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             CORRESPONDENCE TO:  The Secretary, P.O. Box 563, Bairnsdale 3875    

         www.bairnsdalefieldnaturalists.com.au 

MEETINGS 

General meetings take place at:          

The  Hub 

27 Dalmahoy Street,  Bairnsdale 

as per program at 7.30pm  sharp 

Committee meetings take place at:     

members homes as per    

program at 10.00am.  

 

THE CLEMATIS 

The Clematis is issued quarterly. 

Responsibility for the accuracy of information  

and opinions expressed in this newsletter  

rests with the author of the article. 

All articles for Winter 2021 Clematis must be  

sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st June 2021. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES  2021     

    Single membership    $30 

    Family membership    $45 

    Mid-year fee (new members only)  $15 

Subscriptions  can be paid  to the Treasurer at meetings       
or excursions or by EFT or cheque by downloading a 
Membership Application form from our web site. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

1. To further the awareness and study of all  

 branches of natural history within the  

 East Gippsland community through field excursions,  

 regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and  

 publications. 

2. To observe and strengthen the laws for the  

  preservation and protection of indigenous flora,  

   fauna, habitat and important geological features. 

3. To promote the formation and preservation of      

  National and State Parks and Reserves. 

4. To collaborate with other groups and agencies  

 with similar environmental interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each 
field trip or bush walk to notify them of intention to 
participate. 

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled 
due to  adverse weather conditions or  other unforeseen 
circumstances. 

Please take note of safety procedures in your  

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.  

‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’  booklet.  

This can be downloaded from our web site. 

 

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS 
1.  Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

2. Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and  
 behind. 

3. When making a turn, give signal, and stay at 
 intersection  until following car has also turned. 

4. If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your 
 car. 

 Other members will return to find you. 

5. The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist 
drivers and car pool passengers to share fuel costs 
and can be found on our web site. 

 

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS 

Walks vary in distance between 10 to 16 km. 

Easy:           Flat, good firm track.  
          

Moderately easy:      Mostly flat, track in good to fair  

   condition.  

  

Moderate:    May be undulating, track in good to fair 
   condition.  

         

Moderately Difficult:   May be some steep sections,  

    track may be rough  in places. 

 

Difficult:     May have long steep sections, track 
   may be non- existent at times. 

         

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not                                                                                                                        
included in the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS for Field Trips 

James Turner: 5155 1258  m. 0427 290 838 

Noel Williamson m. 0457 291 869 

Connie Tuck  m. 0409 421 390  
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Date Activity Time Meeting Place Destination Subject/
Rated 

Leader/Speaker 

MARCH             

Sun 28th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Orr’s Road State     
Forest 

Moderate Noel Williamson 

APRIL             

Sun 4th Juniors   No activities due to 
Easter 

      

Mon 5th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am No meeting due to 
Easter 

      

Fri 16th General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   “Rainforest 
rambles in 
East Gipps-
land” 

 Paul Harvey 

Sun 18th Excursion 9.00am  
9.45am 

Bridge Club              
Red Knob 

Buchan area   James Turner 

Sun 25th Bushwalk 9.00am  
9.45am 

Bridge Club               
Old Tostaree Rd 
turnoff at Princes 
Highway 

Old Tostaree Road 
loop 

Easy Noel Williamson 

MAY             

Sun 2nd Junior 9.00am All Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Errinundra   Connie Tuck 

Mon 10th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am Jen Wilkinson’s 
home 

      

Frid 21st General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   Fauna Sur-
vey  at Lake 
Tyers Beach 

Greg Fyfe 

Sun 23rd Excursion 9.00am 
9.45am 

Bridge Club              
Nowa Nowa 

Newmerella Fungi & or-
chids 

James Turner 

Sun 30th Bushwalk 9.00am  
9.30am 

Bridge Club      
Bruthen 

White Rocks Track Moderately 
difficult 

Noel Williamson 

JUNE             

Sun 6th Juniors 9.00am All Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Lake Tyers Beach   Connie Tuck 

Mon 7th Committee 
meeting 

TBA         

Sun 20th Excursion TBA         

Sun 27th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Nicholson River -
Deptford Track 

Moderate Noel Williamson 
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Apart from a little five-day hiccup, the first quarter of the new year felt like ‘normal’ - committee and general meetings were 
resumed as were excursions and bush walks, and we had a beautiful little summer camp at Dinner Plain.  

This is the year of our 60th anniversary which we are honouring in three ways - two through the Clematis. 

First, the reprinting of interesting articles from past publications and second through publishing profiles of key club members/
contributors past and present. 

But our BIG commitment is the establishment of the Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalist Club Archive.  We have complete 
paper and photographic records and memorabilia accumulated over the life of the Club and the aim is to digitize them all and 
develop a management plan A small working party has been appointed to establish a structure and process for this and be-
gan by categorizing all the data into components and prioritizing the order in which the work will proceed. 

Andrew Bould has been appointed club Archivist and has already digitized the first 20 years of committee and excursion re-
ports and is working up a digital data base on Excel. 

This is a long-term project and there will be plenty of opportunity down the track for members to have an input - probably 
with data entry into the Excel spread sheet. I will keep you up to date with our progress on a regular basis and would wel-
come your feedback and/or suggestions.  

 

On another note, we have taken delivery of 100 copies of our updated Orchids of East Gippsland Field Guide which Pauline 
has available for sale at $43. 

 

Make the most of the return to normality and enjoy the cool, moist weather we have enjoyed so far this year.  

Pat McPherson 

 

 

    Mt Hotham trip.   View looking west from the Twins Jeep Track.   See page 5. 

PS 
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Four Field Nats travelled to Dinner Plain where they stayed 
for 3 nights, and were joined on Sunday 10th by four more 
members for an excursion to Mt Loch. 

Saturday 9th  

Our only stop on the way to Dinner Plain was for lunch near 
the entrance to the Mt Hotham airport.  We sat below the 
iconic Snow Gums (Eucalyptus pauciflora).  They have smooth 
pale bark with patches of olive green and red and the trunks 
are stunning when wet.  Their thick leathery leaves have 
several conspicuous veins running lengthways.  We were 
thrilled to see large drifts of a white and yellow daisy, until we 
discovered that it was the introduced Ox-Eye Daisy 
(Leucanthemum vulgare).  Unfortunately we were to see 
many similar drifts in the ensuing days.  Ox-eye Daisy is native 
to Europe and the temperate regions of Asia.  Each flower 
head has central yellow disc florets surrounded by white ray 
florets.  We did however see many native daisies during our 
stay – in fact, Asteraceae was the most prominent plant 
family.  Here the daisy noted was the shrub white Common 
Cassinia or Dogwood (Cassinia aculeata) which has long very 
narrow dark green leaves and flower heads crowded in 
convex terminal groups.  Another very common plant seen 
here and during our stay was the delicate mauve Pale Vanilla-
lily (Arthropodium milleflorum) with sparse hanging flowers 
with bearded stalks on the stamens.  Peas were the pink 
trailing herb or semi-shrub Dusky Scurf-pea (Cullen 
microcephalum) whose trifoliate leaves have their upper 
surfaces dotted with glands and the flowers are mostly in 3s 
arranged in a spike; and the rare purple herb Southern 
Swainson-pea (Swainsonia behriana) with hairy stems and 
leaves with up to 13 leaflets.   

 

A dangerously prickly, almost leafless green shrub was the 
rare white Australian Anchor-plant (Discaria pubescens).  A 
large herb in the family Apiaceae (parsley, celery, carrot, dill) 
was white Australian Carraway (Oreomyrrhis eriopoda) with 
long hairy dissected leaves and a long-stalked inflorescence of 
15-35 flowers, followed by brown ribbed fruit.  Smaller herbs 
were purple Showy Violet (Viola betonicifolia) with a basal 
rosette of stalked leaves; white Prickly Starwort (Stellaria 
pungens) with spiky leaves and flowers whose 5 petals are 
each deeply cleft; and a pink trailing bindweed (Convolvulus 
sp.) with a funnel-shaped corolla (fused petals).  A bird we 
heard calling constantly over our visit was the Striated 
Pardalote. 

Sunday 10th 

On our way to Mt Hotham from Dinner Plain we stopped at 
Mother Johnson’s.  This is the approximate area where 
Mother Johnson’s shanty, hotel and accommodation was 
situated, catering to passing traffic and workers at the Brandy 
Creek  

Mine and the Cobungra Diggings.  We were now in the Alpine 
National Park.  Once again, at this higher altitude the only 
tree was Snow Gum.  Again there were masses of the weed 
Ox-eye Daisy, plus Prickly Starwort and Pale Vanilla-lily.  New 
were swathes of the prostrate creeping perennial herb (to be 
avoided) Bidgee-widgee (Acaena novae-zelandiae) where 
each fruit in the round stalked inflorescence is armed with a 
barbed spike.  These fruits are guaranteed to cling to socks 
and bootlaces, no doubt a great way of dispersing the seeds.  
Pea shrubs were bright yellow Leafy Bossiaea (Bossiaea 
foliosa s.l.) with many tiny round leaves and flat pods; and 
yellow and red Common Shaggy-pea (Oxylobium ellipticum) 
which has leaves in whorls of 3-4 with silky hairs on their 
lower surfaces, and ovoid pods.  A very pretty tall white 
woody perennial was Derwent Speedwell (Veronica 
derwentiana subsp. maideniana) which has short broad 
toothed leaves and spikes with up to 100 tiny flowers.  Other 
plants were a yellow buttercup (Ranunculus sp.) with a 
rosette of basal leaves, and stem leaves as well; and a yellow 
groundsel or fireweed (Senecio sp.) with grey leaves.  We also 
saw the large ground fern Mother shield-fern (Polystichum 
proliferum), whose species name refers to the fern’s habit of 
producing buds at the ends of its fronds.  These can produce 
new plants.  A pair of Gang-gang Cockatoos came briefly to 
watch us botanising. 

On to the Mt Loch car park, where we met the rest of the 
Field Nats and set out for Mt Loch.  Half the party managed to 
walk to the mountain and back, while half only made it half 
way.  For the exposed high country, the weather was 
beautiful, quite warm, but with a gentle breeze.  The views 
were enormous, with no cloud obscuring the surrounding 
mountains.  Once we left all the ski paraphernalia behind, the  

9 -12 January 2021 

By Margaret Regan 

   Ox-Eye Daisy 

PS 
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vegetation was stunning.  We were so overwhelmed by the 
beauty and the proliferation of species flowering, that it took 
us half an hour to walk the first 200m!!  There were a few 
Snow Gums, but most of the vegetation was very low.  The 
area could be buffeted by fierce winds at any time of the year, 
and would be covered in snow in the winter.  [I have skied in 
the area often in the winter, and never seen these wonderful 
plants.] 

One of the most striking plants (because of its colour and the 
area it covered) was the prostrate shrub Yellow Kunzea 
(Kunzea muelleri).  It has crowded opposite small leaves and 
flowers in terminal clusters with the stamens much longer 
than the petals.  There was an absolute wealth of daisies.  
Shrubs were white Alpine Everlasting (Ozothamnus alpinus) 
whose branchlets and the underside of the leaves are densely 
cottony, and the outer bracts of the dense terminal clusters of 
flower heads are pink, which is conspicuous in bud; white 
Dusty Daisy-bush (Olearia phlogopappa) where the 
undersurface of the leaves is covered with densely 
interwoven stellate hairs; and mauve Bogong Daisy-bush (O. 
frostii) with woolly-hairy leaves and solitary flower heads.   

 

Most of the daisies were herbaceous.  Orange-flowered was a 
rare billy-button Craspedia aurantia with mostly basal spoon-
shaped leaves and a hemispherical inflorescence on a long 
stalk; and Orange or Alpine Everlasting (Xerochrysum 
subundulatum) with crowded leaves at the base and stem, 
and large flower heads with bright outer bracts. Yellow Yam 
Daisy or Murrnong (Microseris lanceolata) has a basal rosette 
of linear leaves and a flower head which is nodding until 
mature and only has ray florets.  Its tuberous roots were an 
important source of food for the Aborigines and were 
cultivated by them.  Other yellow herbaceous daisies were 
the tiny Scaly Buttons (Leptorhynchos squamatus) with flower 
heads of just disc florets on long scaly stems; the large Alpine 
Podolepis (Podolepis robusta) where the rays of the showy 
inflorescences are split; and another rare billy-button C. 
aurantia var. jamesii which is similar to the species mentioned 
above, but the inflorescences are yellow.   

Daisies whose inflorescences had white outer ray florets and 
yellow central disc florets were Silver Daisy (Celmisia 
pugioniformis) which has long narrow leaves with a thick 
white hairy underside; the smaller Snow Daisy (Brachyscome 
nivalis) which has mostly basal, glossy and fern-like leaves; 
and Field Daisy (B. decipiens) with a basal rosette of glossy 
obovate leaves.  A mauve daisy was Spoon Daisy (B. 
spathulata) which has a basal rosette of fleshy leaves with 
rounded teeth and smaller leaves up the stalk.  There was 
also the very tiny Blue Bottle-daisy (Lagenophora stipitata) 
with hairy leaves in a basal rosette. 

 

In the family Apiaceae were two herbs with pale pink flowers.  
Members of the family have their flowers clustered in umbels 
(small umbrellas), where all the flower stalks arise from the 
same point. The plants here were Australian Carraway and 
Alpine Trachymene (Trachymene humilis) which has rounded 
leaves forming a mat.  Other small mat-forming herbs were 
yellow Ivy Goodenia (Goodenia hederacea), again with 
rounded leaves; and pale blue Sky Lily (Herpolirion novae-
zelandiae) with tufts of linear leaves and flowers with very 
short stems.  There were a bright pink trigger-plant Stylidium 
montanum or armeria; the small bright green cushion Twin-
flower Knawel (Scleranthus biflorus) with two tiny flowers on 

 Members viewing the abundance of flowers at the 

start of the Mt Loch walking track. 

                  Yellow Kunzea ( Kunzea muelleri). 

Orange or Alpine Everlasting (Xerochrysum subundulatum). 

PS 

JW 

JW 
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each flowering stalk; pink Gunn’s Willow-herb (Epilobium 
gunnianum) with stem-clasping finely toothed leaves and 
flowers with very long ovaries; and a bluebell 
(Wahlenbergia sp.).  A showy woody perennial was again 
white Derwent Speedwell.  A shrub which had just finished 
flowering was Alpine Orites (Orites lancifolia) which has 
short thick leathery leaves and terminal spikes of cream 
Grevillea-like flowers.  What a mind-blowing day!! 
Recommended for all, if you are lucky enough to have 
perfect weather, as we did. 

Monday 11th 

In the morning we took a short walk called Room with a 
View.  This 3km walk is just across the Great Alpine Road 
from the Dinner Plain village.  Being at a lower altitude than 
Mt Hotham, the walk was through taller eucalypt forest.  
Birds we heard were Gang-gang Cockatoo, Striated 
Pardalote, Pied Currawong and, after sometime and with 
technical help from a smart phone, we identified the call of 
the Brush Cuckoo.  New shrubs were cream-flowered 
Mountain Pepper (Tasmannia lanceolata) with smooth red 
stems, thin linear leaves and shiny black fruits, with male 
and female flowers on different plants; white Tall Rice-
flower (Pimelea ligustrina) which has large fleshy leaves and 
terminal clusters of flowers whose extended stamens have 
orange anthers; and white Small-fruit Hakea (Hakea 
microcarpa) with grey-green needle leaves.  We passed a 
small dam or pond with Tall Spike-rush (Eleocharis 
sphacelata) fringing the water and a bright green water-
milfoil (Myriophyllum sp.) submerged in the water.  The Tall 
Spike-rush has hollow stems and a single spikelet of 

flowers.  The hollow stems are used by water birds, such as 
coots and swamp hens to built floating nests.  This water-
milfoil has long stems with many dissected leaves.  It may 
be the rare Alpine Water-milfoil (M. alpinum).  A new lily 
was yellow Bulbine Lily (Bulbine bulbosa) which has a basal 
tuft of long cylindrical leaves and a flowering stalk to 50cm 
with many flowers along the spike.  The walk was originally 
an old horse riding track.  The upgraded walk was planned 
and completed by the Dinner Plain Landcare Group.  At the 
far end of the loop were spectacular views of Mt Hotham, 
Mt Feathertop, the Bogong High Plains and the Cobungra 
River.  Mt Feathertop is Victoria’s second highest peak at 
1922m (after Mt Bogong at 1986m). 

 

In the afternoon we drove through Mt Hotham and at the 
junction with the Dargo Road, we took a scary gravel road 
(Twins Jeep Track) around the base of Mt St Bernard and on 
to the Twins (a double peak).  We came to a saddle below 
the Twins where we lunched and saw Mountain Beard-
heath (Acrothamnus hookeri) with round pink fruits.  This 
small shrub had elliptic leaves, and in spring white internally 
bearded tubular flowers.  We then slowly drove and walked 
back down the track, checking out the vegetation by the 
roadside for new interesting plants.  We noted that the 
Snow Gums were flowering.   

Two new white daisy shrubs were dense Cascade 
Everlasting (Ozothamnus secundiflorum) with grey 
branches, small leaves which are densely hairy below and 
copious small  

      Four members made it to the cairn at the top of Mt Loch -  

from left: Jen Wilkinson, Pauline Stewart, Erin Weir and Dianne Weir who was behind the camera. 

DW 
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inflorescences (less than 20 central florets) turning to one side of 
the branches (hence cascade); and white Ovens Everlasting (O. 
stirlingii) which has large dark leaves and large inflorescences with 
over 100 central florets surrounded by many bracts.  An 
herbaceous daisy was yellow Clustered Everlasting 
(Chrysocephalum semipapposum) with grey stems and foliage up 
the stem and flower heads in terminal flat-topped groups.  A new 
shrub (to 5m) was red Royal Grevillea (Grevillea victoriae) with 
large leaves (to 14cm) whose undersurface is silvery hairy and 
sprays of flowers.  A new speedwell was purple Diggers Speedwell 
(Veronica perfoliata) with opposite grey-green leaves usually joined 
at the base and inflorescences with up to 70 flowers.  A new pea 
was the rare small shrub Mountain Leafless Bossiaea (Bossiaea 
bracteosa) which has no leaves but flattened branches which 
photosythesise instead.  The shrub Wax-berry (Gaultheria 
appressa) has very pretty cream pendant tubular flowers.  When 

the petals fall, the sepals enlarge to form a 
waxy, berry-like envelope for the seeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      View of Twin Peaks through the burnt forest. 

 

Jen Wilkinson, Pat McPherson and Margaret Regan walking down the Twins 

Jeep Track  observing the wealth of plants.      View from the Twins Jeep Track. 

   Diggers Speedwell (Veronica perfoliata). Waxberry (Gaultheria appressa). 

PS 

PS 

PS 

PS PS 
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Tuesday 12th 

 

We returned home down the Dargo High Plains Road.  We knew the upper part of the road had been burnt during the 2003 
bushfires, but it appeared that parts had been burnt again in the Black Summer 2019-20 fires.  There were areas where the 
trees had been so severely burnt that they were still stark grey trunks and the ground was still bare.  In other areas there had 
been lots of re-growth.  However the fires must also have burnt track signs, as we were unable to find areas that James had 
directed us too that had interesting plants.  At our first short stop, which must have been lower in altitude than previous 
sites, we found the trigger-plants had nearly finished flowering.  Being a more sheltered area, the Yellow Kunzea was more 
upright, not exposed to the screaming winds probably prostrating the plants we had seen on the ridge to Mt Loch.  Some 
other plants were Common Cassinia, Common Shaggy-pea and Silver Daisy.   

 

Along the road down we often saw Cascade Everlasting.  We drove past some really large plains in the now subalpine zone.  
In the alpine zone above the tree line, it is always treeless but cold air drainage also produces treeless communities in valleys 
below the treeline.  On clear still nights cold air drains into basin-like valleys, creating alpine conditions at lower elevations.  
These treeless valleys or plains are called frost hollows and are a major feature of the subalpine zone.  With the temperature 
rising with climate change, trees will gradually encroach onto these plains.  We stopped at one with a small pond which had 
Gunn’s Willow-herb beside it and was filled with a very green alga.  There was a billy-button ??Craspedia gracilis with mostly 
basal leaves which were long and silvery, being covered with hairs on both surfaces.  In a wet area was blue Native Flax 
(Linum marginale), a slender herb whose inner bark was used by the Aborigines to make twine for nets. Birds were Crimson 
Rosella and Australian Magpie with a Richard’s Pipit running across the ground. 

 

Our next stop was just down a side track for morning tea.  Unfortunately it turned out to be a logging track, and we were 
covered in dust when a logging truck stopped and advised us that moving out would be a good option!!  Further down the 
Dargo High Plains Road was a cleared area where there must once have been a homestead, as there were a number of fruit 
trees.  There was a pile of stones, possibly the remains of a chimney.  Birds were Grey Fantail, Brush Cuckoo and Striated 
Pardalote.  A bright green katydid on a grass stalk had just emerged from its latest moult.  Katydids are related to crickets and 
grasshoppers.  They are masters of camouflage, being green and leaf-shaped, and most active at night.  Like crickets, male 
katydids play songs to attract females, by rubbing their wings together.  Different katydids eat insects, young leaves, seeds, 
fruit, nectar and pollen, so can assist with pollination. 

 

Further south again we stopped in a tall forested area with a small waterhole and a picnic table.  Here we finally found an 
orchid – a greenhood (Pterostylis sp.).  It had no basal rosette, but some leaves up the stem.  The flower was green and white 
striped with brown petals along the sides of the hood and a short dark labellum.  The flower had very long erect lateral 
sepals.  There were more daisies with white and yellow Large-leaf Daisy-bush (Olearia megalophylla) with opposite large dark 
green leaves densely covered with brownish hairs below and flower heads with 7-10 rays; and a yellow button 
(Leptorhynchos sp.) with flower heads on long black stalks.  Another plant was Bootlace Bush (Pimelea axiflora) with long 
narrow opposite leaves and when flowering, clusters of white tubular flowers in the axils of the leaves.  The common name 
refers to the use of the tough fibrous bark for string by indigenous people and early settlers.  The only bird we noticed was a 
Grey Shrike– thrush. 

 

Our last stop before reaching Dargo was a small track east of the road and just after the turnoff to Grant.  It was in tall forest 
with eucalypts with straight trunks, very dark bark with fruits in clusters of more than 4 and with sunken valves.  It was a 
wetter area, so there was the tall shrub Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera) which has large dark green leaves with deeply 
impressed veins and large terminal clusters of tiny greenish flowers; the climber Common Apple-berry (Billardiera scandens) 
with long hairy leaves and green berries; and Fishbone water-fern (Blechnum nudum) whose fronds have close-set pinnae, 
longest near the centre and smaller towards the apex and base.  The stalks of the fronds are thick, shiny and black.  We heard 
the raucous call of the Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo. 

 

Many thanks to Jen for organizing such a wonderful trip.  We really missed James’ company and his expertise.            
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Plants: 

Acaena novae-zelandiae  Bidgee-widgee 

Acrothamnus hookeri  Mountain Beard-heath 

Arthropodium milleflorum  Pale Vanilla-lily 

Billardiera scandens  Common Apple-berry 

Blechnum nudum  Fishbone water-fern 

Bossiaea bracteosa  Mountain Leafless Bossiaea 

B. foliosa s.l.  Leafy Bossiaea 

Brachyscome decipiens  Field Daisy 

B. nivalis  Snow Daisy 

B. spathulata  Spoon Daisy 

Bulbine bulbosa  Bulbine lily 

Cassinia aculeata  Common Cassinia or Dogwood 

Celmisia pugioniformis  Silver Daisy 

Chrysocephalum semipapposum  Clustered Everlasting 

Convolvulus sp.  a bindweed 

Craspedia aurantia  a billy-button 

C. aurantia var. jamesii  a billy-button 

C. gracilis  a billy-button 

Cullen microcephalum  Dusky Scurf-pea 

Discaria pubescens  Australian Anchor-plant 

Eleocharis sphacelata  Tall Spike-rush 

Epilobium gunnianum  Gunn’s Willow-herb 

Eucalyptus pauciflora  Snow Gum 

Gaultheria appressa  Wax-berry 

Goodenia hederacea  Ivy Goodenia 

Grevillea victoriae  Royal Grevillea 

Hakea microcarpa  Small-fruit Hakea 

Herpolirion novae-zelandiae  Sky Lily   

Kunzea muelleri  Yellow Kunzea 

Lagenophora stipitata  Blue Bottle-daisy 

*Leucanthemum vulgare  Ox-eye Daisy 

Leptorhynchos squamatus  Scaly Buttons 

L. sp.  a button 

Linum marginale  Native Flax 

Microseris lanceolata  Yam Daisy or Murrnong 

Myriophyllum sp.  a water-milfoil 

Olearia frostii  Bogong Daisy-bush 

O. megalophylla  Large-leaf Daisy-bush 

O. phlogopappa  Dusty Daisy-bush 

Oreomyrrhis eriopoda  Australian Carraway 

Orites lancifolia  Alpine Orites 

Oxylobium ellipticum  Common Shaggy-pea 

Ozothamnus alpinus  Alpine Everlasting 

O. secundiflorum  Cascade Everlasting 

O. stirlingii  Ovens Everlasting 

Pimelea axiflora  Bootlace Bush 

P. ligustrina  Tall Rice-flower 

Podolepis robusta  Alpine Podolepis 

Polystichum proliferum  Mother shield-fern 

Pomaderris aspera  Hazel Pomaderris 

Pterostylis sp.  a greenhood 

Ranunculus sp.  a buttercup 

Scleranthus biflorus  Twin-flower Knawel 

Senecio sp.  a groundsel or fireweed 

Stellaria pungens  Prickly Starwort 

Stylidium montanum or armeria  a trigger-plant 

Swainsonia behriana  Southern Swainson-pea 

Tasmannia??lanceolata  Mountain Pepper   

Trachymene humilis  Alpine Trachymene 

Veronica derwentiana subsp. maideniana  Derwent    
Speedwell 

V. perfoliata  Diggers Speedwell 

Viola betonicifolia  Showy Violet 

Wahlenbergia sp.  a bluebell 

Xerochrysum subundulatum  Orange or Alpine Everlasting 

*Weed 

 

Birds: 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

                Australian Carraway (Oreomyrrhis eriopoda). 

PS 



Charlotte Alice (Lottie) Barfield was 

born in England in 1900 and 

travelled to Australia with her 

mother and two brothers to join 

her father in 1916. The family 

settled on a wheat growing 

property near Yarrawonga where 

Lottie attended the Higher 

Elementary School and where she 

aspired to become a teacher. Her 

first appointment as a Head 

Teacher of a rural school was in 1921 to a school at Little Plain 

(now known as The Brothers) in the Omeo district. It took 

Lottie a day to travel to Melbourne from Yarrwonga, another 

day to reach Bruthen by train and a third day to reach Omeo.  

The journey continued from Omeo to Benambra on the mail 

buggy where she was met by a Mrs Hollands with whom she 

stayed with on the even more remote Little Plain.  At that 

time the only other non-local in the district was the Bush 

Nurse, Nurse Evans. All the nursing was done in private homes 

and her transport was by horse. 

There was no one of Lottie’s age at Little Plain so she often 

travelled into Benambra to visit the Nicholas family for 

weekends forming a lasting friendship with Miss Isobel 

Nicholas who was then sewing mistress at Benambra school. 

The Little Plain school building was an old outhouse brought 

down from a hillside on skids by a team of horses and the 

good will of fathers and prospective pupils. Afterwards the 

men added a huge stone fireplace  and a porch.  There were 

16 pupils ranging in age from four and a half to thirteen years 

old. 

Little Plain school was classed as a ‘remote school.’  High up in 

the mountains of north-east Victoria, 130 km from a railway 

station.  The building consisted of one small room, the porch 

and fireplace, which not only smoked but sent out clouds of 

ashes when a south wind blew. The furniture was three old-

fashioned desks with china inkwells and grooves for pens and  

attached forms, a teacher’s desk with a sloping lid on top, a 

tall stool and two blackboards on easels. 

To have a woman teacher for the first time was a novelty and 

by and large they were a happy family all interested in one 

another. 

Although very young herself Lottie became the ‘guide, 

philosopher and friend’ in a very real sense to all those 

children privileged to be her pupils.  There were no problems 

of discipline in Miss Barfield’s school even though some of the 

older pupils stood almost as tall as their teacher. Miss 

Barfield’s activities both inside and out of the school were 

many and varied. She taught Sunday School in the little school 

room on Sunday mornings; assisted by the local Bush Nurse 

she conducted swimming lessons in the deeper waterholes of 

a nearby creek; she gave lessons in dramatic work, took pupils 

mountain climbing at the weekends, and undaunted by lack of 

water started a school garden. Miss Barfield encouraged the 

children to play bat tennis and later assisted in forming the 

local tennis club. 

Lottie stayed at Little Plain for three years before transferring 

to other schools around Victoria as she like to travel around 

and see new places. 

Many years later in 1950 Lottie returned to East Gippsland as 

infant mistress at Bairnsdale Primary School 754.  After her 

five and a half year stay there, she wandered away again 

teaching at other Victorian Primary Schools. However, in 1960 

after almost forty years teaching and some overseas trips 

Lottie returned to stay because by that time she had decided 

that of all the places she had seen, Bairnsdale was the best 

place to retire.  

Retirement agreed with Lottie.  She became a regular 

worshipper at St. John’s Anglican Church in Bairnsdale and 

after her 28 years and as an active member she contributed 

much of value to the life of the church.  

For 27 years Lottie was an active member of the Bairnsdale 

Field Naturalists Club being a foundation member, and was 

the club’s first publicity officer, a position she occupied with 

great efficiency for many years and also on the editorial 

committee.   She attended meetings and excursions with great 

regularity and particularly enjoying getting out in the bush 

with fellow naturalists.  Lottie was a friendly, gentle person 

and much liked by everyone.   

 
References:                

The Gap 1969 

Bairnsdale Advertiser -    25th February 1980 

           4th June 1982  

         18th November 1988 

 

The Clematis, Volume 27, December 1988 

 

Thank you to the East Gippsland Historical Society for making  

information available. 

               LOTTIE BARFIELD 1900 -1988  

                                                                                  by Pauline Stewart 
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      Fauna Survey No.3    28-29th March, 1992  

                                     Costers Road, Sarsfield 

 

At 4.00pm on the Saturday afternoon four Field Nat’s 

members met at the Sarsfield camp site on Costers Road. 

Two trapping sites had been previously chosen and botanized 

the Sunday before during the Field Naturalists’ March monthly 

excursion. The dominant plant species from the two sites 

were: Red Box, Ironbark, Mountain Grey Gum, Saw Banksia, 

White Stringybark, Silver Wattle, Black Wattle, Swamp 

Paperbark, Black She-oak, Blackwood, Spike Wattle and 

Crimson Bottlebrush. 

Some of the low or ground cover plants included native St 

Johns’ Wort, Common Centaury, Common Bracken, 

Hardenbergia, Honey Pots, Rainbow Fern, Maidenhair Fern 

and many more. 

Twenty two wire traps and twenty three Elliott traps were set 

out at the sites.  Because of the dense nature of the terrain 50 

meters of coloured light synthetic line was put up about 

shoulder level to mark the trap line.  A piece of coloured tape 

marked each individual trap.  This method worked very well 

when it came time to check the traps later as all the traps 

were found easily. 

Jim Reside (DCE)  [the then Department of Conservation and 

Environment] gave us a lend of one of the Departments bat 

traps (without setting up instructions).  Barbara Mills, Joy 

Heaney, Peter Mitchell and Pauline Stewart had a go at trying 

to erect the contraption.  None of us knew quite where to 

start and we floundered around for a while sticking metal 

poles into  wrong holes and putting legs on upside down.  

However Peter’s scientific mind soon got into action and we 

finally got something up that actually looked like a bat trap. 

After all the traps were set it was time for tea.  The billy 

boiled, sausages sizzled and a homemade blackberry pie and 

whipped cream materialized much to everyone's delight. 

After dark we all went spotlighting.  The evening was clear and 

not cold.  Seen or heard were Greater Gliders, Yellow-bellied 

Gliders, Sugar Gliders, Swamp Wallabies, Common Brushtailed 

Possums, Ringtail Possums, Boobook Owl, Southern Brown 

Tree Frog and Common Froglet.  The bat trap was checked on 

the way back and it was found to have a bat in it.  With great 

excitement we took it back to camp and over a cup of tea, 

damper and golden syrup we identified the animal as a 

Chocolate Wattled Bat. 

The loud clanging of a spoon and metal dish at 6.00am on 

Sunday morning  some of the sleepier members were made to 

get up.  A quick cuppa and off the check the traps. 

Only one trap was occupied and it was brought back to camp.  

The animal was taken out of the trap and measuring started. 

The inevitable happened — it got away.  The poor little 

creature was chased all around the camp and was finally 

recaptured none the worse for wear but just a little short of 

breath.  The animal was identified as a Bush Rat.  After details 

were recorded he was ceremoniously taken back to his site 

and released.  He was very glad to see the end of us.  

All the traps were quickly packed up, but nobody seemed to 

want to go home.  So from 8.00am to 8.30am we sat looking 

up into the trees opposite the camp waiting for someone to 

make the first move.  During that time twenty two bird 

species were recorded.  Not bad for such a short time. 

A record was sent to the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife 

Pauline Stewart initially wrote the report and  edited  it for this article. 

                 BDFC FAUNA  SURVEY GROUP 

 This Fauna Survey was only the third that the club had conducted since  the Fauna Survey subgroup began in October 1991. 

For a new group there was very little information at that time on how to go about  conducting a survey so members were still 

learning.  It is interesting looking back to the rich findings from twenty nine years ago and wonder what is there now as all this 

area was burnt out in the 2019/20 bushfires.   

  Chocolate Wattled Bat 

PS 
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    Australian Admiral   AB 

Meadow Argus    AB 

Travelling out from Red Knob at the beginning of the road to 
Buchan, we turned off at Buchan South and eventually went 
onto Nunnett Road.  Our morning tea stop was at the site of 
the old Glenmore Forestry Huts on Nunnett Road.  Five 
logging huts were built in 1962 when the Nunnett area was 
opened up for logging.  They replaced a bus and tents that 
were used to house logging crews.  They fell into disrepair, but 
had been recently restored by the volunteer High Country 
Huts Association.  They maintain, repair and rebuild more than 
200 huts in the Victorian high country.  The Glenmore Forestry 
huts were burnt down in recent fires.  The huts’ remnants has 
been cleared away and apparently the cleared area has been 
sprayed with herbicide!!  The surrounding burnt eucalypts’ 
trunks were covered with epicormic shoots.  Here and all 
along many of the roadsides was the tall, mostly annual, 
herbaceous daisy Golden Everlasting (Xerochrysum 
bracteatum) with branched stems and shiny bracts around the 
central florets in the flower heads. 

 

Further north on Nunnett Road we turned off on Rainbow 
Track to visit some falls along Mellick Munjie Creek.  It seems 
that “Munjie” is a local aboriginal word for “place”, as 
recorded a number of times by Alfred Howitt.  Originally 
Mellick Munjie Creek was known as Quag Quag Munjie.  When 
the aborigines became acquainted with milk, they used to call 
it mullick or mellick, and as the creek has several series of 
steep falls, with the water coming down like an avalanche of 
snow, it was presumed they changed the name to Mellick, 
with the foam reminding them of milk.  Fortunately the area 
was unburnt.  I didn’t view the falls, after being advised of the 

rough bush-bashing needed.  Along the track was again 
Golden Everlasting and along the creek were the gorgeous 
Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) with their glowing pale 
trunks.  It has long narrow leaves and buds usually in 3s.  A 
soft-leaved tall shrub was the rare Gynatrix macrophylla with 
large heart-shaped leaves with crenate (rounded teeth) 
margins.  It is endemic to rocky streamsides and gullies on and 
south of the Dividing Range in the east of Victoria.  A fibre 
obtained from the bark is soft, glossy and long and is used as a 
coarse string.  Two other tall shrubs were Hazel Pomaderris 
(Pomaderris aspera), also with large leaves, but with deeply 
impressed veins and greenish flowers in long sprays; and the 
daisy-bush cream Shiny Cassinia (Cassinia longifolia) which has 
very long narrow dark green shiny leaves with a mat of white 
cottony hairs below and flower heads in dense clusters.  Two 
herbaceous daisies were white and yellow Satin Everlasting 
(Helichrysum leucopscideum) which has grey woolly stems and 
leaves, and flower heads with yellow central florets and white 
outer papery bracts; and the bright yellow Coronidium 
monticola which also has grey woolly stems and leaves, and 
smaller, all yellow flower heads.   

 

The rest of the group returned from the falls after seeing an 
unusual variety of the Mountain Correa (Correa lawrenceana 
var. latrobeana).  This large shrub has elliptic to ovate largish 
leathery leaves, but unlike the usual species which has green 
flowers, this one had burgundy flowers with very hairy cup-
shaped calyces (the fused sepals).  The bushland around 
Mellick Munjie Creek was full of interesting birds, possibly 
because it had not been burnt.  As with everywhere this year, 

   Mellick Munjie Falls 

DW 

    White Satin Everlasting (Helichrysum leucopscideum) 
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      By Margaret Regan 

DW 
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there were the introduced Cabbage White butterflies. They 
are mostly found in gardens, farmlands and other disturbed 
habitats, as their larvae only feed on introduced plants.  They 
are also found in native bushland, but rarely breed in that 
environment. 

 

At the corner of Mellick Munjie Road and Last Straw!! Track 
we lounged under the trees and lunched.  A shrub with pink 
berries nearby was Subalpine Beard-heath (Acrothamnus 
maccraei) whose tiny dense leaves are triangular.  There was 
a cleared area, presumably for use as a helipad, with a small 
dam.  Rising from the water in the dam were the hollow 
stems of Tall Spike-rush (Eleocharis sphacelata); and floating 
on the surface were the almost circular leaves of the rare 
yellow Entire Marshwort (Nymphoides montana).  Its lovely 
flowers whose petals have fringed edges are also held above 
the water surface.  Unfortunately we never saw a complete 
flower, as all had been grazed.  Really sharp eyes discovered a 
couple of minute brown frogs sitting on the edges of 
marshwort leaves.  There were also some stunning small 
bright blue dragonflies hunting over the water and leaves.  
Another insect was a Yellow Admiral butterfly, which does 
have some yellow colour, but is mostly brown and black, and 
its larvae feed on some plants in the stinging nettle family.  
Two plants nearby, were the small twiner Purple Apple-berry 
(Billardiera macrantha) with shining purple berries and 
narrow leaves; and Tasman Flax-lily (Dianella tasmanica) with 
a basal tuft of tall narrow leaves with serrated margins and 
midrib, and bright blue berries. 

 

We paused further along Mellick Munjie Road at a much 
wetter forest area to see the small dense tree Black 
Oliveberry (Elaeocarpus holopetalus) which is confined in 
Victoria to moist montane forests in East Gippsland.  It has 
stiff dark green leaves with sharp-toothed turned down edges 
and black fruits.  Another small tree was the daisy Blanket-leaf 
(Bedfordia arborescens); some of the trees having quite 
substantial trunks and maybe are quite old.  The common 
name comes from the leaves, which are large and their lower 
surfaces are covered with white woolly hairs.  An herbaceous 
yellow daisy along the edge of the track was Fireweed 
Groundsel (Senecio linearifolius) with toothed leaves and an 
inflorescence of up to 200 flower heads.  There was also Soft 
tree-fern (Dicksonia antarctica) which has a large crown of 
dark green fronds with the spores hidden in sori beneath the 
edges of the fronds.  A native snail was rescued from the 
middle of the track.  Unlike our common garden introduced 
snail, this one had an extended spiral shell. 

 

Our last stop was at Mundy Plain.  The area had been fenced 
as an area of threatened vegetation, to exclude cattle and 
horses, while admitting native herbivores and rabbits.  
However this fenced area was badly damaged when we 
visited, as a result of recent wildfires.  The main plant being 
protected was the endangered Rough Eyebright (Euphrasia 
scabra).  This is an erect, semi-parasitic, annual herb whose 
stems, leaves and the calyces of the flowers are covered with 
tiny rough projections.  There is a terminal inflorescence of 

yellow irregular snapdragon-like flowers.  Most of the flowers 
were finished, but some seed was collected to try and grow 
new plants.  It is now considered extinct in NSW and SA.  
Rough Eyebright is commonly found among grasses and herbs 
that have been cropped short by a range of grazing animals.  
Wombats appear to be important in maintaining Rough 
Eyebright habitat, but Mundy Plain is also frequented by 
brumbies and deer.  We saw a large amount of horse 
trampling and manure, and also deer wallows.  Mundy Plain 
has also been used as a helipad for fire management.  Rough 
Eyebright has been successfully cultivated by La Trobe 
University in association with a variety of host plants.       

 

Amongst the trees around the plain were again the bright 
yellow herbaceous daisy Coronidium monticola, but also the 
delicate mauve Pale Vanilla-lily (Arthropodium milleflorum) 
whose hanging flowers have bearded filaments; the shrub 
Mountain Beard-heath (Acrothamnus hookeri) which has 
oblong leaves and red fruits; and the rare yellow daisy 
Variable Groundsel (Senecio pinnatifolius var. alpinus).  Out in 
the open plain we saw patches of the Rough Eyebright.  Other 
plants were the small and prickly shrub Small-fruit Hakea 
(Hakea microcarpa); the rare white Marsh Daisy 
(Brachyscome radicans) with a near-basal cluster of long 
narrow leaves; and the mat-forming perennial with rounded 
leaves and tiny white flowers, Mud Pratia (Lobelia surrepens).  
Our one and only orchid for the day was the very pretty 
Austral Ladies Tresses (Spiranthes australis) which has a basal 
rosette of 3-5 narrow leaves and a flowering stem with a 
spiral of pink flowers with crystalline white labelli.  The 
grasses across the plain were mostly native, except for the 
introduced weeds Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus) and Sweet 
Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum).  On the smaller 
adjoining plain we noticed bright red galls on the leaves of the 
Small-fruit Hakea, presumably caused by some insect.  There 
were two violets, the purple Showy Violet (Viola betonicifolia) 
with a basal tuft of erect lanceolate leaves; and the rare tiny 
stoloniferous V. fuscoviolacea with round scalloped leaves 
which was not flowering.                  

 

On the way back down Mellick Munjie Road, we stopped to 
examine a small grove of Southern Sassafras (Atherosperma 
moschatum) which is found in cool-temperate rainforest.  It is 
a conical tree to 30m with nutmeg-scented toothed leaves 
which are shiny green above and whitish below.  In spring it 
has paired scented creamy flowers.  It is often co-dominant 
with Black Oliveberry. 

 

Thanks to all the Field Nats for a wonderful, informative fun 
day, but especially to James for leading us to these magical 
places and telling us what the plants are, and to Len and 
Jacquie for finding so many birds. 
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Plants: 

Acrothamnus hookeri  Mountain Beard-heath 

A. maccraei  Subalpine Beard-heath 

*Anthoxanthum odoratum  Sweet Vernal-grass 

Arthropodium milleflorum  Pale Vanilla-lily 

Atherosperma moschatum  Southern Sassafras 

Bedfordia arborescens  Blanket-leaf 

Billardiera macrantha  Purple Apple-berry 

Brachyscome radicans  Marsh Daisy 

Cassinia longifolia  Shiny Cassinia 

Coronidium monticola 

Correa lawrenceana var. latrobeana  Mountain Correa 

Dianella tasmanica  Tasman Flax-lily 

Dicksonia antarctica  Soft tree-fern 

Elaeocarpus holopetalus  Black Oliveberry 

Eleocharis sphacelata  Tall Spike-rush 

Eucalyptus viminalis  Manna Gum 

Euphrasia scabra  Rough Eyebright 

Gynatrix macrophylla 

Hakea microcarpa  Small-fruit Hakea 

Helichrysum leucopsideum  Satin Everlasting 

*Holcus lanatus  Yorkshire Fog 

Lobelia surrepens  Mud Pratia 

Nymphoides montana  Entire Marshwort 

Pomaderris aspera  Hazel Pomaderris 

Senecio linearifolius  Fireweed Groundsel 

S. pinnatifolius var. alpinus  Variable Groundsel 

Spiranthes australis  Austral Ladies Tresses 

Viola betonicifolia  Showy Violet 

V. fuscoviolacea 

Xerochrysum bracteatum  Golden Everlasting 

*Weed   

Birds: 

In transit 

Australian Wood Duck 

Pacific Black Duck 

Common Bronzewing 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Little Corella 

Eastern Rosella 

Laughing Kookaburra 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Dusky Woodswallow 

Australian Magpie 

Willie Wagtail 

Australian Raven 

Restless Flycatcher 

Welcome Swallow 

Common Starling 

 

Junction Nunnett/Glenmore Roads 

White-throated Needletail 

Red Wattlebird 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Brown Thornbill 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

 

Rainbow Track (Mellick Munjie 
Creek) 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

Superb Lyrebird 

Satin Bowerbird 

Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Golden Whistler 

Black-faced Monarch 

Satin Flycatcher 

Pink Robin 

 

Junction Mellick Munjie/Last Straw 
Roads 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Eastern Spinebill 

Silvereye 

 

Mundy Plain 

Masked Lapwing 

Australian King Parrot 

Crimson Rosella 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Rufous Whistler 

 

45 species 

 

Frogs: 

Tiny brown frog 

 

Insects: 

Cabbage White butterfly 

Yellow Admiral butterfly 

Bright blue dragonfly 

 

Gastropod: 

Native snail 

 

         Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

  Black-faced Monarch 

          Austral Ladies Tresses 

RC 

RC 

DW 

RC 

Editors Note:  Thank you to Rob Clay (Birdlife East 

Gippsland) for allowing us to publish two of his bird 

photos in this issue. 



     Bairnsdale Field Naturalist members from c1975. 

Standing:   from left - Neil Hanson, Ruth Clark , Nan Fraser, Doris Williamson, Lou Lees, Noel Williamson. 

Centre:  Jean Alder, Dorothy Quinton, Lottie Barfield, Albert McDonald, Madge Jennings, Harvey Williamson, Charlie Hole, 
Margaret Lees. 

Kneeling at front: Lyn Turner, Rene McDonald, Ida Illidge. 

                                         A Tribute to past and present members. 

Lunch time on an excursion 

April 1980 

Members facing the camera in 

back row: George Stewart and 

Bill Staines, Lou Lees is  turned 

away in the brown hat. 

Foreground: facing the 

camera Ida Illidge, Madge 

Jennings, Rene McDonald, 

Albert McDonald leaning 

towards Cyril Bowden and 

Neil Hanson. 
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