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                CLUB INFORMATION 
    CORRESPONDENCE TO:  The Secretary, P.O. Box 563, Bairnsdale 3875    

         www.bairnsdalefieldnaturalists.com.au 

MEETINGS 

General meetings take place at:          

The  Hub 

27 Dalmahoy Street,  Bairnsdale 

as per program at 7.30pm  sharp 

Committee meetings take place at:     

members homes as per    

program at 10.00am.  

 

THE CLEMATIS 

The Clematis is issued quarterly. 

Responsibility for the accuracy of information  

and opinions expressed in this newsletter  

rests with the author of the article. 

All articles for Autumn  2021 Clematis must be  

sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st March 2021. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES  2021     

    Single membership    $30 

    Family membership    $45 

    Mid-year fee (new members only)  $15 

Subscriptions  can be paid  to the Treasurer at meetings       
or excursions or by EFT or cheque by downloading a 
Membership Application form from our web site. 

Please Note 

Due to COVID-19, fees have been waived  for 
those who had not yet renewed for 2020  so they  
are automatically covered for the year by their 
2019  fee.  Those who had renewed for 2020 will 
be covered  for 2021. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

1. To further the awareness and study of all  

 branches of natural history within the  

 East Gippsland community through field excursions,  

 regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and  

 publications. 

2. To observe and strengthen the laws for the  

  preservation and protection of indigenous flora,  

   fauna, habitat and important geological features. 

3. To promote the formation and preservation of      

  National and State Parks and Reserves. 

4. To collaborate with other groups and agencies  

 with similar environmental interest. 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each 
field trip to notify them of intention to participate. 

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled 
due to  adverse weather conditions or  other unforeseen 
circumstances. 

Please take note of safety procedures in your  

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.  

‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’  booklet.  

This can be downloaded from our web site. 

 

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS 
1.  Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

2. Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and  
 behind. 

3. When making a turn, give signal, and stay at 
 intersection  until following car has also turned. 

4. If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your 
 car. 

 Other members will return to find you. 

5. The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist 
drivers and car pool passengers to share fuel costs 
and can be found on our web site. 

 

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS 

Walks vary in distance between 10 to 16 km. 

Easy:           Flat, good firm track.  
          

Moderately easy:      Mostly flat, track in good to fair  

   condition.  

  

Moderate:    May be undulating, track in good to fair 
   condition.  

         

Moderately Difficult:   May be some steep sections,  

    track may be rough  in places. 

 

Difficult:     May have long steep sections, track 
   may be non- existent at times. 

         

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not                                                                                                                        
included in the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS for Field Trips 

James Turner: 5155 1258  m. 0427 290 838 

Noel Williamson m. 0457 291 869 

Connie Tuck  m. 0409 421 390  
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Date Activity Time Meeting Place Destination Subject/
Rated 

Leader/Speaker 

JANUARY             

Sun 10th Alpine Excursion 10.00am Mt Loch car park Mt Loch on Mt 
Hotham 

  Jen Wilkinson 

FEBRUARY             

Sun 7th Juniors 9.00am All Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Wetland Water Ex-
plore 

  Connie Tuck 

Mon 8th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am Pat McPherson’s 
home 

      

Frid 19th General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   “Backdoor to 
the Milky 
Way” 

Emily Hol-
lingsworth 

Sun 21st Excursion 9.00am 
9.45am 

Bridge Club              
Red Knob 

Nunniong Plateau   James Turner 

Sun 28th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Providence Ponds Flo-
ra & Fauna Reserve 

Easy Noel Williamson 

MARCH             

Sun 7th Juniors 9.00am All Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Timbarra Water Ex-
plore 

  Connie Tuck 

Mon 8th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am Pauline Stewart’s 
home 

      

Fri 19th General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   “Southern Ark 
Project” 

Andy Murray 

Sun 21st Excursion TBA         

Sun 28th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Orr’s Road State Forest Moderate Noel Williamson 

APRIL             

Sun 4th Juniors   No activities due to 
Easter 

      

Mon 5th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am No meeting due to 
Easter 

      

Fri 16th General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   TBA   

Sun 18th Excursion 9.00am  
9.45am 

Bridge Club              
Red Knob 

Buchan area   James Turner 

Sun 25th Bushwalk 9.00am  
9.45am 

Bridge Club               
Old Tostaree Rd 
turnoff at Princes 
Highway 

Old Tostaree Road 
loop 

Easy Noel Williamson 

MAY             

Sun 2nd Junior 9.00am Al Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Errinundra   Connie Tuck 

Mon 10th Committee 
meeting 

10.00am Jen Wilkinson’s 
home 

      

Frid 21st General meeting 7.30pm The Hub   “Rainforest 
Rambles in 
East Gipps-
land” 

Paul Harvey 

Sun 23rd Excursion 9.00am 
9.45am 

Bridge Club              
Red Knob 

Newmerella Fungi & or-
chids 

James Turner 

Sun 30th Bushwalk 9.00am  
9.30am 

Bridge Club      
Bruthen 

White Rocks Track Moderately 
difficult 

Noel Williamson 

JUNE             

Sun 6th Juniors 9.00am All Abilities Playgnd, 
Bairnsdale 

Lake Tyers Beach   Connie Tuck 

Mon 7th Committee 
meeting 

TBA         

Sun 20th Excursion TBA         

Sun 27th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Nicholson River -
Deptford Track 

Moderate Noel Williamson 

              PROGRAMME  JANUARY TO JUNE 2021 



BAIRNSDALE & DISTRICT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 

Reg. No. A0006074C 

ANNUAL REPORT 

for the year ending 30th June 2020 

 

I am pleased to present the Annual Report for the 2019-20 financial year which has been one of the most challenging for 
Victoria, ever. For East Gippsland and those of us who call it home it has been the worst of times as the cumulative effect of 
the long drought and climate change-induced lighting strikes conflagrated 320,000 hectares (800,000) acres of our beautiful 
area. 

Bushfires  

For 91 days bushfires raged across our State forests, national parks, temperate rainforests, coastal heathlands, high country 
ranges, farmlands, coastal scrub lands, roadside verges and small communities. They impacted many threatened species and 
their unique habitats and killed millions of birds and native animals. This loss was exacerbated by heavy post fire rains that 
washed through burnt-out gullies and fed ash and sediment into rivers with devastating effect on invertebrates, fish, and 
other marine species. 

Much of the area that been inaccessible for months was just opening up as 14,000 kilometres of roads and tracks were 
made safe from tree fall, when along came the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Covid-19 Pandemic 

This virus impacted on all Victorians when the Stage 3 restrictions were introduced on 28th March 2020 which led to strict 
social distancing that confined most of us to our homes and virtually closed down normal life as we knew it (and all Club 
activities) until the end of June. Whilst this had a positive impact on health numbers it had a negative impact on economic 
status. 

 The Committee took the decision to waive membership fees for one year because of these restrictions. Those members 
who had not renewed for 2020 were automatically covered by their 2019 subscription and those who had renewed for 
2020 their subscription would be carried forward to 2021. 

 

Membership 

Our membership continued to grow and currently stands at 147. Seventy four are associated with the junior group (parents 
and children) and 73 with the adult group. 

 

COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE/CO-ORDINATORS 

The Committee of four executive members and five ordinary members was elected and allocated portfolios at the AGM on 
18th October 2019. 

• President      Pat McPherson 

• Vice President      Jennifer Wilkinson 

• Secretary (Under the Act)    Pat McPherson 

• Treasurer      Margaret Regan 

Botanic Group Co-ordinator    James Turner 

Bushwalking Group Co-ordinator   Noel Williamson 

Junior Group Co-ordinator    tbd 

Newsletter Editor     Pauline Stewart 

Website Administrator     Jennifer Wilkinson  

Junior Group 

In September 2019 Vicki Fraser advised the committee that she would not be seeking re-election as Co-ordinator of the 
Junior Group. The committee unanimously committed to the continuation of the junior group and to build on the excellent 
foundation that Vicki had established. To this end junior group parents were invited to the general meeting in November 
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where Connie Tuck volunteered to take on the role of Co-ordinator and Heather Watson, Zannah Laird, Sarah Adcock and 
Caroline Love formed an ad hoc planning group and caucused to work up an operational strategy to take the junior group 
forward and also came up with a programme of activities for the first 6 months of 2020. Unfortunately this programme didn’t 
get off to a very good start because of the bushfires and Covid-19 restrictions. Nonetheless, this fantastic group of women is 
committed to sustaining the junior group in the new post pandemic normal. 

A very big thank you to Vicki Fraser who took the junior group to 73 members in three years. She brought great credit to the 
juniors, to herself and to the Club we all love. 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Eight committee meetings were scheduled during the year but three were cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Nonetheless, the committee continued to deal with the business of the Club by phone and email. 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Seven general meetings were scheduled during the year but three were cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Three of those that were held were preceded by a presentation by a guest speaker. It is the diversity of our guest speakers 
that contributes to one of our purposes ‘to further the awareness and study of natural history within the East Gippsland 
community. The average attendance was 19 members and visitors who heard the following presentations: 

Chris Cope    Bird photography 

Wayne Stagg    Road rules & regulations: Keeping older drivers safe 

Mick Bramwell & Jo Andrews  Bushfire rescue & recovery projects in far East Gippsland 

 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Field excursions  

Most monthly field excursions were once again ably planned and led by James Turner starting with a trip to Colquhoun Forest 
in July 2019.  The August trip took in Wairewa to Mottle Range and the September one, Freestone Creek. Led by Kath Tisdale 
we visited the Rosedale Bushland Reserve and the Longford Road in October and James again to Grant and Talbotville in 
November. 

 The first excursion in January 2020 was cancelled because of the bushfires. As roads were gradually re-opened we were able 
to get to Bentley Plain in February, passing through three heavily burnt areas on the way. Although devastated, regrowth was 
beginning. 

In March we did a loop between Swallow Lagoon, Bengworden and Moormurng Forest. That turned out to be the last of the 
excursions for the year as the last three were cancelled because of the Covid-19 shut down. 

Thank you James and Kath. 

Field excursions (Junior group) 

For the first half of the year these were carefully planned and ably led by Vicki Fraser. 

First was a July visit to Raymond Island with the local Landcare group to see the amazing revegetation work that they are 
undertaking.  

In August the excursion was to the Buchan Caves Reserve with Seamus Law from Parks Victoria which included plantings, scat 
identification and aboriginal tools. 

The year ended with the ever popular Tostaree fossil dig in December. 

2020 started with an evening BBQ at Eagle Point in February with Zannah Laird. 

The March excursion was to Wiseleigh with Ian Cane, a local apiarist, who brought his bees with him to demonstrate how 
they make honey. They also visited a burnt logging coupe to observe how burnt trees regenerate. This was the last activity for 
the year because of the Covid-19 restrictions. 

Thank you to Connie and the Planning group for taking up the junior group baton and working forward through such 
inauspicious times.  
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Bush walks 

 Noel Williamson and Pauline Stewart programmed 10 bush walks for the year but four were cancelled because of the effects 
of the bushfires and Covid-19 restrictions.  

July 2019 started with a walk to German Gully, followed by one to the Bullumwaal area in August. In October we walked the 
Chinese Diggings at Melwood and Lonely Bay in November. We only did 2 walks in 2020, Pettmans Beach in February and 
snuck in a walk to Bosworth Road Recreation Reserve and Macleod’s Morass on the last Sunday in June – the day restrictions 
were eased for the first time.  

Thank you to Noel and Pauline for another great year. 

 

Camp outs 

A well planned and highly anticipated camp-out based at Currawong Lodge at Dinner Plain on 10th/11th/12th December was 
cancelled because of bushfires in the area. 

 

Metallic Sun Orchids 

Every September the Club monitors and records these rare orchids which were discovered by James Turner at the Blond Bay 
Wildlife Reserve in 1990. In this year of drought we only found 9 plants.  

 

NON FIELD ACTIVITIES 

Publications 

The re-print of our first publication Orchids of East Gippsland – A Field Guide is continuing to sell well and Jennifer Wilkinson 
and James Turner are continuing work on our next publication –Wild flowers of East Gippsland. 

 

New acquisitions 

 This year we invested in a Premium personal portable PA (voice reinforcement system) for use at our general meetings and 
obtained 2 GME 2-way radios for our bush walkers. We took this opportunity to take an inventory of our assets and their 
location and revamp our Asset Register accordingly. 

 

Clematis newsletter  

A thank you to Pauline Stewart, Newsletter Editor and those who contributed to the Clematis with articles and photos 
throughout the year.   The Clematis, our quarterly newsletter has been printed at the now Department of  Environment, 
Lands, Water & Planning (the department has gone through many name changes) since  1989  and has been sponsored and 
supported by  Mick Bramwell for the last 20-25 years. A big thank you to Mick for allowing us the use of the photocopier.  

 

THANKS 

In closing, this has been a year of two parts, the first half was normal and I thank the coordinators for the excursions and 
bush walks that made the last half of 2019 so enjoyable. New Years Day brought the bushfires to our door and grounded us 
and then came Covid-19 with its 3 month social distancing restrictions that virtually confined us to our homes. 

In this regard I pay my respects to all of our members who, in the absence of our much loved activities, collectively embraced 
the new reality in the time of Covid and played by the new rules of the game.  

Last, I particularly want to thank the Committee and our Coordinators who kept us in business in the good months and 
carried on with their responsibilities in social isolation in the tough times and kept the work of the Club ongoing– they didn’t 
miss a beat. Thank you. 

Pat McPherson 

President 
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       IT’S OUR 60th ANNIVERSARY!  

            A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BEGINNINGS OF THE BAIRNSDALE & DISTRICT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 

  

The Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club was formed on the 25th November 1960 at the Methodist 

Church Hall, Bairnsdale by fifty enthusiastic people who came together from distant parts of East Gippsland on 

an idea formulated by Mr. B. Nicholson, Mr M. Elliott and Mr F. Drake who organised and convened the 

meeting. This group of people had come together with thoughts of creating a club for likeminded naturalists 

who wanted to help preserve the abundance of natural resources in East Gippsland and provide a general 

education in Australia’s unique flora and fauna.  

The gathering was addressed by Mr N. A. Wakefield who represented the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria.  He 

outlined the organisation and the interests of the Victorian club and suggested possible activities for one to be 

formed.  

On the subsequent formation of the Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club membership for 1960-61 

totalled 111. This was made up of 96 Senior Members and 15 Junior Members. 

The following people were elected as office bearers:                      

President, Mr M. Elliott; Vice-President, Mr F.R. Drake; Secretary, Mr B.M. Nicholson; Assistant Secretary, Mr 

H.F. Lousada; Excursion Secretary, Mr P.T.C. Morrison; Publicity Officer, Miss L. Barfield; Treasurer, Mr E.H. 

lllidge. 

The first committee was made up of K.C. Rogers, E.V. Barton, P. Eaton, F. O'Halloran, F. Barton, W. Cane, J.W. 

Pollard, L. Fell, Mesdames R.B. Scott, N. Jennings, J.W. Pollard and J.R. Crowther. 

The first excursion was to Sperm Whale Head on Sunday, 11th December 1960; the first weekend camp-out 

was to Mt Hotham on the 25th February 1961. 

Although there was a slight decrease in membership for the year 1961-1962, the club continued to function 

with the same vigour and imagination as was shown in the first year. Excursions of one and two days to places 

as distant as Mt Skene and Suggan Buggan became very popular. As a matter of necessity, a picnic atmosphere 

developed on these excursions, but learning proceeded at a most satisfying rate for both junior and senior 

members. 

The Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc. has continued their monthly excursions and  campouts 

annually for six decades visiting nearly all of East Gippsland and parts of North and South Gippsland and New 

South Wales and each outing recorded in The Clematis. 

Many areas of East Gippsland have been searched for elusive orchids, mosses, ferns, sedges, fungi, alpine 

plants, native shrubs and trees.  The coastal areas have also been a favoured region with the coastal 

environment and marine life studied in detail. 

Over the years, the club has also conducted exhibitions, seminars and fauna and flora surveys to both educate 

and promote community awareness of the diversity, uniqueness and vulnerability of our natural environment 

in East Gippsland.  Guest presenters at our monthly general meetings coming from East Gippsland, Victoria 

and Australia wide and even overseas, have shared their knowledge of flora, fauna, geology, geomorphology 

and the environment with members. 

 

Thank you to Andrew Bould and James Turner for the historical photos and documentation. 
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These are the earliest photos we can find of  BDFNC members which were taken in the 1960s.  Even if you don’t know  them I 

feel it appropriate in our 60th year to  bring them out of the club files and present them to our current members in memory 

of all the  effort they put in to encourage East Gippslanders to appreciate the natural treasures on our door step.  

 In subsequent issues of the  2021 Clematis I will dedicate a page to some more pictures from our club’s collection of historical 

photos.  The best way to photograph members is at lunch time when they are all sitting still as then like now its not easy to 

line everyone up out in the field to face a camera and smile as mostly they are in the distance with backs turned searching the 

vegetation or down on hands and knees peering at specimens.       And that’s what Field Naturalists like to do! 

BDFNC collection 
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YALMY ROAD NORTH OF ORBOST  -  20 September 2020 

By Margaret Regan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last time the club visited Yalmy Road was on 21 
September 2014 after the very large destructive 
Goongerah-Deddick bushfire of the preceding summer.  
This visit was after the Black Summer bushfire of 2019-
2020 which was even more horrific and widespread.  
This trip all our stops were in areas which had been 
burnt in the Black Summer bushfire.  Because we were 
in the middle of the Covid19 pandemic and restricted to 
only 10 members in a group, two groups were formed 
from Bairnsdale and Orbost.  The two groups mostly 
visited similar areas, but apart. 

 

Comparing this excursion with the previous one this 
year, along Dead Horse Creek Road and Kenny State 
Forest, the burning here appeared to have been more 
severe, with slightly fewer trees recovering and some 
patches where all the trees were dead and the ground 
was bare.  At our first stop most of the eucalypts were 
resprouting by epicormic shoots along their trunks.  The 
ground was covered with plants resprouting from basal 
lignotubers, roots or rhizomes, or germinated from 
seed, with many flowering.  As yet there was not enough 
growth to say there was a shrub layer.  Peas were the 
vigorous creeper deep red Dusky Coral-pea (Kennedia 
rubicunda) with simple ovate leaves; the smaller pillar-
box red creeper Running Postman (K. prostrata) with 
trifoliolate leaves; the large creeper Purple Coral-pea 
(Hardenbergia violacea) with more pointed leaves; the 
tiny yellow and brown Creeping Bossiaea (Bossiaea 
prostrata) with round leaves; and the tiny mauve 
climber Twining Glycine(Glycine clandestina) which has 
trifoliolate leaves.  Herbaceous daisies were yellow 
Button Everlasting (Coronidium scorpioides) with grey-
green hairy stem leaves; and tiny Blue Bottle-daisy 
(Lagenophora stipitata) which has a basal rosette of 
hairy leaves.  Lilies were Milkmaids (Burchardia 
umbellata) whose white blooms have pink carpels; and 
tufted white-blue Pale Grass-lily (Caesia parviflora) 
where the inflorescence has flowers in clusters of 2-6.  
Another small herb was Yellow Wood-sorrel (Oxalis 
corniculata) with trifololiate leaves.  The generic name 
arises from the fact that the leaves are rich in oxalic 
acid.  Other small herbs were orange Small St John’s 
Wort (Hypericum gramineum) with wavy-edged leaves; 
lots of the pale pink carnivorous sundew Drosera 
auriculata; Creamy Candles (Stackhousia monogyna) 
whose tubular flowers are arranged in spikes; the purple 
scrambler Hairy Fan-flower (Scaevola ramosissima); and 
a bluebell (Wahlenbergia sp.).  A small shrub was pink 
Common Heath (Epacris impressa).    

Yalmy Road 2020 after the summer fires  DW 

Running Postman Kennedia prostrata  JW 

Dusky Coral-pea Kennedia rubicunda             PS 
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 Two plants with long narrow leaves were cream Small 
Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea minor) whose trunk is almost 
entirely underground, with a tall inflorescence spike 
covered with flowers, much loved by honeyeaters; and 
small yellow Wattle Mat-rush (Lomandra filiformis) 
whose inflorescence has dense clusters of rounded 
flowers.  A grass with pretty feathery plumes was Blady 
Grass (Imperata cylindrica).  It is native to Australia, but 
also Asia and the Pacific.       During the day we found 
many orchids.  Here were the greenhoods, Tall 
Greenhood (Pterostylis melagramma) which has only 
stem leaves and the labellums of its many flowers have 
a dark central stripe; and Red-lip Greenhood (P. scapula) 
where the tips of the lateral sepals and the hood are 
red.  There were many Caladenias: fingers were pink and 
white Cryptic Fingers (Caladenia mentiens) where the 
tips of the lateral sepals and petals are pointed and 
reflexed upwards; Pink Fingers (C. carnea) whose 
column and labellum are crossed with prominent red 
bars; and White Fingers (C. catenata) where the 
labellum is white with a yellow tip.  Spider-orchids were 
greenish-cream Mountain Spider-orchid (C. montana) 
whose long tepals have dark clubs; and the smaller 
Heath Spider-orchid (C. fitzgeraldii) which is uncommon 
and mostly seen after hot summer fires.  Other orchids 
were pretty mauve and white Waxlip Orchid (Glossodia 
major); yellow Wallflower Orchid (Diuris orientis), one of 
the donkey orchids, with two erect petals like the ears of 
a donkey; Brown Beaks (Lyperanthus suaveolens) whose 
flowers have narrow tepals and a yellow-tipped 
labellum; greenish Early Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum 
patens) with a bright white labellum; an onion-orchid 
(Microtis sp.); and Blue Fingers (Cyanicula caerulea) 
which used to be a Caladenia.    

 

One butterfly was the brown, black and yellow 
Australian Admiral.  It is the Australian representative of 
the nettle feeding Red Admiral group of butterflies that 
occur in the Northern Hemisphere.  Their larvae feed on 
stinging nettles (Urtica sp.).  The other butterfly here 
was the slightly smaller Meadow Argus which is mostly 
brown and yellow with prominent eyespots.  Its 
caterpillars are black and spiky and feed on a variety of 
plants, both native and introduced.  There was also a 
small soldier beetle with a black head, orange thorax, 
black and orange striped abdomen, black wing covers 
and a very friendly disposition, several of which landed 
on hands.  The adults eat caterpillars, eggs, aphids and 
other soft-bodied insects.  They will eat nectar and 
pollen if no insects are around. 

Further north along Yalmy Road, we were now in the 
Snowy River National Park on top of a ridge.  As well as 
many plants we had seen before, there were also new 

ones.  Orchids were Waxlip Orchid, Wallflower Orchid 
and Pink Fingers, but also Nodding Greenhood 
(Pterostylis nutans); and Clark’s Caladenia (Caladenia 
clarkiae).  Clark’s Caladenia was named for Ruth Clark, a 
keen orchid expert and a late member of our club.  It 
grows to 15cm with up to 4 small white and pink 
flowers.  The trilobed labellum has a purple apex.  
Daisies were Button and Satin Everlasting (Helichrysum 
leucopsideum) whose inflorescences have yellow central 
disc florets surrounded by white papery bracts.  The 
small climber cream Common Apple-berry (Billardiera 
scandens) was in bud.  Other new plants noticed here 
were white Common Riceflower (Pimelea humilis); a 
large bluebell; tiny white Small Poranthera (Poranthera 
microphylla) with clustered flowers; the large flat 
spreading pink Kopata (Pelargonium inodorum) with 
opposite stalked heart-shaped leaves with crenate 
margins; and the beautiful Blue Pincushion (Brunonia 
australis).  Kopata is uncommon except following fire or 
other disturbance.  Blue Pincushion has a basal rosette 
of leaves with the flowers clustered at the head of the 
flowering stalk.  The female style protruding from each 
flower is capped with a yellow cup-like indusium into 
which the pollen is shed before the flower opens.  Later 
the pollen is pushed out by the growth of the female 
stigma.  There was the ubiquitous fern Austral bracken 
(Pteridium esculentum) which survives fire really well as 
it has an extensive underground system of rhizomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Australian Admiral   AB 

Meadow Argus    AB 
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There were also some unidentified insects – a brown 
grasshopper, a dragonfly and native bees.    

There was a very quick-moving tiny skink.  How did that 
survive?  Or did it hatch from an underground 
protected egg.  Most skinks in Victoria seem to be live-
bearing.  Skinks include egg layers and live bearers.  Live 
bearing predominates in cool southern areas where the 
incubation of eggs is hindered by low temperatures.  
The advantage of warming embryos in the mother’s 
body outweighs the hindrance to her mobility.  In 
Tasmania virtually all skinks are live bearers, while in 
the tropics, most are egg layers.   

 

Along Moresford Road we visited an area with Brittle 
Gum (Eucalyptus mannifera).  These delightful small 
eucalypts have white to cream smooth bark which 
sheds in flakes, buds in clusters of 4-7 and fruits with 
short exposed valves.  After a fire, the outer layer of 
bark is shed in the flakes.  We saw trees with the base 
surrounded by the shed flakes and the undamaged new 
bright white bark revealed, with no epicormic shoots 
along the trunks.  Here the Common Heath was white 
and there was also the perennial herb Blue Dampiera 
(Dampiera stricta) whose blue petals have rusty hairs 
outside.  Orchids were again Clark’s Caladenia and 
Waxlip Orchid which has a white labellum with yellow 
basal calli; but at this site was also the rare Small 
Waxlip (Glossodia minor) whose tepals are a deeper 
mauve, the labellum white with black-capped basal 
calli.  Altogether for the excursion we found sixteen 
species of orchids in flower.  A tiny fern was Screw fern 
(Lindsaea linearis) whose pinnate fronds have fan-
shaped pinnae.  The fertile frond has its pinnae twisted 
in a manner that was thought to resemble the thread of 
a screw.   

We drove to the picnic area near Raymond Creek Falls 
for afternoon tea, but on the way stopped to admire 
the small shrubs, bright yellow Heath Wattle (Acacia 
brownii) with green stiff needle-like phyllodes and 
usually solitary globular flower heads in the axils of the 
phyllodes; bright lilac-pink Pink-bells (Tetratheca ciliata) 
whose flower stalks have a few gland-tipped hairs; and 
orange Showy Parrot-pea (Dillwynia sericea) with linear 
leaves and flowers in dense leafy inflorescences. 

 

Thanks once again to James for another excellent day, 
and to Len and Jacquie for seeking out the birds.  

 

Hakea seed cases opened up after the fires     DW 

Small Waxlip Glossodia minor               DW 

Striated Pardalote     KR 
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Plants: 

Acacia brownii  Heath Wattle 

Billardiera scandens  Common Apple-berry 

Bossiaea prostrata  Creeping Bossiaea 

Brunonia australis  Blue Pincushion 

Burchardia umbellata  Milkmaids 

Caesia parviflora  Pale Grass-lily 

Caladenia carnea  Pink Fingers 

C. catenata  White Fingers 

C. clarkiae  Clark’s Caladenia 

C.  fitzgeraldii Heath Spider-orchid 

C. mentiens  Cryptic Fingers 

C. montana  Mountain Spider-orchid 

Coronidium scorpioides  Button Everlasting 

Cyanicula caerulea  Blue Fingers 

Dampiera stricta  Blue Dampiera 

Dillwynia sericea  Showy Parrot-pea 

Diuris orientis  Wallflower Orchid 

Drosera auriculata  a sundew 

Epacris impressa  Common Heath 

Eucalyptus mannifera  Brittle Gum 

Glossodia major  Waxlip Orchid 

G. minor  Small Waxlip 

Glycine clandestina  Twining Glycine 

Hardenbergia violacea  Purple Coral-pea 

Helichrysum leucopsideum  Satin Everlasting 

Hypericum gramineum  Small St John’s Wort 

Imperata cylindrica  Blady Grass 

Kennedia prostrata  Running Postman 

K. rubicunda  Dusky Coral-pea 

Lagenophora stipitata  Blue Bottle-daisy 

Lindsaea linearis  Screw fern 

Lomandra filiformis  Wattle Mat-rush 

Lyperanthus suaveolens  Brown Beaks 

Microtis sp.  an onion-orchid 

Oxalis corniculata  Yellow Wood-sorrel 

Pelargonium inodorum  Kopata 

Pimelea humilis  Common Riceflower 

Poranthera microphylla  Small Poranthera 

Prasophyllum patens  Early Leek-orchid 

Pteridium esculentum  Austral bracken 

Pterostylis melagramma  Tall Greenhood 

P. nutans  Nodding Greenhood 

P. scapula  Red-lip Greenhood 

Scaevola ramosissima  Hairy Fan-flower 

Stackhousia monogyna  Creamy Candles 

Tetratheca ciliata  Pink-bells 

Wahlenbergia sp.  a bluebell 

Xanthorrhoea minor  Small Grass-tree 

 

Birds: 

Pinnak Hills 

Olive-backed Oriole 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Grey Fantail 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Pied Currawong 

Red Wattlebird 

 

Moresford Road 

Rufous Whistler 

Striated Pardalote 

Musk Lorikeet 

Tree Martin 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

Dusky Woodswallow 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

 

Raymond Creek Falls Picnic Ground 

Golden Whistler 

Eastern Whipbird 

Spotted Pardalote 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

Bell Miner 

Eastern Spinebill 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

 

Reptiles: 

Skink 

 

Insects: 

Australian Admiral butterfly 

Meadow Argus butterfly 

Soldier Beetle 

Brown Grasshopper 

Native Bees 

Dragonfly 
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It was expected to be a very unpleasant day for our 
annual count of the Metallic Sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
epipactoides), as the predicted temperature was 30oC 
with a screaming northerly wind.  However once we 
travelled into the Blond Bay State Game Reserve, we 
were fairly sheltered from the wind and it was cloudy all 
day.  Near the entrance to the reserve was a lovely 
specimen of the blue Spotted Sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
ixioides) whose flowering stalk can grow to 65cm and 
thus can be easily seen above the surrounding grasses 
and sedges.  It can have up to 15 flowers which may be 
up to 35mm across.  Its tepals mostly have darker 
coloured spots. 

 

The endangered Metallic Sun-orchid was first discovered 
at Blond Bay in 1990 by James Turner.  It is one of the 
largest orchids in Victoria, with a flowering stalk which 
can be to 50cm, with up to 20 flowers.  It has one long 
strappy fleshy bluish-green leaf.  The flowers, up to 
40mm across, can be bronze, pink, greenish or reddish 
with a metallic lustre.  Flowering is enhanced by 
summer fires.  The orchid is extinct in NSW, and 
endangered in Victoria and South Australia.  It grows 
mostly in coastal areas with a few inland mallee sites.  
Much of its habitat has been destroyed for agriculture, 
and it is threatened by weeds, and the grazing of pest 
and native animals. 

 

In 1997 a securely fenced enclosure was built around 
the greatest concentration of the orchids.  A larger 
enclosure was added in 2005, but it is not secure, and 
has been repeatedly breached, allowing grazing.  We 
saw the scats of several different grazers, such as 
wombats, rabbits and macropods, not to mention a 
wombat burrow.  To reduce competition from other 
plants, the enclosed areas were burnt in 1996, 1997, 
2000, 2004, 2013 and autumn 2017.     

 

Our first count of the orchids in 2005 was 261.  Later 
counts have been decreasing, with some years really 
low, perhaps because of drought.  Later years have been 
2016 – 46, 2017 – 14, 2018 – 39 and 2019 – 16; the last 
three years being droughted.  This year we found 11 
plants.  Another orchid here was an onion-orchid 
(Microtis sp.) which has a tall flowering stalk with many 
tiny crowded green flowers.  

 

Over the years Burgan (Kunzea ericoides) has become a  

weed in this area and many others.  The Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and 
Parks Victoria has been able to kill plants invading the 
orchid enclosures.  Two major ground covers in the large 
enclosure were the tussocky Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
(Lomandra longifolia) with long strappy leaves and tall 
spiky male or female inflorescences with many tiny pale 
yellow flowers; and the smaller Coarse Twine-rush 
(Apodasmia brownii) whose leaves are reduced to stem-
sheathing brown scales and there are also separate 
brown male and female inflorescences terminal on the 
stems.  Other plants were the small red pea creeper 
Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata); a tiny bluebell 
(Wahlenbergia sp.); cream Common Rice-flower 
(Pimelea humilis); and Creamy Candles (Stackhousia 
monogyna) whose flowers are strongly scented at night 
and thus pollinated by night-flying moths.  Scrambling 
up other plants was the pretty tiny climber blue Love 
Creeper (Comesperma volubile) whose flowers are pea-
like with 5 sepals resembling petals and 3 petals.  The 
generic name comes from the Greek ‘coma’ meaning 
‘hair of the head’, referring to the tuft of hair on the 
seed.  There was also a rock-fern (Cheilanthes sp.).  A 
fawn Garden Orb-weaving Spider had spun its web 
between the leaves of plants to catch its prey of mostly 
flying insects.  The spider usually rests upside down in 
the centre of the web.  

 

Inside the small enclosure where the vegetation hadn’t 
been grazed, although there was some Spiny-headed 
Mat-rush, there was also a tall tussock-grass (Poa sp.); 
and Blady Grass (Imperata cylindrica); a rhizomatous 
perennial with tufts to 1.2m, where the leaves have red 
tones over winter.  The flowers are borne in long white 
feathery spikes above the leaves.  There was a grove of 
small Coast Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis subsp. 
pryoriana) with rough blackish bark and fruits usually in 
3s; Sallow Wattle (Acacia longifolia) whose long 
phyllodes have several main flowers and the flowers are 
held in spikes; white Daphne Heath (Brachyloma 
daphnoides) with bulbous tubular scented flowers with 
hairy throats; yellow and red Grey Parrot-pea (Dillwynia 
cinerascens) which has flowers densely clustered along 
the length of the stem; and the tiny creeping yellow pea 
Creeping Bossiaea (Bossiaea prostrata) with circular 
leaves. 

 

James chose a high point near the lake as an ideal spot 
for lunch.  The site is elevated above the Lake Victoria 

METALLIC SUN-ORCHID COUNT – 3 October 2020 

By Margaret Regan 
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with a view to Loch Sport and Sperm Whale Head in the 
Lakes National Park.  To get there we drove along the 
very attractive Grass Tree Track with huge gnarled Saw 
Banksias (Banksia serrata); and the truly weird but 
wonderful Austral Grass-trees (Xanthorrhoea australis) 
with their shimmering, flowing tutus of leaves.  Some of 
the grass trees were carrying tall flowering spikes 
covered with cream flowers. 

 

Along Banksia Track over white siliceous sand, again 
there was Austral Grass-tree flowering.  The eucalypt 
along the track was Gippsland Peppermint (Eucalyptus 
arenicola) with rough bark, glossy green leaves and 
stalked buds with 11 to many in the cluster. It is rare 
and endemic to the Gippsland Lakes area.  We stopped 
near a grove of Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis), a 
small dark green tree (to 12m) with hard fissured bark 
and hanging narrow foliage.  There was also a male of 
the Dwarf Sheoak (A. pusilla) which only grows to 1.5m.  
Two heath shrubs were Pink Beard-heath (Leucopogon 
ericoides) whose flowers have hairy petals, its buds are 
pink and its leaves are recurved; and white Common 
Heath (Epacris impressa).  There was Spike Wattle 
(Acacia oxycedrus) with pointed leaves and bright 
yellow spikes of flower heads.  Two guinea-flower 
shrubs were Twiggy Guinea-flower (Hibbertia virgata) 
whose stems and narrow leaves have crinkly hairs; and 
Bundled Guinea-flower (H. fasciculata) where the leaves 
are arranged in clusters.  Two small rare shrubs were 
pink Nodding Baeckea (Euryomyrtus ramosissima subsp. 
prostrata) with narrow papery leaves and solitary 
flowers; and cream Oval-leaf Pseudanthus (Pseudanthus 
ovalifolius) with separate male and female flowers.  A 
pretty bright green rush was Thick Twig-rush (Caustis 
pentandra).  The specific name refers to the five 
stamens in the flower. 

 

This particular stop was made because of the presence 
of several rare orchids.  Lovely, but not rare, were 
purple and white Waxlip (Glossodia major); and 
Nodding Greenhood (Pterostylis nutans).  The rare ones 
were minute pink to white Fairy Fingers (Caladenia 
alata) whose labellum is darker striped with an orange 
tip; minute pink Tiny Fingers (C. pusilla) where the 
labellum is pink striped and the tip is green; and pure 
white Orange-tip Fingers (C. aurantiaca) with orange 
labellum tip and calli.  It is not surprising that Fairy and 
Tiny Fingers are rare or seldom seen.  They were 
minute!! 

 

On to Tussock Swamp, which hasn’t been a swamp for 

years.  It is now an ex-swamp!  It is also overgrown with 
Burgan.  However we found Spotted Sun-orchid, and 
yellow and brown Tiger Orchid (Diuris sulphurea) which 
has two distinct brown blotches at the base of the 
dorsal sepal.  A small pea shrub was orange Dwarf Bush-
pea (Pultenaea humilis) whose dense elliptic leaves 
have incurved margins.  Many small plants have the 
specific epithet ‘humilis’.  ‘Humili’ is Latin for ‘low’.  
Along the edge of the track we found the very low 
endangered white Dwarf Kerrawang (Commersonia 
prostrata) which is a tiny mat-forming shrub whose 
ovate leaves have margins with rounded teeth.  Flitting 
about was a black and yellow day moth, and the egg 
case of a Praying Mantis was seen.  The female mantis 
lays up to several hundred eggs in a distinctive case 
called an ootheca.  Accessory glands produce this as a 
foam which quickly hardens when laid on a branch.           

 

Our big excitement for the day came as we were 
finished for the day and almost to the exit of Blond Bay.  
In the middle of the road were two large (long) Red-
bellied Black Snakes either fighting or mating.  [There 
seems to be some debate as to what was happening.  I 
have viewed videos of both activities, and they look 
very similar, with the fighting perhaps being a little 
more active!!]  Average size for a male is 1.5 – 2m, with 
reports up to 2540mm.  Courtship and mating occurs 
mainly in spring.  Males travel widely in search of 
females and will engage in combat with any rival male 
that they encounter.  The two combatants spread their 
necks and rear up their forebodies.  They hook their 
necks around each other with a twisting motion which 
leads to their bodies being intertwined.  They may hiss 
and bite each other, but they are largely immune to 
their species venom.  This can go on for many minutes.  
The two we saw continued on (??mating, fighting) all 
the time we were watching.  They finally rolled off the 
road, allowing us to pass, but still continuing their loving 
or battle.  The venomous Red-bellied Black Snake is a 
shy snake and will generally only deliver a serious bite 
under severe molestation.   

 

Nearly three days after our visit, I dislodged a fully 
engorged tick (c.3mm) from my leg. 

 

Thank you, James, Len and Jacquie. 

AB 
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Plants: 

Acacia longifolia  Sallow Wattle 

A. oxycedrus  Spike Wattle 

Allocasuarina  littoralis  Black Sheoak 

A. pusilla  Dwarf Sheoak 

Apodasmia brownii  Coarse Twine-rush 

Banksia serrata  Saw Banksia 

Bossiaea prostrata  Creeping Bossiaea 

Brachyloma daphnoides  Daphne Heath 

Caladenia alata  Fairy Fingers 

C. aurantiaca  Orange-tip Fingers 

C. pusilla  Tiny Fingers 

Caustis pentandra  Thick Twig-rush 

Cheilanthes sp.  a rock-fern 

Comesperma volubile  Love Creeper 

Commersonia prostrata  Dwarf Kerrawang 

Dillwynia cinerascens  Grey Parrot-pea 

Diuris sulphurea  Tiger Orchid 

Epacris impressa  Common Heath 

Eucalyptus arenicola  Gippsland Peppermint 

E. viminalis subsp. pryoriana  Coast Manna Gum 

Euryomyrtus ramosissima subsp. prostrata  Nodding 
Baeckea 

Glossodia major  Waxlip 

Hibbertia fasciculata  Bundled Guinea-flower 

H. virgata  Twiggy Guinea-flower 

Imperata cylindrica  Blady Grass 

Kennedia prostrata  Running Postman 

Kunzea ericoides  Burgan 

Leucopogon ericoides  Pink Beard-heath 

Lomandra longifolia  Spiny-headed Mat-rush 

Microtis sp.  an onion-orchid 

Pimelea humilis  Common Rice-flower 

Poa sp.  a tussock-grass 

Pseudanthus ovalifolius  Oval-leaf Pseudanthus 

Pterostylis nutans  Nodding Greenhood 

Pultenaea humilis  Dwarf Bush-pea 

Stackhousia monogyna  Creamy Candles 

Thelymitra epipactoides  Metallic Sun-orchid 

T. ixioides  Spotted Sun-orchid 

Wahlenbergia sp.  a bluebell 

Xanthorrhoea australis  Austral Grass-tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birds: 

(Most birds heard, but not seen) 

Phiddians Swamp Track 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Laughing Kookaburra 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Caspian Tern 

Common Bronzewing 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

Rufous Whistler 

Whistling Kite 

Spotted Pardalote 

Additional species from lunch spot 

White-bellied Sea-eagle 

Grey Fantail 

Australian Pelican 

Little Black Cormorant 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Golden Whistler 

Red Wattlebird 

Crimson Rosella 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

Additional species from Banksia Track 

Striated Pardalote 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Dusky Woodswallow 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Common Blackbird 

Australian Raven 

Brown Thornbill 

Near entrance 

Crested Pigeon  

(33 species) 

Reptiles: 

Eastern Brown Snake 

Red-bellied Black Snake 

Invertebrates: 

Tick 

Garden Orb-weaving Spider 

Black and yellow day moth 

Praying Mantis egg case  



    
            FIGHTING OR COURTSHIP? 
 
Andrew Bould caught these images of some snake 
mating and/or courtship behaviours on the Blond 
Bay Metallic Sun-orchid count on the 3rd October 
2020. The Eastern Brown pair were in the small 
enclosure of the orchid site and were coupled and 
the red-bellied black pair were found on the road on 
the way out near the main gate. They were first 
observed on the road and covered in gravel dust so 
at first they appeared light brown, but as they 
progressed onto the grass area, the dust came off 
and you could then see the red underside and black 
back. Alex Green from Sarsfield and Andrew 
photographed them for 15 minutes before they 
parted, one crossed the road again travelling under a 
4WD that also stopped to watch and shortly 
afterwards the other snake followed. There is still 
conjecture that the pair were fighting not trying to 
mate, however Jim Reside suggested mating. 
Unfortunately, Youtube has them described as 
fighting. Too much caressing for fighting! Andrew 
says he has only seen snakes courting like this on 
Raymond Island once before and ending with mating. 
Either version, Andrew says they were great to see. 
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          Eastern Brown Snakes    AB 

Red-bellied Black Snakes  AB 
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Born in Bairnsdale in 1930, the youngest daughter of 
Frederick and Annie Haylock. Irene along with her four 
siblings initially lived on the family farm at Gravelly Point 
on Raymond Island, where her grandparents had 
selected land in the 1890s. 

With the closure of the Raymond Island School in 1934, 
Irene had to commence her schooling at the Paynesville 
State School. This involved a trip from the farm to the 
ferry boat on horseback, usually with Irene wedged in 
the middle between Dan and Dot, in the spring cart and 
later by bicycle, then a short walk up the hill to school. 
Irene’s secondary education was at the Bairnsdale High 
School in Dalmahoy Street where she achieved her 
Leaving Certificate in 1946 and was awarded a Teaching 
Scholarship. 

 

In 1947 Irene became a student teacher at the Lucknow 
State School, then in 1948, at the age of 17 and 11 
months, she was posted to Combienbar as temporary 
head teacher because she was too young to go to 
Teacher’s College in Melbourne; you had to be 18. She 
completed her Trained Primary Teacher’s Certificate at 
the Melbourne Teachers College the following year. 

Irene commenced her teaching career at Poowong, 
before being appointed Head Teacher (and the only 
teacher) to Sandy Creek State School, in the state’s 
North East. Later the smaller schools in the valley 
consolidated and she joined the teaching staff at Kiewa 
Valley Consolidated School. In 1954 she transferred to 
Hazelwood North so that she could be closer to home. 

 

In the North East Irene met and married a local farmer, 
George Bould.  In the next few years, the family grew 
with the arrival of four children with Andrew being the 
youngest.  In 1964 the Bould family moved back to 
Raymond Island where Irene lived in the family home for 
the next 56 years. 

Irene had numerous interests and hobbies. She had a 
great interest in nature. Even as a young child she 
enjoyed being out and about, watching the variety of 
birds and animals, looking for wildflowers which grew 
around the area and collecting shells from the beach. 
This interest in the natural world continued throughout 
her life. 

Over her lifetime Irene was involved in many community 
organisations.  

 

 As a young teenager Irene joined the Volunteer Air 
Observers Corps during World War II and spent time 
rostered on duty observing from the spotting tower 
located in Newlands Drive, Paynesville. 

In 1949, residents of Raymond Island formed a new 
community group called the Raymond Island 
Advancement League which Irene was a foundation 
member and later became President in the 1980s. 

In 1977 the push for a fire tanker on Raymond Island 
gained momentum. Irene along with several other Island 
ladies formed a fund-raising group for the Island unit 
and she later became a member of the Paynesville Fire 
Brigade Auxiliary. 

The Raymond Island Community Association was formed 
in 2003 following the merger of Raymond Island 
Advancement League and the Raymond Island 
Protection Committee and Irene was made Honorary 
Life Member.  

 

 Along with Andrew, Irene joined the Bairnsdale & 
District Field Naturalists Club in 1994 where she enjoyed 
getting out in the bush with members to appreciate East 
Gippsland’s nature. 

             MEMBER’S PROFILE   

                                      IRENE BOULD  1930-2020    

AB 



 Issue  No. 126                                  Page 20 

PS 

As with our last excursion, with Covid19 restrictions still in 
place, we again had two groups of members – 10 in the 
Bairnsdale group and 10 in the Orbost group.  We travelled 
east on the Princes Highway past Orbost and Cabbage Tree to 
turn south onto the Marlo-Cabbage Tree Road and thence to 
the Cabbage Tree-Conran Road.  Our first stop was at the 
entrance to the Cape Conran Coastal Park, at the start of Old 
Coast Road.  The area along the Cabbage Tree-Conran Road 
had been burnt in the horrendous Black Summer bushfires of 
2019-20 on the west side, but not on the east.  The burnt area 
was not very severely burnt and looked much like a control 
burn with the upper branches of the eucalypts still with their 
leaves.   

 

It was a wonderland of flowering.  A tall tree was Silvertop 
Ash (Eucalyptus sieberi) which has a long straight trunk with 
dark fissured bark contrasting with smooth white branches 
forming a relatively small crown.  It is often found in State 
Forests and taken for its timber.  Other smaller trees were the 
twisted and gnarled Saw Banksia (Banksia serrata) whose 
thick leaves have serrated edges; and cream Scented 
Paperbark (Melaleuca squarrosa) whose leaves are close and 
decussate – opposite leaves with each pair at right angles to 
the pair below – giving a square appearance to the branch.  
The most obvious shrub was the bright white Wedding Bush 
(Ricinocarpus pinifolius) with narrow leaves.  The flowers are 
in terminal clusters, usually one female with 3-6 males.  The 
small pea shrubs both had yellow flowers with reddish 
centres.  They were Common Aotus (Aotus ericoides) whose 
narrow leaves have down-turned margins (revolute); and Grey 
Parrot-pea (Dillwynia cinerascens)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with flowers densely clustered terminally on the stem.  Other 
small shrubs were Common Correa (Correa reflexa) with hairy 
leaves and tubular red flowers edged with white; the hairy 
Woolly Xanthosia (Xanthosia pilosa) with trifoliolate leaves; 
white Slender Rice-flower (Pimelea linifolia) with narrow 
leaves; and Hairy Pink-bells (Tetratheca pilosa) which 
strangely, has no hairs on the flowering stalk.  An erect broom
-like leafless shrub was Broom Spurge (Amperea xiphoclada) 
with tiny flowers in clusters along the stems which are green 
and photosythesise, taking over the function of leaves.  There 
were two purple-flags, Short Purple-flag (Patersonia fragilis) 
whose flowering stem is shorter than the almost round leaves; 
and Leafy Purple-flag (P. glabrata) where the flowering stem 
is longer than the flat leaves.  Both purple-flags have a tuft of 
linear leaves and their flowers have 3 petals and 3 stamens.   

 

We saw hundreds of the lily Milkmaids (Burchardia umbellata) 
during the day.  Its flowers have a pink central ovary.  Another 
common herb was Blue Dampiera (Dampiera stricta) whose 
two-lipped flowers have petals with rusty hairs below.  In the 
same family Goodeniaceae was the lovely deep pink to purple 
straggling Hairy Fan-flower (Scaevola ramosissima) with long 
hairy leaves.  Another hairy herb was white prostrate Hairy 
Mitrewort (Mitrasacme pilosa) whose fruiting capsules have 
the shape of a bishop’s mitre.  A really tall (to 2.5m) tussock-
forming sedge was Red-fruit Saw-sedge (Gahnia sieberiana) 
with a long brown feathery inflorescence.  There were many 
plants of the carnivorous sundew Drosera auriculata.  The two 

orchids found were green with reddish stripes Copper Beard-
orchid (Calochilus campestris) whose large labellum is covered 
with purplish yellow-tipped hairs; and the seriously weird 
Large Duck-orchid or Flying Duck (Caleana major).  Its upside-
down flower has a duck-like labellum which is on a trigger 
mechanism that tucks it into the lower portion of the flower 
when stimulated.  Hopefully the stimulation is provided by a 
sawfly pollinator.  The lower portion of the flower holds the 
male pollen and the female stigma.  The sawfly removes the 
pollen (to transfer to another flower) and hopefully deposits 
pollen from another orchid onto the stigma.  As usual there 
were many plants of the fern Austral bracken (Pteridium 
esculentum). 

 

We moved onto Old Coast Road to visit a grass-tree plain.  
Along the way was the pink scrambling shrub Wiry Bauera 
(Bauera rubioides) with trifoliate leaves and flowers with 5-8 
petals.  It was named for the Austrian Botanical illustrating 
brothers Ferdinand and Franz Bauer.  The extensive grass-tree 
plain was full of Spear Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea resinosa) 
which has no noticeable trunk and leaves usually longer than 
1m.  Since the fires most of the grass-trees were flowering 
with their spikes covered in tiny cream flowers.  The aroma of 
their nectar was slightly unpleasant.  The mass flowering was 
a spectacular vision.  There were a few other plants in 
amongst the grass-trees.                   

    Grey Parrot-pea Dillwynnia glaberrima         JW 

CAPE CONRAN COASTAL PARK   -    21 October 2020                                                       

By Margaret Regan 
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PS 

PS 

PS 

      Forest Boronia  Boronia muelleri   JW 

  

There was Short Purple-flag and white Common Heath 
(Epacris impressa).  A dense shrub was Scrub Sheoak 
(Allocasuarina paludosa).  Two pea shrubs were the rush-like 
yellow and red Globe-pea (Sphaerolobium minus) with round 
mostly leafless stems and flowers clustered together 
terminally; and low spreading yellow Common Wedge-pea 
(Gompholobium huegelii) whose keel petals are densely hairy.  
A new lily was pretty mauve Rush Lily (Sowerbaea juncea) 
with all its flowers clustered at the top of the stem.   

 

The only orchid was the very pretty quite large blue Spotted 
Sun-orchid (Thelymitra ixioides) whose tepals usually have 
darker blue spots.  There was the tiny upright bright green 
Screw fern (Lindsaea linearis) with fan-shaped pinnae.  On 
some fallen branches were the fruiting bodies of the Scarlet 
Bracket Fungus (Pycnoporus coccineus) which is never scarlet, 
but orange!  The mycelium of the fungus would be inside the 
branch quietly digesting it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Tufted Lily Thelionema caespitosum       JW 

Xanthorrhoea australis (tallest with trunk) and Xanthorrhoea resinosa (brown spikes)  JW 



 Issue  No. 126   CAPE CONRAN COASTAL PARK                  Page 22 

Our next stop was at the corner of Old Coast Road and Gravel 
Road.  (Old Coast Road was gravel too!!)  Here was another 
huge plain filled with flowering Spear Grass-tree.  In the forest 
around the plain were lots of Milkmaids and some more Rush 
Lily.  Another lily was tufted blue Black-anther Flax-lily 
(Dianella revoluta) whose long leaves have turned-under 
margins (revolute).  A second grass-tree was Small Grass-tree 
(Xanthorrhoea minor) with no trunk and leaves less than 
60cm long.  These were also flowering.  Another plant with 
long narrow leaves was yellow Wattle Mat-rush (Lomandra 
filiformis).  New plants were the small pink shrub Heath 
Milkwort (Comesperma ericinum) whose flowers are pea-like, 
with 5 sepals resembling petals and 3 petals; the small cream 
twining shrub Common Apple-berry (Billardiera scandens) 
with long tubular flowers; and the tiny yellow herb Golden 
Weather-glass (Hypoxis hygrometrica).  The orchids were 
Copper Beard-orchid which was mostly green; the tiny Pink 
Fingers (Caladenia carnea) whose labellum has red bars and 
yellow-tipped calli; and the emerging burgundy stem of a 
hyacinth-orchid (Dipodium sp.). 

 

A little way down Gravel Road was another large grass-tree 
swamp.  It was mostly composed of Spear Grass-tree, but 
there were some plants of the larger Austral Grass-tree 
(Xanthorrhoea australis) which has an obvious trunk which 
can be up to 3m.  We noticed a red-brown resinous exudate 
at the base of one Austral Grass-tree.  Apparently Spear Grass
-tree produces a yellowish resinous exudate.  These resins are 

waterproof and melt when warmed.  They were used by 
aborigines to glue stone heads to shafts, and for 
waterproofing bark canoes and water carrying vessels.  The 
search was on for orchids.  There was Large Duck-orchid and 
Spotted Sun-orchid.  New were minute pink Tiny Fingers 
(Caladenia pusilla) with a yellowish-green tip on the labellum; 
and the rare leafless Lizard Orchid (Burnettia cuneata) which 
is white to pinkish with some external pink striping.  The 
Lizard Orchid can remain dormant for many years and then 
resprout following fire, if there is enough moisture. 

On the way back to the corner of Old Coast Road and Gravel 
Road we stopped to admire the richly flowering shrub Pink or 
Forest Boronia (Boronia muelleri), no doubt named for the 
first Victorian Government Botanist Ferdinand von Mueller.  It 
has pinnate leaves with 7-17 leaflets and the flowers have 4 
petals.  There was more Scented Paperbark and Woolly 
Xanthosia.  Other small shrubs were white Slender Rice-
flower (Pimelea linifolia) with terminal clusters of flowers 
which are hairy outside; the pea, yellow and reddish Common 
Aotus whose linear leaves have revolute margins; and white 
Slender Platysace (Platysace heterophylla) with very fine 
dissected leaves.  Again we saw Flying Ducks.  These had 
really long stalks to 40cm.  There was the tiny clubmoss 
Swamp selaginella (Selaginella uliginosa) whose erect stems 
have 4 rows of minute leaves and sporangia are formed at the 
ends of these stems. 

            Red Beard-orchid   Calochilus paludosus      DW    Purple Beard-orchid    Calochilus robertsonii        DW 
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Further east on Old Coast Road we came upon a sea of white, 
with Milkmaids, Small Grass-tree and Butterfly Flag or White 
Iris (Diplarrena moraea) which is !!shy-flowering, except after 
bushfires.  Butterfly Flag flowers have 3 white large outer 
tepals and 3 inner smaller tepals with purple veins and 2 
functional stamens.  A new smaller tiny shrub which we see 
often was white Common Rice-flower (Pimelea humilis).  
Behind this roadside vegetation was another large Spear 
Grass-tree plain.  There was also finished green form of Tall 
Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum elatum).  This is the tallest 
terrestrial orchid in Victoria.  Its flowering stem can grow to 
150cm (wow!!) with up to 60 small flowers.  Others with very 
dark stems were still in bud. 

 

Here there were also some fungi.  One definitely identified 
was pretty white Amanita ananiceps.  Its white cap can be to 
120mm across with scales and a frilled edge being the 
remains of the veil which enclosed the fruiting body when 
young.  It also had a white stalk with a white annulus and 
white gills.   An unusual fruiting body had a very dark brown 
flat cap with scallops around the edge.  Its stalk was short, so 
the fruiting body was close to the ground and too covered in 
soil to see whether it had gills or pores.  It might have been 
Leathery Sawgill (Neolentinus dactyloides).  It fruits 
infrequently, usually within days of fire.  Someone also 
mentioned seeing Native or Blackfellow’s Bread 
(Laccocephalum mylittae) which is common after fire.  Both of 
these fungi have large underground bodies or sclerotium, 
which in the case of Blackfellow’s Bread was eaten by 
aborigines.  

Plants: 

Allocasuarina paludosa  Scrub Sheoak 

Amperea xiphoclada  Broom Spurge 

Aotus ericoides  Common Aotus 

Banksia serrata  Saw Banksia 

Bauera rubioides  Wiry Bauera 

Billardiera scandens  Common Apple-berry 

Boronia muelleri  Forest or Pink Boronia 

Burchardia umbellata  Milkmaids 

Burnettia cuneata  Lizard Orchid 

Caladenia carnea  Pink Fingers 

C. pusilla  Tiny Fingers 

Caleana major  Large Duck-orchid or Flying Duck 

Calochilus campestris  Copper Beard-orchid 

C. paludosus Red Beard-orchid 

C. robertsonii Purple Beard-orchid 

Comesperma ericinum  Heath Milkwort 

Correa reflexa  Common Correa 

Dampiera stricta  Blue Dampiera 

Dianella revoluta  Black-anther Flax-lily 

Dillwynia cinerascens  Grey Parrot-pea 

Diplarrena moraea  Butterfly Flag or White Iris 

Dipodium sp.  a hyacinth-orchid 

Drosera auriculata  Sundew 

Epacris impressa  Common Heath 

Eucalyptus sieberi  Silvertop Ash 

Gahnia sieberiana  Red-fruit Saw-sedge 

Gompholobium huegelii  Common Wedge-pea 

Hypoxis hygrometrica  Golden Weather-glass 

Lindsaea linearis  Screw fern 

Lomandra filiformis  Wattle Mat-rush 

Melaleuca squarrosa  Scented Paperbark 

Mitrasacme pilosa  Hairy Mitrewort 

Patersonia fragilis  Short Purple-flag 

P. glabrata  Leafy Purple-flag 

Pimelea humilis  Common Rice-flower 

P. linifolia  Slender Rice-flower 

Platysace heterophylla  Slender Platysace 

Prasophyllum elatum  Tall Leek-orchid 

Pteridium esculentum  Austral bracken 

Ricinocarpus pinifolius  Wedding Bush 

Scaevola ramosissima  Hairy Fan-flower 

Selaginella uliginosa  Swamp selaginella 

 Sowerbaea juncea  Rush Lily 

Sphaerolobium minus  Globe-pea 

Thelionema caespitosum Tufted Lily  

Tetratheca pilosa  Hairy Pink-bells 

Thelymitra ixioides  Spotted Sun-orchid 

Xanthorrhoea australis  Austral Grass-tree 

X. minor  Small Grass-tree 

X. resinosa  Spear Grass-tree 

Xanthosia xiphoclada  Woolly Xanthosia 

Fungus: 

Amanita ananiceps 

Laccocephalum mylittae  Native or Blackfellow’s Bread 

?Neolentinus dactyloides  Leathery Sawgill 

Pycnoporus coccineus  Scarlet Bracket Fungus 

Birds: 

Combined total from sites that the two groups visited: 

. Corringle gravel pit 

. Marlo aerodrome 

. Conran-Cabbage Tree/Old Coast Road junction 

. Gravel Road (grass tree plain stop) 

. Gravel Road (Pink Boronia stop) 

. Old Coast Road (Tall Leek-orchid stop) 

Swamp Harrier 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Galah 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 

Australian King Parrot 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Brush Cuckoo 

Laughing Kookaburra 



   Xanthorrhoea resinosa flowers opening              JW 

          Scarlet Honeyeater      KR          

Looking for Lizard Orchids   AB 
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Superb Lyrebird 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Little Wattlebird 

Red Wattlebird 

White-fronted Chat 

Scarlet Honeyeater 

Crescent Honeyeater 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Olive-backed Oriole 

Dusky Woodswallow 

Grey Butcherbird 

Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Fantail 

Australian Raven 

White-winged Chough 

Jacky Winter 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

Welcome Swallow 

Eastern Whipbird 

(42 species – amazing!!) 



                                       BUSHWALK -   EAST GIPPSLAND RAIL TRAIL west of NOWA NOWA 28/10/20 

             By Pauline Stewart 

 

Three intrepid bushwalkers went west on a 12 km return walk 

from Nowa Nowa to the Stony Creek trestle bridge on an 

overcast and showery day.    

Only about 100mt from the edge of town members came across 

an uplifting find of a stand of Green-comb Spider Orchids fully in 

flower and further along the track Tiger Orchids, Onion Orchids, 

a single Beard-orchid flower and a few more unidentified 

orchids.  An interesting find was a South African Weed Orchid 

Disa bracteata flowering in isolation.  This can be a highly 

invasive weed so in case it started to spread we ceremoniously 

uprooted it.  

 

There were many other flowering plants to be seen and we were 

kept entertained by bird song along the way. Stopping at the 

historic Stony Creek wooden railway trestle bridge we pondered its history as we ate our lunch in the rain.  After such a long 

COVID lockdown it was great to get out in the bush again regardless of the weather and Noel was thanked for leading us there.  
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    Green-comb spider Orchids  Caladenia parva           PS 

  South African Weed Orchid Disa bracteate   PS 

A railway line from Melbourne to Bairnsdale was opened 

1888 but it was not until 1916 that the 97km track from 

Bairnsdale to Orbost was opened to much fanfare. The 

railway line was constructed by the brutally hard work of 

navies using only pick and shovels and horses and carts. The 

route headed east from Bairnsdale  passed over the Mitchell 

River on a newly constructed bridge of rivetted plate girders 

on concrete piers, it continued through Lucknow and on to 

Nicholson. Here the line crossed the Nicholson River on a 

bridge built from the same materials as the Mitchell River 

bridge. The journey continued through Bumberrah and 

Bruthen, and eastwards through the Colquhoun forest.     

Approximately 5km west of Nowa Nowa a wooden trestle 

bridge had to be erected to span Stony Creek.   Built of red 

ironbark and grey box timber it was 247m long and 20m high 

and is a fine example of the early engineering skills that 

utilised the resources and materials found on site.  Still 

standing to this day it is the longest and highest remaining 

timber trestle bridge in Victoria. The last train crossed the 

bridge in 1988.  

           A History of the railway line from Bairnsdale to Orbost  
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        Workmen excavating a cutting along the route of the Bairnsdale to Orbost railway line         EGHS 

           The Stony Creek Trestle Bridge                                        EGHS 



  Other trestle bridges were built further east along the track 

with an impressive low-level causeway consisting of a series of 

timber and steel bridges over the Snowy River flats at Orbost. 

 The Bairnsdale-Orbost railway was used to transport timber 

out of Orbost as well as carrying passengers and bringing 

supplies to the towns and settlements along the route.  The 

railway helped to end the isolation of local forest communities 

of far East Gippsland. 

 

According to the East Gippsland Rail Trail brochure, ‘from 

various sidings, passengers caught a thrilling train ride into 

town.  Some rode up in the guard seat. Looking back, they 

could see the carriages snaking around bends and rattling over 

bridges “Not even a handrail, just a sheer drop and the whole 

train groaning and swaying and rushing.   More exciting than 

the Scenic Railway at Luna Park!”   Maisie Byrne 

 

D3 class, K class and sometimes N class locomotives were 

generally used on the line. In 1957, a change was made to 

diesel wherein T and Y class locomotives were in service. A rail 

motor which was used from 1924 – 1935, had the appearance 

of a motor bus on wheels.  

 

Although still serving the agriculture and timber industries the 

Orbost line was never a paying line and in 1924 rail motors 

replaced the passenger trains. The depression years 

brought about a great drop in the number of rail 

passengers and goods to Orbost and in 1935 passenger 

traffic ceased altogether despite appeals to retain the 

service.  

The Bairnsdale to Orbost railway closed in 1987. 

 

In recent years the alignment of the old Bairnsdale to 

Orbost railway line has become the East Gippsland Rail Trail 

and is a recreational trail and conservation reserve, 97Km 

in length with the construction of 58Km to Nowa Nowa 

from Bairnsdale completed in 2001 and to Newmerella in 

2006. 

 

Starting at Howitt Park, East Bairnsdale the Rail Trail travels 

east through Nicholson, Bruthen, Nowa Nowa and 

Newmerella to Orbost.  The Trail takes cyclists, horse riders 

and walkers across undulating grazing country, through 

forests and across broad rivers. The Trail can be done in 

sections as much or as little as manageable.  

Reference: 

•Forest Notes - Department of Sustainability and Environment 

•Marc Fiddian, 2011, Citizens, Cargo and Coal, A history of Gippsland      

Railway 

•Path Among the Years by John Adam 

•A thank you to the EGHS for allowing us to use photos from their 

collection. 

 

 

 

 

 Stony Creek trestle bridge west of Nowa Nowa as it 

is today         PS 

Small trestle bridge over Ironstone Creek east of Nowa Nowa    

              PS 
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       Bushwalkers on the East Gippsland Rail Trail east of Nowa Nowa         PS 

Red-bellied Black Snake seen beside the track       PS 

  Lunch time    PS 

A railway cutting showing erosion. The Rail Trail detoured     

on the ridge above it.             PS 

A King Parrot keeping an 

eye on the walkers      PS 

November’s Bushwalk  was 

a 14km walk along the Rail 

Trial east of Nowa Nowa. 


