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MEETINGS 

General meetings take place at:           

The Noweyung Centre, 

84 Goold Street,  Bairnsdale 

as per program at 7.30pm  sharp 

Committee meetings take place at:     

members homes as per    

program at 4.00pm  

 

 THE CLEMATIS 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information  

and opinions expressed in this newsletter  

rests with the author of the article. 

All articles for autumn Clematis must be  

sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st March 2018. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES  2016/17 

    Single membership    $30 

    Family membership    $45 

    Mid-year fee (new members only)  $15 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

1. To further the awareness and study of all  

 branches of natural history within the  

 East Gippsland community through field excursions,  

 regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and  

 publications. 

2. To observe and strengthen the laws for the  

  preservation and protection of indigenous flora,  

   fauna, habitat and important geological features. 

3. To promote the formation and preservation of      

  National and State Parks and Reserves. 

4. To collaborate with other groups and agencies  

 with similar environmental interest. 

 

LIBRARY INFORMATION    - ask a committee member 

If you would like to borrow a book. 

• Books are generally borrowed for one month  -   

 however you can write on the sign-out sheet if  

 you wish to have it longer. 

• Should any library materials need maintenance,  

 please make a committee member aware of same. 

• If you wish to recommend a book, this can  

 be done by writing a short recommendation  

 for the Clematis.  This information could be from our 

  library books or from other books  

 that you believe our library could look at purchasing. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each field trip 

to notify them of intention to participate. 

 

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled due to  

adverse weather conditions or  other unforeseen circumstances. 

 

Please take note of safety procedures in your  

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.  

‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’  booklet.  

This can be downloaded from our web site. 

 

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS 

1.  Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

2. Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and behind. 

3. When making a turn, give signal, and  stay at intersection 

 until following car has also turned. 

4. If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your car. 

 Other members will return to find you. 

5. The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist drivers and 

car pool passengers to share fuel costs. 

 

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS 

Walks vary in distance from 8 to 14 km. 

Easy:           Flat, good firm track.   
         
Moderately easy:          Mostly flat, track in good to fair  
   condition.   
Moderate:    May be undulating, track in good to fair 
   condition.          
Moderately Difficult:   May be some steep sections,  
    track may be rough  in places. 
Difficult:     May have long steep sections, track may be  

   non- existent at times. 

         

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not                                                                                                                        

included in the program. 

 

 

 

CONTACTS for Field Trips 

James Turner: 5155 1258  m. 0427 290838 

Noel Williamson 5152 1737 

Vicki Fraser:   m. 0417 586856 

Jen Wilkinson 0408 545 648 
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     PROGRAMME   January  to June  2018 

Date Activity Time Meeting Place Destination Subject/Rated Leader/Speaker 

JANUARY             

2nd week       
contact James 
for date 

Excursion  9.00am Bridge Club Marlo Plains Search for      
Cryptostylis 

James Turner 

FEBRUARY             

Sun 4th Junior           
excursion 

9.00am All Abilities Playground Blue Pools Swim and snorkel Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 8th Comm. Meeting 4.00pm Pat McPherson’s 
home 

      

Frid 16th General 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Gippsland Rain-
forests 

Mark Freestone 

Sun 18th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Nunniong area   James Turner 

Sun 25th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Lake Tyers area Easy Noel Williamson 

MARCH             

Sun 4th Junior          
excursion 

9.00am All Abilities Playground Blond Bay/Wattle 
Point 

Walk/swim at 
Storm Bay 

Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 8th Comm. meeting 4.00pm Pauline Stewart’s 
home 

      

Frid 16th General 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Invertebrate 
biodiversity 

Max Campbell 
VFN Club 

Sun 18th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Pettman’s Beach   Jen Wilkinson 

Sun 25th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Deptford area Moderate Noel Williams 

30,31st Junior         
Camp-out 

TBA   Clive Disher Park at 
Perry Bridge 

Joint Easter Camp 
with VFNC junior 
group 

Vicki Fraser 

APRIL             

01,02nd Junior Camp-
continues 

          

Thurs 12th Comm. meeting 4.00pm Jen Wilkinson’s home TBA     

Frid 20th Juniors meeting 
General 
meeting 

6.00pm 
7.30pm 

Noweyung Centre   Orchid pollina-
tion 

Mitch Smith 

Sun 22nd Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Buchan area   James Turner 

Sun 29th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Upper Hospital 
Creek Road from 
Buchan Rd 

Moderate Noel Williamson 

MAY             

Sun 6th Junior Group TBA       Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 19th Planning /
comm. meeting 

4.00pm Margaret Regan’s 
home 

      

Frid 18th General 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre     TBA 

Sun 20th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Fernbank/Limpyers 
Track to Stockdale 

  James Turner 

25,26,27,28 Bushwalk/camp
-out 

TBA Mallacoota     Noel Williamson 

JUNE             

Sun 3rd Junior Group TBA       Vicki Fraser 

Sun 17th Excursion TBA       James Turner 

Sun 24th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Hospital Creek Road 
from Mottle Rd   
intersection 

Moderate Noel Williamson 
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BAIRNSDALE & DISTRICT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 

Reg. No. A0006074C 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

for the year ending 30th June 2017 

 

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club for the financial year 2016-17. It has been a 
mixed year, one of quiet achievement; one of amazing growth in membership and one of great sadness with the loss of four much 
loved and respected members.   

Junior Field Naturalists Group 

Formed in March 2016 the junior group has been a-work-in-progress in its first year and as it has developed, processes have been es-
tablished and/or tweaked where required. It has had a highly successful year and is a real success story thanks to the passion, expertise 
and enthusiasm of Co-ordinator Vicki Fraser. 

At the start of the year it had a membership of 46 family members (juniors and their parents) and at 30th June this year the number had 
increased to 88.  

Given the phenomenal growth we plan to undertake a review in the New Year to see what further support and management structures 
are needed. This review will include parents and will seek feed back from the juniors as well. 

Next Field Guide 

Energised by the success of the Orchid Book the Club is now proceeding with a Field Guide to the Wildflowers of East Gippsland. Jen-
nifer Wilkinson and James Turner have been working behind the scenes on a comprehensive list of wildflower species. As this number is 
so extensive, it is anticipated that this field guide will take a few years to complete. 

Raising our profile 

The Facebook page that the Club asked Christine Bittner to set up and manage last year is now operational. Christine & Vicki Fraser 
contribute to it regularly and members are slowly getting used to the idea of sharing information and photos via this medium. Nonethe-
less, Christine tells me that it has become quite active  and DELWP Gippsland Facebook page mentions us in a lot of their posts which is 
fantastic. 

A big thank you to both Christine and Vicki. 

During the year, the Club held a display in the Mall for World Environment Day. 

At this event, we looked with envy at the banners that the other groups were displaying which led to a decision to invest in a set of our 
own banners to display at public events to raise our profile. The Club authorized Jennifer Wilkinson to use her great creative skills to 
develop these. 

In memoriam 

The Club was rocked by the sudden deaths of George Stewart and Lindsay Simmons in October within 2 days of each other. 

George was an inaugural member of the Club and served as Vice President (1978-1986), President (1986-1989), Publicity Officer (1977-
1981) and was a respected Life Member. 

Lindsay joined the Club in 1999 and embraced every aspect of our activities; meetings, bush walks, camp outs and excursions. Come 
rain or shine, Lindsay was always there. He also served as President for three years between 2002 and 2004. Barbara Mills was a cham-
pion of the plants, animals and birds of the Australian bush; and she brought this expertise to the Club between 1991 and 2008 where 
she was co-founder of our Fauna Survey Group and actively involved in the field trapping and identification of wildlife.  

Bette Newman just loved the East Gippsland bush and all that it offered and never missed an excursion. She joined the Club in 1997 and 
maintained her membership until 2016 long after she moved into care in Geelong to be closer to her family.  

The Club grieves the loss of these fine people and celebrates their contributions and achievements with their families and loved ones. 

And now the record of Club activities for the year. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Including the above mentioned juniors and their parents we have a current membership of 169 and increase of 60 new members this 
year. 

COMMITTEE/CO-ORDINATORS 

The Committee of four members and six ordinary members was elected and allocated portfolios at the AGM on 21st October 2016 and 
held nine scheduled committee meetings were held during the year. 
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President      Pat McPherson 

Vice President     Jennifer Wilkinson 

Secretary (Under the Act)    Pat McPherson 

Treasurer      Margaret Regan 

Botanic Group Co-ordinator   James Turner 

Bushwalking Group Co-ordinator   Noel Williamson 

Junior Group Co-ordinator   Vicki Fraser 

Newsletter Editor     Pauline Stewart 

Website Co-ordinator    Jennifer Wilkinson  

Facebook Manager    Christine Bittner 

Clerical Support/Club Enquiries   Fran Bright 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Six general meetings that were held during the year were preceded by a presentation by a guest speaker. It is the diversity of our 
guest speakers that contributes to one of our purposes ‘to further the awareness and study of natural history within the East Gipps-
land community’.  

The average attendance was 23 members and visitors who heard the following presentations: 

Don Love * Shipwrecks on the East Gippsland Coast 

Mitch Smith              Native bees of East Gippsland 

David Young Bairnsdale Field & Game -Macleod’s Morass and The Heart Morass 

Lucas Bluff Rarely seen birds in East Gippsland – Ground parrot and the Eastern bristle-
bird 

Leigh Roberts & Dennis Saxton* Bairnsdale Lapidary Club- Gemstones and fossils 

Robyn Grant              Mammal surveys north of Bairnsdale. 

*denotes that a presentation was made to the junior group beforehand. 

A big thank you to Andrew Bould for the informative articles and photographs he prepared for The News to promote our guest 
speakers. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Field excursions (seniors) 

Monthly field excursions were once again ably planned and led by James Turner with a little help from friends. 

We went to Nowa Nowa/Lake Tyers in July 2016 and joined with the Junior group for a rainforest walk on North Arm and Jemmy’s Point 
in August. 

Kath Tisdale, our member from the LaTrobe Valley took us around the Won Wron-Woodside area in September. James resumed duties 
in October and November with excursions to Raymond Creek Falls and Dargo via the Bullumwaal Road. 

2017 kicked off with the annual trip to Nunniong Plateau. This was followed in February to Tulloch Ard Forest and to Mt Elizabeth in 
March. The April was another joint excursion with the junior group – this time a highly successful and enjoyable boat trip to Sperm 
Whale Head. May saw us in the Orbost area and in June Margaret Regan led us through the wonderful Lonely Bay Walk. 

The botanical and avian findings on these excursions are documented in great detail in Margaret Regan’s scholarly reports in the Clema-
tis. Thank you Margaret and thank you James for another wonderful year of discovery. 

Field excursions (Junior group) 

In addition to the natural history focus, the junior group excursions include other experiences and activities including microscope work 
and they often end with a camp fire or BBQ. 

These were carefully planned and led by Vicki Fraser who was supported by junior’s parent/s and assisted by Andrew Bould and some-
times by other members of the senior group.  

The excursions this year covered a range of locations in East Gippsland: 

 Lakes Entrance in November with a walk from the Footbridge to the Entrance exploring coastal vegetation and some beach combing. 

Toorloo Arm in December at the Hospital Creek Quarry looking for 10-15 million year old marine fossils. 

Briagolong in February for a bush walk to Peregrines Lookout followed by a swim in Blue Pools. 
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Raymond Island in March for a walk with Robert Wright a local ’birdo’ extraordinaire to look at Landcare re-vegetation sites; to identify 
birds and to take a swim in the lake. 

In April there was the combined boat trip with the seniors to Steamer Landing and a walk across Rotamah Island to the Ninety Mile 
Beach. 

There was a ‘Liken lichen’ experience at Nowa Nowa in May with Simone Louwhoff, a lichen expert.   

Buchan Caves and Buchan Reserve in June for an adventure exploration of Wilson’s Cave and a Spring Creek fungi and bird walk.  

Camp out 

The camp out in December was based at the Omeo Caravan Park and took in Cobungra, Angler’s Rest and Oakley’s Track uplands. It is 
remembered for a serious incident when one of our members slipped and tumbled down a steep, heavily wooded rocky hill to the 
Cobungra River below. Thankfully no serious injuries were sustained but help and evacuation to Bairnsdale Hospital was delayed because 
the incident occurred out of phone range. Nonetheless the members handled everything superbly. 

A subsequent de-briefing session led to an investigation of the purchase of a satellite phone but the cost was prohibitive and storage/
access issues seemed insurmountable. Thankfully, our friend and member, Jim Reside has offered us the use of the Wildlife Unlimited 
satellite phone for future camp outs and we have gratefully accepted this generous offer and have put a management protocol together. 
A very big thank you to Jim – you are a star. 

This was also a good opportunity to revisit our Incident and Reporting Procedure and our Risk Indemnity Form both of which required 
amendment in light of this incident. 

Bush walks 

Bush walks were ably planned and led by Noel Williamson with the assistance of Pauline Stewart. Over the year we have been to the 
Chinese Diggings at Melwood, the Avon Channels at Stratford, the Nowa Nowa Rail Trail, Lee Creek at Cobbannah, Pettman’s Beach, Ray-
mond Island (this was led by a local and very good friend of the Field Nats. Robert Wright), Mitchell River National Park, Bullumwaal area, 
Mt Nowa Nowa and Providence Ponds. 

Thank you to both Noel and Pauline for your leadership and planning of these walks. 

Metallic Sun Orchid count 

This year forty six plants were identified at the Blond Bay Wildlife Reserve.  

 The Club has been monitoring these rare orchids annually since they were discovered by James Turner in 1990.  The two plots that were 
fenced in 1997 and 2005 have been breached by wombats in many places allowing entry to other grazing animals. In addition the sites 
have been invaded by much larger plants which are now dominant. 

THANKS 

I close this annual report by recording my thanks to the management of Noweyung for the continued use of their building for our general 
meetings. 

I thank our members for your support and contributions to the activities of the Club during the year. I especially want to thank and to 
express my deepest appreciation to the Executive and Co-ordinators who, year after year, keep us in business and keep our field work 
and activities relevant. 

 

Pat McPherson 

President 
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     McLOUGHLINS BEACH and MULLUNDUNG FOREST  -  17 September 2017 

               By Margaret Regan 

 

 

An enthusiastic group of Field Nats travelled to Sale, and then down the South Gippsland Hwy to Woodside, where we were met by Kath 
who then led us to the coast at McLoughlins Beach.  We parked at an area with a boat ramp leading into an inlet.  There was a long 
pedestrian bridge crossing the inlet and leading through saltmarsh and coastal vegetation and finally to the ocean to the 90 mile beach. 

The first area was coastal saltmarsh, and an obvious plant was Coast Saltbush (Atriplex cinerea), a dense shrub to 2m with silvery succulent 
ovate leaves, and large clusters of either male or female brown flowers.  Other salt tolerant plants were the grasses Coast or Blue Tussock-
grass (Poa poiformis); and Australian Salt-grass (Distichlis distichophylla), a perennial grass with long creeping rhizomes; and Coarse Twine-
rush (Apodasmia brownii) which has unbranched stems with striped sheathing leaves and tassels of brown male or female flowers.  Three 
members of the succulent Pigface family Aizoaceae were magenta Karkalla (Carpobrotus rossii) with thick triangular leaves; pink Rounded 
Noon-flower (Disphyma crassifolium), with smaller cylindrical leaves; and yellow Bower Spinach (Tetragonia implexicoma) with bright 
green diamond-shaped leaves.  The fruits and leaves of many of the native species of the Aizoaceae were a source of Aboriginal food, 
either raw or steamed.  Another plant with succulent leaves was Seaberry Saltbush (Rhagodia candolleana) which has red berries much 
loved by Crimson Rosellas.  In the parsley family Apiaceae was the prostrate herb Sea Celery (Apium prostratum) with tiny white flowers 

and dissected leaves, the stems of which were eaten by the Aborigines. 

As we moved closer to the ocean we were in coastal sand dune vegetation.  Here we saw the 
small trees or shrubs Coast Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) whose leaves mostly have entire 
margins; the two wattles, Coast Wattle (Acacia sophorae) with broad blunt phyllodes and 
flower heads in spikes; and Hedge Wattle (A. paradoxa)  which is armed with fine thorns, and 
has wavy-edged small leaves and single stalked globular flower heads; and white Coast Teatree 
(Leptospermum laevigatum).  Three heaths (family Epacridaceae) were white Coast Beard-
heath (Leucopogon parviflorus) with bearded flowers and white edible fruits; the much smaller 
white Common Beard-heath (L. virgatus); and white Prickly Broom-heath (Monotoca scoparia) 
with a one-seeded ovary and pale yellow fruit.  Other shrubs were Silky Guinea-flower 
(Hibbertia sericea) which has leaves that are hairy on both surfaces; the pea Showy Bossiaea 
(Bossiaea cinerea); and Hazel Pomaderris (Pomaderris aspera).  Climbing over the shrubbery 
was the white climber Small-leaved Clematis (Clematis microphylla); and the tiny delicate blue 
Love Creeper (Comesperma volubile).  A small herbaceous plant was the yellow daisy Variable 
Groundsel (Senecio pinnatifolius) whose flower heads have 8-14 ray florets.   

There were, of course, orchids.  Greenhoods, all of which have solitary flowers, were Trim 
Greenhood (Pterostylis concinna); Maroonhood (P. pedunculata); Dwarf Greenhood (P. nana); 
and Blunt Greenhood (P. curta).  We saw the leaves of Red Beaks (Pyrorchis nigricans); and the 
finished flowers of Large Mosquito-orchid (Acianthus exsertus).  Others in bloom were Gnat 
Orchid (Cyrtostylis reniformis); and the glorious Brown-clubbed Greencomb Spider-orchid 
(Caladenia parva).   

 

Audrey  Van den Berg  walking through  
the coastal saltmarsh  to  McLoughlins 
Beach             Photos: Pauline Stewart 

Coast Beard-heath  (Leucopogon parviflorus)  

Photo: Fran Bright 
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Two fungi, we often see, were Orange Bracket Fungus (Pycnoporus coccineus) which are bright-coloured semicircular brackets decaying 
fallen branches; and what we locally call Pizza Caps (Amanita xanthocephala), whose more well known common name is Vermilion 
Grisette.  Its gilled fruiting body has an orangey cap dotted with the yellowish remains of the veil.  The gills and stalk are cream. 

After lunch we strolled along the boardwalk over 
mangroves and saltmarsh bordering the inlet.  White 
Mangrove (Avicennia marina) is a slow growing dense 
shrub to 4m.  It has shiny dark green leathery ovate 
leaves and clusters of scented tubular 2-lipped cream 
flowers.  It is found on coastal mudflats which are 
flooded twice daily, but protected from wave action.  
As it grows in low oxygen mud, it produces aerial roots 
to absorb oxygen from the air.  Other plants seen from 
the boardwalk were both saltbushes.  They are 
Shrubby Glasswort (Tecticornia arbuscula), a shrub to 
2m with succulent segmented green or red stems; and 
Beaded Glasswort or Samphire (Salicornia 
quinqueflora), a tiny shrub with similar succulent 
cylindrical segments.  The tiny flowers of both these 
species are embedded in the stem of the plant with 
only the yellow anthers or white stigmas protruding 
from fleshy perianth segments.  Beaded Glasswort or 
Samphire has male and female flowers on different  

plants.  Samphire is commonly eaten in Europe, and is 
becoming popular in Australia with Snowy River Station cultivating it in the saltmarsh along the Snowy River at Corringle. 

From the beach we travelled back on the Hwy towards Sale to the Mullundung State Forest and 1km up Joyces Road.  This was a dry 
open forest with little understorey.  One of the overhead trees was Yellow Stringybark (Eucalyptus muellerana) which was extensively cut 
in the forest.  A mill was set up in 1910, and a steel tramline was laid to Port Albert and by mid-1911, 40 tonnes of timber were 
transported each day.  The timber was used for railway sleepers, jetties, blocks for tramways and street paving.  Bullock teams were used 
to drag the timber to railway sidings.  We saw some of the remains of this industry when Kath took us to visit the adjoining Won Wron 
State Forest last September.  Yellow Stringybark has asymmetric leaves which are often greener than those of other stringybarks, and 
buds in a cluster of 6-12.  The other main overhead tree was Messmate (E. obliqua).  Here there were lots of Kath’s favourite flowers.     

Greenhoods were again Trim Greenhood; Nodding Greenhood (P. nutans); and Tall Greenhood (P. melagramma) with a labellum with a 
dark central stripe.  Fingers were Dusky Fingers (Caladenia fuscata) whose single flower has tepals which are brownish outside, and the 
labellum sides are forward-pointing; Pink Fingers (C. carnea) whose column and labellum have prominent red bars; and White Fingers (C. 
catenata) with a labellum with an orange tip.  There were also the two of the orchids with tiny flowers – again Large Mosquito-orchid 
and Mayfly Orchid (Acianthus caudatus).  Like Large Mosquito-orchid, Mayfly Orchid also has a single heart-shaped leaf, dark green 
above and purple beneath.  It has up to 9 reddish-brown flowers with long skinny sepals up to 40 mm long. 

Thanks to Kath for taking us to new areas, especially saltmarsh, which we rarely see.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Reference: 

Ellis, Mary & Norden, Lorraine (2015).  A Field Guide to Coastal Saltmarsh Plants in Victoria.   

 

White Mangroves and saltmarsh bordering the inlet          Photo: Fran Bright 

 Dusky Fingers (Caladenia fuscata)  Photo: Dianne Weir 

Mayfly Orchid (Acianthus caudatus) 

 Photo: Dianne Weir 
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Plants:   Pterostylis concinna Trim Greenhood 

Acacia paradoxa Hedge Wattle P. curta Blunt Greenhood 

A. sophorae Coast Wattle P. melagramma Tall Greenhood 

Acianthus caudatus Mayfly Orchid P. nana Dwarf Greenhood 

A. exsertus Large Mosquito-orchid P. nutans Nodding Greenhood 

Apium prostratum Sea Celery P. pedunculata Maroonhood 

Apodasmia brownii Coarse Twin-rush Pyrorchis nigricans Red Beaks 

Atriplex cinerea Coast Saltbush Rhagodia candolleana Seaberry Saltbush 

Avicennia marina White Mangrove Salicornia quinqueflora Beaded Glasswort or Samphire 

Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia Senecio pinnatifolius Variable Groundsel 

Bossiaea cinerea Showy Bossiaea Tecticornia arbuscula Shrubby Glasswort 

Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers Tetragonia implexicoma Bower Spinach 

C. catenata White Fingers     

C. fuscata Dusky Fingers Birds:   

C. parva Brown-clubbed Greencomb 
Spider-orchid 

Little Pied Cormorant Large Black or Great Cormo-
rant 

Carpobrotus rossii Karkalla Australasian Grebe Intermediate Egret 

Clematis microphylla Small-leaved Clematis Sacred or White Ibis Silver Gull 

Comesperma volubile Love Creeper Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo Pallid Cuckoo 

Cyrtostylis reniformis Gnat Orchid Superb Fairy-wren Striated Pardalote 

Disphyma crassifolium Rounded Noon-flower Brown Thornbill New Holland Honeyeater 

Distichlis distichophylla Australian Salt-grass Yellow-faced Honeyeater Red Wattlebird 

Eucalyptus muellerana Yellow Stringybark Grey Shrike-thrush Grey Fantail 

E. obliqua Messmate Welcome Swallow Richard’s Pipit 

Hibbertia sericea Silky Guinea-flower Silvereye   

Leptospermum laevigatum Coast Teatree     

Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard-heath Fungi:   

L. virgatus Common Beard-heath Amanita xanthocephala Pizza Caps or Vermilion Gri-
sette 

Monotoca scoparia Prickly Broom-heath Pycnoporus coccineus Orange Bracket Fungus 

Poa poiformis Coast or Blue Tussock-grass     

Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris     
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   METALLIC SUN-ORCHID COUNT AT BLOND BAY      -        30 September 2017 

              By Margaret Regan 

We headed to Blond Bay Wildlife (or is it State Game?) Reserve to do our annual count of the rare Metallic Sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
epipactoides).  The Metallic Sun-orchid was discovered in this reserve by James Turner in 1990.  It is one of the largest orchids found in 
Victoria.  It can grow to 50cm with a long strappy leathery bluish-green leaf.  There can be up to 20 flowers on the stem, in colours of 
bronze, pink, green or reddish, with a metallic lustre.  Flowers can be up to 40mm across.  The orchid is extinct in NSW, endangered in 
SA and threatened in Victoria.  In Victoria, it mostly grows in coastal areas, although there are a few inland mallee sites.  Much of its 
habitat has been destroyed for agriculture, but it is also threatened by weeds (including natives such as Burgan) and grazing animals, 
both native and feral.  

 

Two enclosures (one within the other) were especially built to try and protect the orchids from grazing animals.  In 1997, the first well-
fenced enclosure was built around the greatest concentration of the orchids.  A larger enclosure was added to the original one in 
2005, but unfortunately the fencing wasn’t as secure, and it has been breached in some places, presumably by wombats.  This has 
allowed entry to other animals such as rabbits, deer and macropods, all of which are also grazers.  Other plants have also invaded over 
the years, and to reduce this competition, the area within the enclosures has been burn in 1996, 1997, 2000, 2004, 2013 and autumn 
2017.   

Our counts of the orchids in the past are 2005 – 261, 2006 – 17, 2007 – 136, 2008 – 20, 2009 – 23, 2011 – 35, 2012 – 60, 2014 – 99, 
2015 – 82, and 2016 – 46.   

 

It was a very cold day with some early showers.  The autumn burn has greatly reduced the cover of other plants, and there had also 
been some slashing of Burgan (Kunzea ericoides) within the enclosures.  Burgan is becoming a native weed in the reserve.  The sparse 
cover made searching for orchid plants relatively easy.  However, the combination of very low rainfall, severe frosts and grazing 
resulted in us finding the smallest number seen since our counts began.  We found wombat, macropod and deer scats within the 
larger enclosure.  Swinging wombat gates have been placed in the fence, presumably to keep rabbits, macropods and deer out.  
Wombats are difficult to deter (bulldozers of the bush!!).  One of the wombat gates had been ripped from the fence and deposited 
within the large enclosure.  It was thought this damage may have been caused by a deer.  The plants of the Metallic Sun-orchid found 
in the small, better-fenced enclosure were 8 leaves, 1 leaf with a flower bud, 1 aborted flower and 1 finished flower.  Three damaged 
leaves were found outside the enclosures, so 14 plants in all were seen.  Other plants flowering were the small shrubs Creamy Candles 
(Stackhousia monogyna); the red pea Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata); and cream Common Rice-flower (Pimelea humilis). 

 

We then moved on to Tussock Swamp which is also being invaded by Burgan.  There was also lots of the strappy Spiny-headed Mat-
rush (Lomandra longifolia).  On the track side with no competition, we found the tiny rare Dwarf Kerrawang (Commersonia prostrata), 
a prostrate mat-forming shrub with ovate leaves with crenate (rounded teeth) margins.  There was again Running Postman, but also 
Bundled Guinea-flower (Hibbertia fasciculata) whose leaves are arranged in clusters; and two heathy shrubs (family Epacridaceae), a 
pink Common Heath (Epacris impressa); and white Pink Beard-heath (Leucopogon ericoides) whose flowers have bearded petals.  The 
buds of Pink Beard-heath are pink! Another plant was the sedge Zig-zag Bog-rush (Schoenus brevifolius) where the stalk of the 
flowering spikelet is zig-zagged.  The upright broad leaves of Large Tongue-orchid (Cryptostylis subulata) were also found. 

 

Just past the swamp in an area with Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis) we saw again Common Heath, which this time was white, 
Pink Beard-heath and Bundled Guinea-flower.  There were two new guinea-flowers – Twiggy Guinea-flower (Hibbertia virgata) whose 
narrow leaves and stems have crinkly hairs and the 10-12 stamens (male bits) surround the carpels (female bits) in the flowers; and 
Silky Guinea-flower (H. sericea) which has wider leaves with the lower surface densely covered with silky hairs.  Other new plants were 
Spike Wattle (Acacia oxycedrus) with pointed leaves and bright yellow spikes of flower heads; Hairy Pink-bells (Tetratheca pilosa) 
whose hanging flowers have 4 petals and 8 stamens forming a tube around the carpel; white Common Beard-heath (Leucopogon 
virgatus); and yellow Showy Bossiaea (Bossiaea cinerea), a shrub to 1.5m with arrow-shaped pointed leaves.  Bright green Thick Twig-
rush (Caustis pentandra) was a scrambling sedge.  The specific name derives from the Greek and refers to the five stamens in the 
flower.  This was also an area with the gorgeous Austral Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) whose skirt of dense hanging shimmering 
extremely long narrow leaves reminds one of a hula girl.  James was thrilled to find the rare Oval-leaved Pseudanthus (Pseudanthus 
ovalifolius) flowering.  This small shrub has oval leaves and cream separate male and female flowers. 

On Storm Point Fire Break, again with Black Sheoak, there were lots of Silky Guinea-flower in bloom; and some yellow and white 
Button Everlasting (Coronidium scorpioides).  Orchids were Trim Greenhood (Pterostylis concinna); and we saw the leaves of Red Beaks 
(Pyrorchis nigricans).  The leaves are large, leathery and ground-hugging.  Red Beaks needs the stimulation of fire to flower.  It is some 
years since this area has been burnt.  There was also the tiny Austral adders-tongue (Ophioglossum lusitanicum).  This plant is in a 
primitive family of ferns.  These plants have separate single sterile and fertile parts on the same stem.  There is a fleshy undivided 
sterile ‘leaf’, and a long-stalked fertile spike with pairs of embedded spore-bearing sporangia.  The total height of the plant, with the 
spike, is up to 15mm! 

 

Thank you once again, James.      
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Bundled Guinea – flower (Hibbertia fasciculata) 

Photo by Dianne Weir 

Oval-leaved Pseudanthus (Pseudanthus ovalifolius)  

Photo by  Dianne Weir 

Acacia oxycedrus Spike Wattle Ophioglossum lusitanicum Austral adder’s-tongue 

Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 

Bossiaea cinerea Showy Bossiaea Pseudanthus ovalifolius Oval-leaved Pseudanthus 

Caustis pentandra Thick Twig-rush Pterostylis concinna Trim Greenhood 

Commersonia prostrata Dwarf Kerrawang Pyrorchis nigricans Red Beaks 

Coronidium scorpioides Button Everlasting Schoenus brevifolius Zig-zag Bog-rush 

Cryptostylis subulata Large Tongue-orchid Stackhousia monogyna Creamy Candles 

Epacris impressa Common Heath Tetratheca pilosa Hairy Pink-bells 

Hibbertia fasciculata Bundled Guinea-flower Thelymitra epipactoides Metallic Sun-orchid 

H. sericea Silky Guinea-flower Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree 

H. virgata Twiggy Guinea-flower     

Kennedia prostrata Running Postman Birds:   

Kunzea ericoides Burgan Australian Pelican Superb Fairy-wren 

Leucopogon ericoides Pink Beard-heath Crimson Rosella Golden Whistler 

L. virgatus Common Beard-heath     

Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush     
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                  FERNBANK and SAPLINGS MORASS      -      22 October 2017 

              By Margaret Regan 

 

We started our day at the Buntine’s Lane, Lindenow South, railway reserve.  Because the rainfall had been so low, most of the annual plants 
were small.  The Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra) was completely dried.  So much for common names – Kangaroo Grass also grows in 
Africa, Asia and New Guinea!!  As we discovered at almost every site we visited over the day, the area is being invaded by the large shrub 
Burgan (Kunzea ericoides).  It is becoming a serious weed, and is out competing and shading out most of the other plants.                              

Our favourite flowers were the orchids Purple Diuris (Diuris punctata), of which 
there were many, and Blotched Diuris (D. sp.aff. dendrobioides).  Purple Diuris was 
once found across Victoria, but is now rare.  It has pale to deep purple flowers 
with yellow at the base of the labellum and very long lateral sepals (to 90mm) 
trailing below.  The petals are held erect, so the common name for species of the 
genus Diuris is donkey orchids!!  Blotched Diuris is also rare and is confined to the 
Gippsland Plains near Bairnsdale.  The flowers are smaller, paler and mostly 
blotched.  There were also a few plants of yellow and brown Tiger Orchid (Diuris 
sulphurea).  A small overhead tree was Black Sheoak (Allocasuarina littoralis) 
whose branchlets are dark green, straight and fine, and resemble pine needles.  
Much of the ground flora was strappy Spiny-headed Mat-rush (Lomandra 
longifolia) whose separate male and female inflorescences have spiny bracts; and 
Thatch Saw-sedge (Gahnia radula) which is much finer and the dark brown 
inflorescence droops to one side; but there was also the smaller Wattle Mat-rush 
(L. filiformis) with bright yellow flowers.  Lilies were mauve Chocolate Lily 
(Arthropodium strictum) whose flowers are chocolate-scented; and Milkmaids 
(Burchardia umbellata) where the white-petalled flowers have a central pink 
ovary.  Daisies were yellow Common Everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum) 
whose stems and branches are cottony; yellow and white single-flowered Button 
Everlasting (Coronidium scorpioides); tiny bright yellow single-flowered Scaly 
Buttons (Leptorhynchos squamatus); yellow Cottony Fireweed (Senecio 
quadridentatus) whose foliage is densely white-cobwebby; and tiny yellow 
Common Sunray (Triptilodiscus pygmaeus) where the florets are curved outwards.   

 

Other small plants were the yellow and reddish Smooth Parrot-pea (Dillwynia 
glaberrima) which like all parrot-peas, has a standard petal which is wider than 
long, giving the flower a winged appearance; cream Common Rice-flower (Pimelea 
humilis); cream and yellow Thyme Spurge (Phyllanthus hirtellus) whose leaves 
have bristly hairs; the climber Common Apple-berry (Billardiera scandens) which 
has yellow tubular hanging flowers and later long green berries; and a pale pink 

Grass Trigger-plant (Stylidium graminifolium).  Grass Trigger-plant has an amazing pollination mechanism.  The stamen (producing the male 
pollen) and the style with stigma (the female receptive organ), are fused together to form the ‘trigger’.  The ‘trigger’ is held to one side and 
down from the flower.  When an insect lands on the flower, the ‘trigger’ is released, flies up and deposits pollen on its back, or the stigma 
receives pollen from the insect’s back, depending on which part of the trigger is receptive at that particular time.   There were also some 
much reduced fronds of Rock fern (Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia); and the rare Austral moonwort (Botrychium australe) which is in the same 
family of primitive ferns (Ophioglossaceae) as the tiny Austral adder’s-tongue, that we saw last week at Blond Bay.  Bright green Austral 
moonwort is also called Parsley fern, as its sterile frond is much divided and resembles the leaf of parsley.  There was many burrow diggings, 
which we presumed were made by either Swamp Rat or Bush Rat.  In a normal rainfall year the railway reserves can be quite damp being 
low lying. 

 

We then moved on to Saplings Morass Flora and Fauna Reserve on Cowells Lane, Lindenow South.  This is edged by a Grassy Woodland of 
Gippsland Forest Red Gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana).  An Eastern Grey Kangaroo was seen among the trees.  On a horizontal 
branch of a tree was the mud nest of probably a Magpie-lark, also called a Mudlark or Peewee.  The pretty little blue climber Love Creeper 
(Comesperma volubile) was scrambling up plants in the ground layer.  Another herb in the same area was Native Flax (Linum marginale) 
which has narrow bluish leaves and flowers with blue petals and white anthers.  In the open area of the morass, which in a normal year 
would be wet, the main plant was Common or Pithy Sword-sedge (Lepidosperma longitudinale) which is a clumping perennial with biconvex 
pithy stems (to 200cm), with an elongated inflorescence with numerous spikelets (group of flowers).  The leaves are almost as long and 
pointed.  Other plants also in the sedge family (Cyperaceae) were Thatch Saw-sedge (Gahnia radula) which has a long brown inflorescence 
that droops to one side; and Pale Twig-rush (Baumea acuta) (to 35cm) with flat stems and few flowers in the inflorescence.  A family that 
looks similar to the sedges is Restionaceae, but here the leaves are reduced to scales on the long stems.  Two plants in this family were 
Common or Erect Scale-rush (Lepyrodia muelleri) whose stems were purple brown; and Slender Twine-rush (Leptocarpus tenax) where the 
leaves are reduced to brown sheathing scales on upright green stems.   

 

We found the rare daisy yellow Swamp Everlasting (Xerochrysum palustre), a perennial herb to 100cm with lance-shaped stalkless leaves 

Purple Diuris (Diuris punctata)  Photo: Dianne Weir 
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which partially encircle the stems.  Other daisies were the tall woolly herbaceous yellow Common Cudweed (Euchiton involucratus); the 
naturalised Purple Cudweed (Gamochaeta purpurea) which is native to the Americas; and yellow Common Fireweed (Senecio glomeratus).  
Common Cudweed and Common Fireweed are native, not weeds!!  Another rare find was mauve Forest Mint (Mentha laxiflora) which 
sprawled over the ground, and whose leaves produced the most delicious spearmint scent when crushed.  Other small plants amongst the 
sedges were white Water Woodruff (Asperula subsimplex) with linear leaves in whorls of 4, and separate male and female flowers; and a 
buttercup (Ranunculus sp.). 

 

Our next stop was further along the railway line along the Fernbank – Lindenow South Road we stopped at the site protected for the rare 
Gaping Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum correctum).  Black Sheoak had been removed from the site in the past, to prevent competition with the 
orchid.  Unfortunately we found only two specimens of this orchid.  The Gaping Leek-orchid has a single green round slender leaf with a 
purple base.  The slender flower stalk (to 40cm) can have up to 20 yellowish or pinkish-green open flowers.  This species flowers well after 
fire, but flowering declines in the following years as competition with other plants increases.  The reserve however was a delightful garden 
of pretty flowers.  Again we saw in bloom Common and Button Everlastings, Tiger Orchid, Common Rice-flower, Chocolate Lily, and 
Milkmaids.  A new daisy was yellow Swamp Billy-buttons (Craspedia paludicola) which has basal leaves with tall (to 75cm) flowering stalks 
bearing a round inflorescence with up to 3000 florets.  New lilies were yellow Bulbine Lily (Bulbine bulbosa), a tufted perennial to 50cm, 
whose flowers have bunched stamens with bearded filaments; and the small delicate Black-anther Flax-lily (Dianella revoluta) where the 
margins of the long strappy leaves are turned under.  There was also a bluebell (Wahlenbergia sp.).  A Skipper butterfly was seen.  
Skippers are small to medium butterflies with a long stout abdomen and the wings are usually drab-brown or orange.   

 

Further west along the road we stopped near a blue-painted stump.  Here was again Grass Triggerplant, white Common Heath (Epacris 
impressa), which apparently is always white when growing on sand; but also the shrubs, white Prickly Teatree (Leptospermum 
continentale) with narrow pointed (ouch!) leaves; and Prickly Geebung (Persoonia juniperina) with green fruits, which when ripe are 
edible.  Of great interest was the discovery, on a leaf of the Prickly Geebung, of a pair of wasps mating end to end.  They were black with 
shiny blue wings. 

 

Further west again was Common Heath, Prickly Teatree and Tiger Orchid.  New plants were the shrubs Silver Banksia (Banksia marginata) 
whose leaves have blunt ends; lemon-flowered Rough-bark Honey-myrtle (Melaleuca parvistaminea) whose leaves have prominent oil 
glands on their lower surface; red and green Common Correa (Correa reflexa), no doubt so-called because the ends of the petals are 
curved backwards; and the lovely white Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpus pinifolius).  Wedding Bush flowers are borne in terminal clusters, 
usually 1 female with 3-6 males.  The male flowers open first, presumably to try and prevent self-pollination.  Other pretty shrubs were 
Woolly Grevillea (Grevillea lanigera) with greenish-grey hairy stems and leaves, and cream and pink flowers; and Hairy Pink-bells 
(Tetratheca pilosa).  A tiny sedge-like plant was Hairy Centrolepis (Centrolepis strigosa) with very small unisexual flowers in a condensed 
inflorescence.  There was a new orchid, the blue Spotted Sun-orchid (Thelymitra ixioides) which usually has darker blue spots on its tepals. 

 

At Fernbank the Recreation Reserve, which 
happily, looks as if it is unused for recreation, 
was home to its usual hundreds of Purple Diuris.  
The dry season meant they were quite small.  
We also saw Chocolate Lily and Common Apple-
berry.  New plants were finished Lowland 
Golden Moths (Diuris chryseopsis); and two new 
lilies, Yellow Rush Lily (Tricoryne elatior), a 
slender herb with wiry branches and few 
flowers with bearded stamen stalks; and pink 
Slender Wire-lily (Laxmannia gracilis) whose 
flowers are in a cluster of up to 17, on a stalk to 
15cm. 

 

From Fernbank we drove along the gravel 
Sinclairs Road, which runs along the railway line 
on the north side.  We stopped at a furrowed 
track between the forest and a Blue Gum 
plantation.  Two major trees were Saw Banksia 
(Banksia serrata) which in older age has 
amazing gnarled rough-barked trunks; and 
Yertchuk or Prickly Stringybark (Eucalyptus 
consideniana) whose bark is prickly when lightly 
touched.  Much of the understorey was Austral 
bracken (Pteridium esculentum), which because 
it is ubiquitous and doesn’t have pretty flowers 
and is rarely fertile, tends to be ignored.  There 

               Purple Diuris  at the Fernbank Recreation Reserve                                                         

 Photo: James Turner 
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was a large patch of the tall shrub Crimson Bottlebrush (Callistemon 
citrinus) which was just coming into bloom.  It is the floral emblem of 
the East Gippsland Shire.  Other shrubs in the same family Myrtaceae 
were Rough-barked Honey-myrtle; and pink Silky or Heath Teatree 
(Leptospermum myrsinoides) whose leaves have incurved margins and 
there are silky hairs on the base of the calyx tube.  There was also the 
herb Blue Dampiera (Dampiera stricta) whose petals have rusty hairs 
beneath.  Very sharp eyes found a Purplish Beard-orchid (Calochilus 
robertsonii) whose sepals and petals are green with reddish stripes and 
whose extraordinary labellum is covered with long purplish-bronze 
hairs.  There was a tiny dam behind the Crimson Bottlebrush, and in the 
damp edge was tiny prostrate mauve Matted Pratia (Lobelia 
pedunculata) which has almost round leaves and very short-stemmed 
regular flowers. Someone overturned a pile of poo to discover ??
possibly dung beetles beneath.  Australia has more than 500 species of 

native dung beetles and 23 species have been introduced from 
Hawaii, Africa and southern Europe.  Dung beetles serve a 
number of important ecological functions, including soil aeration 
and nutrient transfer, as well as breaking down the dung and so 
preventing flies from breeding in it.  Both the adult and larval can 
feed on dung.  They break down a dung pad by burying the dung 
underground for breeding.  Most native dung beetles process 
marsupial dung (from kangaroos and wallabies) and they can’t 
process the wetter dung of domestic farm animals, hence the 
introduction of non-native dung beetles to cope with the dung of 
farm animals. 

 

A little further west along the road, again under Saw Banksia still, 
were the small shrubs Pink Beard-heath (Leucopogon ericoides) which has tubular flowers with bearded mouths; and Bundled Guinea-
flower (Hibbertia fasciculata) where the leaves are in clusters.  There was also the bright green sedge Thick Twist-rush (Caustis pentandra); 
the tiny White Marianth (Rhytidosporum procumbens) with white starry flowers; and Spotted Sun-orchid.  A Black Wallaby was disturbed 
and a Red-bellied Black Snake was avoided!! 

Thanks to Jen for leading the excursion, with James’ assistance, and to John for the bird list.  

Purplish Beard Orchid (Calochilus robertsonii)                           

Photo: Dianne Weir 

         Dung Beetles     Photo: Dianne Laws 

Plants:   Melaleuca parvistaminea Rough-bark Honey-myrtle 

Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak Mentha laxiflora Forest Mint 

Arthropodium strictum Chocolate Lily Persoonia juniperina Prickly Geebung 

Asperula subsimplex Water Woodruff Phyllanthus hirtellus Thyme Spurge 

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 

B. serrata Saw Banksia Prasophyllum correctum Gaping Leek-orchid 

Baumea acuta Pale Twig-rush Lobelia pedunculata Matted Pratia 

Billardiera scandens Common Apple-berry Pteridium esculentum Austral bracken 

Botrychium australe Austral moonwort Ranunculus sp. a buttercup 

Bulbine bulbosa Bulbine Lily Rhytidospermum procumbens White Marianth 
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Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Ricinocarpus pinifolius Wedding Bush 

Callistemon citrinus Crimson Bottlebrush Senecio glomeratus Common Fireweed 

Calochilus robertsonii Purplish Beard-orchid S. quadridentatus Cottony Fireweed 

Caustis pentandra Thick Twist-rush Stylidium graminifolium Grass Triggerplant 

Centrolepis strigosa Hairy Centrolepis Tetratheca pilosa Hairy Pink-bells 

Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Rock fern Thelymitra ixioides Spotted Sun-orchid 

Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 

Comesperma volubile Love Creeper Tricoryne elatior Yellow Rush Lily 

Coronidium scorpioides Button Everlasting Tripdilodiscus pygmaeus Common Sunray 

Correa reflexa Common Correa Wahlenbergia sp. a bluebell 

Craspedia paludicola Swamp Billy-buttons Xerochrysum palustre Swamp Everlasting 

Dampiera stricta Blue Dampiera     

Dianella revoluta Black-anther Flax-lily Birds:   

Dillwynia glaberrima Smooth Parrot-pea Pied Cormorant Australian Wood Duck 

Diuris chryseopsis Lowland Golden Moths Purple Swamphen Straw-necked Ibis 

D. punctata Purple Diuris Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Rainbow Lorikeet 

D. sp.aff. dendrobioides Blotched Diuris Crimson Rosella Eastern Rosella 

D. sulphurea Tiger Orchid Fan-tailed Cuckoo Laughing Kookaburra 

Epacris impressa Common Heath Superb Fairy-wren Striated Pardalote 

Eucalyptus consideniana Yertchuk or Prickly 
Stringybark 

Spotted Pardalote Brown Thornbill 

E. tereticornis subsp. medi-
ana 

Gippsland Forest Red Gum Yellow-rumped Thornbill Red Wattlebird 

Euchiton involucratus Common Cudweed Little Wattlebird Noisy Miner 

Gamochaeta purpurea Purple Cudweed Yellow-faced Honeyeater Eastern Spinebill 

Grevillea lanigera Woolly Grevillea Eastern Yellow Robin Jacky Winter 

Hibbertia fasciculata Bundled Guinea-flower Grey Shrike-thrush Golden Whistler 

Kunzea ericoides Burgan Rufous Whistler Magpie-lark 

Laxmannia gracilis Slender Wire-lily Grey Fantail Olive-backed Oriole 

Lepidosperma longitudinale Common or Pithy Saw-sedge Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Grey Butcherbird 

Leptocarpus tenax Slender Twine-rush Australian Raven Australian Magpie 

Leptorhynchos squamatus Scaly Buttons     

Leptospermum continentale Prickly Teatree Other animals:   

L. myrsinoides Silky or Heath Teatree Black Wallaby ??Dung Beetles 

Leucopogon ericoides Pink Beard-heath Red-bellied Black Snake   

Linum marginale Native Flax     

Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush     

L. longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush     
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      STRATHFIELDSAYE  -  19 November 2017 

              By Margaret Regan 
                            

 

Strathfieldsaye is located at Perry Bridge, off the Bengworden Road between Sale and Bairnsdale.  The grazing property was first settled 
in the 1840s by William Odell Raymond.  The origin of the name of the property is believed to have come from the Raymonds.  
Apparently the father of William Raymond sailed with the Duke of Wellington, and his home was called Strathfieldsaye.  After the death 
of William Raymond, the property changed hands several times, eventually being purchased by the Disher family in 1869.  The Dishers 
held the property for 107 years.  In 1976 Dr Clive Disher bequeathed the Strathfieldsaye Institute to the University of Melbourne.  Over 
the years the huge Strathfieldsaye run (about 26,000 hectares) had been subdivided and sold off, so that by 1976, the land was 2100 
hectares.  Dr Disher hoped that the property would be used for research into improving farming practices to be sustainable, and 
monitoring and maintaining the areas which had not been grazed, and had conservation values, of which there were several different 
ecological vegetation classes. 

In 2003 the property was taken over by the 
Australian Landscape Trust.  Strathfieldsaye 
is also heritage listed, and is regarded as 
having the longest continuous occupation of 
a farm in Victoria.  Its built environment 
includes the homestead (started in the 
1840s), many outbuildings and the remains 
of an extensive garden.  It faces onto Lake 
Wellington of the Gippsland Lakes, and 
borders the Perry River.  Over the years it 
has been grazed by both sheep and cattle, 
but now is organically managed for beef 
cattle.  There is a conservation covenant 
held through Trust for Nature over 700 ha.  
Two ecological communities at risk which 
are protected there are Australian Southern 
Native Grassland and Gippsland Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis subsp. mediana). 

 

Near the entrance to the 
property we passed Forest Red 
Gum and Gippsland Manna 
Gum (E. viminalis subsp. 
pryoriana).  Resting under many 
of the large paddock trees were 
Eastern Grey Kangaroos, of 
which it is estimated there are 
1600 accessing the property.  
They have a major impact on 
the productivity and 
management of the farm and 
conservation areas.  It was 
hoped to increase the 
productivity and sustainability 
of the farm by fencing small 
areas and intensively grazing 
these for 1-2 days, then 
allowing the areas to 
recuperate for several months.  
As the kangaroos have access 
to most paddocks, this has been 
difficult to achieve.   

 

Our visit we were hosted by Madeline West (ALT) and Hagan Brightman (Wildlife Unlimited), who had talked to us about the property at 
the preceding Friday meeting.  We first had a tour of the old buildings, which are now much in need of repair, particularly as drought has 
meant that the farming enterprise is barely supporting the staff, leaving little for maintenance.  The very first building built was 
constructed with a very steep roof, as the settlers, coming from Britain, didn’t realize that snow was not a possibility!  The main 
homestead has been added to over the years, and there has been some renovation in the original main rooms.  Other old buildings 

  Old storage sheds at Strathfieldsaye Photo:  Fran Bright   

    Old store house at Strathfieldsaye   Photo:  Fran Bright   
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include a shearing shed, dairy, shearers’ quarters, meat 
house and a blacksmith’s.  Other outbuildings house a 
variety of old farm machinery.  The garden, some of which 
was landscaped by Ellis Stones, is now little maintained.  
There are a number of notable trees, some planted by 
1870, including Bunya Bunya and Canary Island Pines, Silky 
Oak and Monterey Cypress. 

 

As the day was pretty hot, we retreated to the banks of the 
Perry   River   where we   sheltered   beneath beautiful huge 
River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis). The Perry River 
rises from near   Mt Moornapa, north of Stockdale, and 

finally joins the Avon River which then enters Lake 
Wellington.  It was named by Count Strzelecki in 1840 after 
Captain Samuel Perry, Deputy Surveyor General of NSW.  
The banks of the river were edged by cream Swamp 
Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia) which has short flower 
spikes; Common Reed (Phragmites australis) with flat grey-

green leaves; and the very pretty pink and white Rounded 
Noon-flower (Disphyma 
crassifolium) which has 
cylindrical shiny succulent 
leaves and large flowers 
with many petals.  In parts 
along the river were the 
dead trunks of Paperbark.  
When freshwater flows 
into the rivers and the 
lakes are low, the presence 
of the artificial entrance at 
Lakes Entrance means that 
even as far away as 
Strathfieldsaye, the Perry 
River can be brackish, with 
the salinity too high to 
support the Paperbarks.  
     
We walked further down 
the Perry.  One of the tall 
shrubs was white Common 
Boobialla (Myoporum 
insulare) with fleshy leaves 
and eventually purplish 
fruits.  Small plants were 
the saltbush subshrub 

      Rounded Noon –flower (Disphyma crassifolium)       

    Photo:  Fran Bright                     

      Dead trunks of Paperbark                        Photo:  Fran Bright           

  On the marshes   Photo:  Fran Bright   
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 Hybrid Sun-orchid (Thelymitra x truncata)   

        Photo: Dianne Weir 

Austral Seablite (Suaeda australis) with pinkish fleshy leaves; and the herbs yellow daisy Water Buttons (Cotula coronopifolia) which has 
succulent stems and flat flower heads; prostrate white Swamp Weed (Selliera radicans) with irregular flowers; prostrate white or pink-
tinged Coast Sand-spurry (Spergularia tasmanica) which has fleshy linear leaves and tiny black seeds with winged margins; and the larger 
prostrate white Sea Celery (Apium prostratum) with dissected leaves and a clustered inflorescence.  Sea Celery stems were eaten by 
Aborigines.  Two other prostrate herbs with the same species name were mauve Creeping Monkey-flower (Thyridia repens) where the 
leaves are ovate and the flower is two-lipped, with the lower lip with a raised yellow and white area; and tiny pink or white Creeping 
Brookweed (Samolus repens).  “Repen” is Latin for “creeping”.  We also saw both blue and red dragonflies. 

 

After lunch we drove through the property to an area near an old bombing range used during World War II.  Along the way we disturbed a 
number of kangaroos which had been resting beneath trees.  Most of the normal fences, the small ones slipped through, while the larger 
ones soared over the top.  At the kangaroo fence, they bounded along the fence, but didn’t attempt to cross.  The area we visited was a 
wet and brackish Plains Grassland.  The major grass was Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardierei), a dense tufted grass, whose flower 
heads are like delicate plumes.  There were patches of the taller Chaffy Saw-sedge (Gahnia filum) which grows to 1.1m with long inrolled 
strappy leaves, whose edges have very sharp bristles.  Small herbs were the daisies, white or mauve Coast Daisy (Brachyscome parvula) 
with basal and stem leaves; and a yellow Groundsel (Senecio sp.); white to mauve prostrate Shiny Swamp-mat (Selliera radicans) with 
succulent bright green leaves and fan-shaped flowers; and blue and white Angled Lobelia (Lobelia anceps) which has irregular flowers.  
There were three orchids.  They were yellowish-green Notched Onion-orchid (Microtis arenaria) whose many tiny flowers have an 
upturned tip to the dorsal sepal and the labellum is notched.  The endangered greenish-red Yawning Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum 
chasmogamum) is only found here at Perry Bridge and north of Gillingall.  The third orchid was the blue with darker blue spots Hybrid Sun-
orchid (Thelymitra x truncata) which is also rare in East Gippsland.  It is believed to be a natural cross between T. ixioides and a member of 
the T. pauciflora group.  Birds identified here were Common Bronzewing and Skylark. 

 

Not too far away was the kangaroo fence, near what was a large bombing target.  We frightened some kangaroos along the fence and later 
a Hog Deer was seen outside the fence.  The grassland was similar, with Chaffy Saw-sedge, Notched Onion-orchid and Yawning Leek-orchid.  
Another orchid was blue Trim Sun-orchid (Thelymitra peniculata), making four orchids for the day.  New plants were the herbaceous 
daisies, yellow and white Button Everlasting (Coronidium scorpioides) with grey-green hairy leaves; yellow Billy Buttons (Craspedia 
variabilis) which has mainly basal leaves and a spherical inflorescence; yellow Wiry Buttons (Leptorhynchos tenuifolius) with usually 
branched stems; and white Milky Beauty-heads (Calocephalus lacteus) whose grey-green leaves have silver hairs beneath and the florets 
form a globular flower head.  Lilies, which are no longer in the family Liliaceae??, were mauve scented Chocolate Lily (Arthropodium 
strictum) whose flower petals have wavy margins; the smallish blue Black-anther Flax-lily (Dianella revoluta) where the long strappy leaves 
have turned-under margins; and Yellow Rush Lily (Tricoryne elatior) with slender flexuose branches.  There were also Coarse Twine-rush 
(Apodasmia brownii) which can tolerate saline conditions; mat-forming white Round-leaf Wilsonia (Wilsonia rotundifolia) with flat round 
leaves; and bluebells (Wahlenbergia sp.).  Hiding under the leaves of a tussock was a Common Blue-tongue.  These skinks are found in 
nearly all habitats in eastern and northern Australia, except the alps.  White-fronted Chat was seen here too.  Outside the kangaroo fence 
the only new plant was pale yellow Pale Swamp Everlasting (Coronidium gunnianum). 

 

Many thanks to Madeline West, Hagan Brightman and James; and to Kath for the birds.     

 Striated Pardalote      Photo: Ken Russell of Eastwood 
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Plants:   Samolus repens Creeping Brookweed 

Apium prostratum Sea Celery Selliera radicans Shiny Swamp-mat 

Apodasmia brownii Coarse Twine-rush Spergularia tasmanica Coast Sand-spurry 

Arthropodium strictum Chocolate Lily Suaeda australis Austral Seablite 

Brachyscome parvula Coast Daisy Thelymitra peniculata Trim Sun-orchid 

Calocephalus lacteus Milky Beauty-heads T. x truncata Hybrid Sun-orchid 

Coronidium gunnianum Pale Swamp Everlasting Thyridia repens Creeping Monkey-flower 

C. scorpioides Button Everlasting Tricoryne elatior Yellow Rush Lily 

Cotula coronopifolia Water Buttons Wahlenbergia sp. a bluebell 

Craspedia variabilis Billy Buttons Wilsonia rotundifolia Round-leaf Wilsonia 

Dianella revoluta Black-anther Flax-lily     

Disphyma crassifolium Rounded Noon-flower Birds:   

Eucalyptus camaldulensis River Red Gum Chestnut Teal Pacific Black Duck 

E. tereticornis subsp. mediana Gippsland Red Gum Purple Swamphen Sacred or White Ibis 

E. viminalis subsp. pryoriana Gippsland Manna Gum Common Bronzewing Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Gahnia filum Chaffy Saw-sedge Galah Superb Fairy-wren 

Leptorhynchos tenuifolius Wiry Buttons Striated Pardalote White-fronted Chat 

Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark Willie Wagtail Grey Butcherbird 

Microstis arenaria Notched Onion-orchid Australian Magpie Australian Raven 

Myoporum insulare Common Boobialla Welcome Swallow Skylark 

Phragmites australis Common Reed     

Poa labillardierei Common Tussock-grass Reptile:   

Prasophyllum chasmogamum Yawning Leek-orchid Common Blue-tongue   

       White-fronted Chat                    Photo:  Ken Russell of Eastwood 
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