewing

Acianthus exsertus Large Mosquito-orchid

Wonga Pigeon

Acianthus pusillus Small Mosquito-orchid

Australian King Parrot

Chiloglottis curviclavia Autumn Wasp-orchid

Crimson Rosella

Corybas aconitiflorus Spurred Helmet-orchid

Laughing Kookaburra

Corybas fimbriatus Fringed Helmet-orchid

Satin Bowerbird

Cryptostylis subulata Large Tongue-orchid

White-browed Scrubwren

Dennstaedtia davallioides Lacy Ground-fern

Eastern Whipbird

Epacris impressa Common Heath

Grey Shrike-thrush

Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany

Grey Fantail

Eupomatia laurina Bolwarra

Eastern Yellow Robin

Eustrephus latifolius Wombat Berry

Australian Raven

Gahnia radula Saw-sedge

Circle Road

Gynochthodes jasminoides Jasmine Morinda

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo

Hibbertia aspera subsp. aspera

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo

Leptospermum continentalis

Fan-tailed Cuckoo

Olearia ramulosa var. ramulosa Twiggy Daisy-bush

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater

Opercularia sp. Stinkweed

White-naped Honeyeater

Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum
Pterostylis alveata Coastal Greenhood

Newmerella to Corringle Ocean access No.1

Pterostylis grandiflora Cobra Greenhood

Emu

Pterostylis nutans Nodding Greenhood

Australian Shelduck

Sambucus australasica Yellow Elderberry

Australian Magpie

Scaevola ramosissima Hairy Fan Flower

Little Pied Cormorant

Solanum prinophyllum Forest Nightshade

White-faced Heron

Stackhousia monogyna Creamy Candles

Whistling Kite

Styphelia humifusa Cranberry Heath

Masked Lapwing

Syzygium smithii Lilly Pilly

Galah

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass

Eastern Rosella

Wahlenbergia stricta subsp. stricta Tall Bluebell

Little Wattlebird
Crescent Honeyeater
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Grey Butcherbird

Partellis Crossing (at Prince’s Highway)

Pied Currawong

Superb Lyrebird

Willie Wagtail

White-throated Treecreeper

Magpie-lark

Superb Fairy-wren

White-winged Chough

Brown Thornbill

Silvereye

Spotted Pardalote

Common Starling

Eastern Spinebill
White-eared Honeyeater

Lochend Rainforest

Red Wattlebird

Lewin’s Honeyeater

New Holland Honeyeater

Brown Gerygone

Golden Whistler

47 species

AVdB
Fungi gills, Lochend Rainforest

